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MARBLEHEAD  GREAT  NECK. 

By  Riciiaki)  Whiting  Searle 
Marble  Necke 

Before  Marblehead  became  a  town,  or  when  Salem 
owned  all  of  what  now  belongs  to  Marblehead,  the  vicinity 
of  this  latter  place  was  known  as  Marble  Harbour  and 
Marble  Necke.  The  name  originated  from  the  suppos¬ 
edly  abundant  supply  of  marble  to  be  found  here. 

A  letter  written  by  the  Reverend  Mr.  Higginson,  who 
cruised  in  1629  along  these  shores,  describes  the  New 
Pmgland  plantations  with  special  reference  to  the  locality 
about  Salem  thus: 

though  all  the  country  bee  as  it  were  a  thicke  wood  for  the 
general!,  yet  in  diverse  places  there  is  much  ground  cleared 
by  the  Indians  .  .  .  for  stone,  here  is  plenty  of  slates  at  the 
Isle  of  Slate  in  Massachusetts  Bay,  and  lime  stone,  and  free 
stone  and  smooth  stone,  and  iron  stone,  and  marble  stone 
also  in  such  store,  that  we  have  great  rocks  of  it,  and  a  har¬ 
bour  hard  by.  Our  plantation  is  from  thence  called  Marble 
harbour. 

This  name  was  officially  in  use  until  1633.  On  July  2, 
1633,  the  court  in  Boston  recorded  a  change  in  this  name 
while  serving  a  fine  on  one  of  the  inhabitants  as  follows : 

“(2)  - fined  30s  for  drunkenness  on  the  Sabath  Day 

at  Marblehead  (till  now  in  the  records  called  Marble 
Harbour).” 

However,  the  new  title  was  not  generally  used  and 
Marblehead  was  known  as  Marble  Harbour  for  several 
years  later.  Hence,  in  1635,  even  the  General  Court  of 
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the  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony  proclaimed :  “It  was  proved 
this  court  that  Marble  Necke  belongs  to  Salem.” 

The  next  year,  1636,  the  General  Court  meeting  at 
Salem  adopted  the  new  name  in  their  famous:  “reading 
of  an  order  for  the  division  of  Marble  Head  Necke.”  This 
motion  was  the  same  brought  in  by  Governor  Endecott 
for  the  establishment  of  Harvard  College. 

Marblehead  Neck  Topography 

What  we  now  know  as  Marblehead  Neck  was  in  the 
early  days  a  heavily  wooded  island  about  a  mile  in  length, 
containing  roughly  three  hundred  acres  and  connected 
with  the  mainland  by  an  isthmus  which  was  awash  at 
high  tide.  It  had  two  ponds  and  a  spring  to  which  the 
fishermen  resorted  for  their  water  supply.  One  pond 
was  at  the  southwest  end  of  the  neck,  a  larger  one  on  the 
southeast  shore,  and  the  spring  was  on  the  northwest 
shore  in  the  central  part  of  the  neck.  It  had,  as  at 
present,  several  beaches,  some  with  sand  and  others  of 
a  rockier  nature  from  which  the  sailors  ballasted  their 
vessels.  A  natural  salt  deposit  formed  by  the  receding 
tides  was  to  be  found  on  the  southwest  shores  of  the  Neck 
and  later,  after  the  Revolutionary  War,  it  became  the 
scene  of  the  “Salt  Works”  so  necessary  to  the  fishing 
industry. 

Evidence  of  tree  growth  here  may  be  found  in  the 
granting  of  land  to  the  fishermen  of  Marblehead.  Salem 
ordered,  in  1636,  as  follows:  “To  the  greatest  family  not 
above  two  acres,  and  the  common  of  the  woods  nere  ad¬ 
joining  for  their  goats  and  their  cattle.” 

We  find  further  reference  to  wood  lands  at  the  same 
time  in:  “along  the  shore  towards  Marblehead  20  pole 
into  the  land,  shall  be  reserved  for  the  commons  of  the 
towne  to  serve  them  for  wood  and  timber,”  and,  in  1640, 
we  find  in  the  town  records  of  Salem : 

ordered  that  such  as  have  felled  timber  trees  with  in  twoe 
miles  of  the  towne  of  Salem,  and  any  timber  trees  with  in 
one  mile  of  Marblehead  that  are  fitt  for  shippinge,  that  such 
as  have  felled  them  shall  be  paid  for  their  labor  either  for 
their  felling  w®**  is  done  already  or  for  sawinge  .  .  .  for 
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plank  for  shippinge,  to  be  paid  by  such  Ship  carpenters  as 
are  willing  to  imploy  them  for  that  use  .... 

We  have  noted  already  that  the  country  hereabouts  ‘‘bee 
as  it  were  a  thicke  wood.” 

Where  disputes  over  the  cutting  of  wood,  and  tres¬ 
passes  resulting  in  court  action  arose,  we  can  find  many 
sworn  statements  from  court  records,  viz. :  In  Salem, 
1681,  it  was  certified  that : 

Michael  Bowden,  aged  about  thirty  years,  deposed  that  he 
was  living  on  the  lot  that  James  Smith  let  to  him,  and  had 
cut  &  delivered  by  his  order  sixty  cords  of  wood.  He  had 
cut  eleven  trees  from  Nicholas  Merit’s  lot,  had  bought,  cut 
and  carried  away  wood  from  James  Dennis’  lot,  had  carted 
from  Peach’s  lot  wood  for  William  Woods,  had  carted  several 
cords  of  wood  for  John  Legg  and  for  John  Codner,  Nathanael 
Walton  and  John  Martin.  He  had  hauled  away  oaks  and 
pines  for  timber  for  the  use  of  Marblehead  men,  and  wood 
for  Moses  Maverick  from  his  lot,  etc. 

Even  the  islands  about  Marblehead,  which. are  inferior 
in  size  to  the  Neck  and  lie  in  locations  of  greater  expo¬ 
sure,  were  covered  with  tree  growth.  As  late  as  December, 
1673,  we  observe  from  the  Salem  town  records  that  a 
committee  was  formed  to  safeguard  the  timber  property 
on  Bakers  Island  as  follows :  “to  take  care  for  the  preser¬ 
vation  of  the  wood  and  timber  upon  Bakers  Hand — and 
to  seaz  upon  and  bring  away  such  wood  as  they  shall  find 
cut  by  men  of  Marblehead  and  all  persons  are  prohibited 
from  falling  trees  on  said  Hands  without  license  ...” 

One  local  historian  goes  so  far  as  to  quote  a  town  de¬ 
cree  which  offered  pay  for  the  clearing  of  woods.  In 
addition,  the  Marblehead  Register  of  April,  1830,  states: 
“the  frames  of  many  of  the  houses  yet  standing  are  con¬ 
structed  from  timber  which  grew  on  the  premises,  and 
there  are  individuals  living  who  can  distinctly  recollect 
a  beautiful  grove  of  large  trees  on  Cat  Island.” 

Inasmuch  as  all  buildings  were  of  wooden  construc¬ 
tion,  and  in  view  of  the  demands  from  the  ship  builders, 
who  became  active,  the  supplies  of  wood  were  heavily 
drawn  upon.  In  the  following  years  measures  for  the 
preservation  of  wood  lands  are  mentioned.  Thus:  “Noe 
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stranger  fishinge  in  Marblehead  shall  have  lihertie  to  make 
use  of  any  large  timber.” 

Again  we  see:  “Noe  stranger  or  any  inhabitant  for 
strangers  shall  sell  any  trees  either  timber  trees  or  other 
in  the  commons.” 

Finally,  in  1678:  “it  is  agreed  that  thear  shall  be  noe 
more  wood  or  timber  cut  up  (on)  the  Neck  that  is  young 
timber  for  any  us[e]  whatever  except  it  be  for  flakstuft 
upon  penaltie,”  etc.^ 

“Flakstuft”  presumably  referred  to  flakes  or  fences  on 
which  fish  were  dried:  the  “penaltie”  was  generally:  “five 
shillings  for  every  tree.” 

Charts  of  Marblehead  Neck 

The  best  of  the  early  charts  of  Marblehead  are  to  be 
found  in  the  rare  map  collection  of  the  Widener  Library 
in  Cambridge.  The  earliest  ones  mention  “Salem,”  the 
name  of  ^larblehead  being  omitted  until  one  dated  1634, 
on  which  we  note  “Marble  harbour.”  The  Atlantic  Nep¬ 
tune  charts,  published  in  1769  for  the  British  Admiralty, 
are  the  first  of  any  real  value.  These  are  very  rare,  only 
four  in  this  country,  one  each  at  the  Widener  Library, 
the  Boston  Public  Library,  the  Boston  Athenaeum,  and 
the  Naval  Academy  at  Annapolis. 

In  1806,  Nathaniel  Bowditch  states  in  his  sailing  di¬ 
rections  for  Marblehead: 

The  only  chart  of  the  entrance  of  this  harbor  is  that  pub¬ 
lished  from  the  survey  taken  by  Holland  and  his  assistants 
just  before  the  American  Revolutionary  war.  That  period 
was  particularly  unfavorable  for  obtaining  an  accurate  sur¬ 
vey  of  the  sea-coast  as  the  Americans  were  generally  opposed 
to  its  being  done  at  that  time  fearing  that  it  would  give  the 

1  An  extract  of  a  letter  lately  received  from  Harvard  Forest, 
Harvard  University,  states  that:  “Within  recent  years  we  have 
come  to  realize  that  the  practice  of  burning  the  underbrush, 
commonly  employed  by  the  Indians,  served  to  favor  such  spe¬ 
cies  as  oak  and  hickory  and  pitch-pine,  and  to  keep  the  forests 
open  and  park-like.  It  seems  likely  that  the  forests  on  Mar¬ 
blehead  Neck  were  also  of  the  oak  and  hickory  type,  with 
some  admixture  of  white  and  pitch-pine  and  hemlock,  chestnut, 
maple  and  beech.” 
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EARLY  CHART  OF  MARBLEHEAD.  ABOUT  1634 


From  the  collection  at  the  WIdener  Library,  Cambridge 
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British  the  great  advantage  of  being  able  safely  to  enter  with 
their  armed  ships  into  any  of  our  harbors. 

Later  publishers  called  Marblehead  Neck  by  its  Indian 
equivalent,  Nanepashemet;  again  we  find  Manataug  on 
other  maps.  Such  names  were  invented  by  owners  during 
the  days  the  Neck  was  private  property,  i.  e.,  owned  for 
the  most  part  by  an  individual  or  some  land  company. 
It  is  possible,  of  course,  to  find  plenty  of  plans  and  per¬ 
sonal  charts.  John  Winthrop  made  one  of  these  about 
1630.  They  are  interesting  to  look  at,  but  are  almost 
completely  inaccurate. 

Road  to  Neck 

From  a  town  record,  dated  May  11,  1706,  the  follow¬ 
ing  is  to  be  found  with  respect  to  a  road  on  the  Neck: 

We  lay  out  a  particular  way  from  Mr.  Devereux  fence 
over  the  Great  Harbor  beach  into  the  Western  part  of  the 
Neck  &  from  thence  to  the  Beach  commonly  called  Pitt’s 
Beach  by  Mr.  Homans  Marsh  with  the  use  of  the  whole  Beach 
&  from  the  eastern  part  of  said  Pitts  Beach  along  by  the  old 
way  thro  the  fish  fences  down  to  Pedrick’s  House  so  called 
and  coves  between  said  Pedrick’s  house  and  stage  the  whole 
way  to  be  about  two  poles  in  Breadth  where  the  land  will 
allow  the  same,  and  from  said  cove  up  to  the  houses  upon 
the  Neck  of  about  two  poles  in  breadth  for  the  Town  use 
saving  any  Grant  therefor. 

The  Essex  Institute  Historical  Collections,  Volume  46, 
page  5,  states: 

The  ancient  highway  to  the  Neck  through  the  Devereaux 
farm  was  laid  out  in  1670.  Its  beginning  on  the  main  high¬ 
way  through  the  town  is  now  Smith  street.  This  old  way 
continued  to  be  used  as  the  only  way  to  the  great  neck  until 
1721.  This  was  probably  the  nearest  way  over  high  land, 
the  pond  and  marsh  east  of  the  Devereaux  house  rendering 
it  inexpedient  to  construct  a  road  there  in  the  primitive 
days.  In  the  autumn  of  1720,  a  new  way  to  the  Neck  was 
agitated,  and  a  petition  signed  by  "a  considerable  number” 
of  the  inhabitants  of  Marblehead,  was  presented  to  the  court 
of  general  sessions.  It  stated  that  the  "ancient”  way  was 
encumbered  and  stopped  up,  and  the  prayer  requested  that 
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the  encumbrances  be  removed  or  a  change  made  in  the  loca¬ 
tion  of  the  way.  Dec.  37,  1730,  the  court  ordered  that  Capt. 
William  Bowditch,  Capt.  John  Gardner  and  Capt.  Theophilus 
Burrill  be  a  committee  to  lay  out  a  way  of  two  rods  in  width 
in  the  old  way  or  in  a  new  location.  At  the  same  court,  the 
committee  reported,  Jan.  18,  1730-1,  that  they  had  laid  out 
said  way  two  rods  wide  and  provided  that  the  town  or  pro¬ 
prietors  of  common  lands  in  Marblehead  should  hang  a  gate 
at  each  end  of  the  new  road.  This  report  was  confirmed  by 
the  court  on  the  last-named  date.  Accompanying  the  peti¬ 
tion  was  a  plan,  now  on  file  in  the  office  of  the  county  com¬ 
missioners.  Besides  the  ways,  it  shows  the  location  of  the 
Devereaux  house  and  barn,  and  upon  the  Neck  (which  is  not 
drawn  to  scale  and  is  lacking  in  shape)  are  shown  the  dwell¬ 
ing  houses,  fish  houses  and  fish  fiakes,  and  along  the  shore 
are  four  boats  and  fishing  vessels. 

This  drawing  is  of  further  interest  in  that  it  depicts 
the  several  houses  on  the  Neck,  probably  the  ones  owned 
by  John  Searle,  Andrew  Tucker  and  John  Pedrick.  Fish 
flakes  as  well  as  flake  houses  are  represented,  also  four 
sailing  vessels,  one  of  which  is  apparently  on  the  beach. 
The  ancient  gate  can  be  seen  at  the  end  of  the  old  high¬ 
way,  which  was  a  continuation  of  what  is  now  called 
Smith  street.  The  scale  “of  one  hundred  Perch”  may 
be  useful  in  regard  to  the  old  and  newly  proposed  way, 
but  the  picture  of  the  Neck  should  be  about  three  times 
larger  to  conform  to  the  same  scale. 

At  a  town  meeting  in  1727,  River  Head  Beach  became 
the  subject  of  further  serious  consideration  in  these  terms: 
“Wt  may  be  proper  to  be  done  concerning  ye  Beach  at 
ye  upper  end  of  ye  great  Harbour  which  is  represented 
as  in  great  danger  of  being  wasted  away  by  ye  over 
flowing  of  ye  water  in  stormy  weather,”  and,  according 
to  the  Massachusetts  Historical  Collections,  it  appears 
that: 

About  the  year  1738,  it  was  found  that  the  sea  was  fast 
encroaching  on  the  S.  W.  side  of  the  isthmus,  so  as  to  en¬ 
danger  the  preservation  and  security  of  the  harbor.  The  gov¬ 
ernment  of  the  province  at  that  time  attended  to  the  sub¬ 
ject,  as  it  represented  not  only  the  town  in  particular,  but 
the  trade  of  the  province  in  general;  and  ordered  by  an  Act 
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the  sum  of  1328£,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  public  treasury,  ’:>r 
necessary  repairs  .  .  .  about  the  year  1762  some  necessary 
repairs  were  made.  In  the  year  1790  although  the  town  had 
carefully  endeavored  to  secure,  support  and  keep  the  same  in 
good  repair,  the  government  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massa¬ 
chusetts  considering  that  the  preservation  of  the  said  harbor 
was  a  matter  of  public  concern  etc.  granted  a  sum  of  £1000. 
to  be  raised  by  a  lottery  —  the  proceeds  whereof  should  be 
applied  in  repairing  the  fortifications  of  the  isthmus,  before 
that  time  made,  and  in  further  securing  the  same. 

To  quote  from  a  petition  of  1790:  “the  sea  in  the  high 
tides  obtains  a  passage  through  the  harbour.” 

This  petition  came  after  it  was  found  that  the  previous 
repairs  had  proved  insufficient.  The  big  stones  on  the 
beach  today  mark  these  unsuccessful  efforts. 

In  many  of  the  town  meetings,  until  comparatively 
late,  it  was  emphasized  that  no  sand  or  ballast  was  al¬ 
lowed  to  be  taken  from  River  Head  Beach  and  even  Mr. 
Ephraim  Brown,  who  as  late  as  1843  made  several  peti¬ 
tions  for  a  road  to  the  Neck,  alleged:  “that  a  part  of  said 
way  is  below  high  water  mark,  and  within  the  ebb  and 
flow  of  the  sea.”  He  asked  for  “a  towne  way  from  the 
Bridge  at  the  end  of  the  Neck  lane  so  called  to  the  Neck 
lands,”  and,  in  1849,  his  petition  was  voted  against  be¬ 
cause:  “the  road  is  not  necessary  to  or  required  by  the 
town,  a  head  way  for  this  road  laid  below  high  water 
mark  would  endanger  vessels  driven  on  shore  in  tempes¬ 
tuous  weather,”  and  thus  continued  a  situation  wherein 
the  elements  held  sway  until  the  erection  of  the  present 
fine  thoroughfare. 

Early  Life  on  the  Neck 

We  now  turn  back  for  a  while  to  study  the  early  owners 
and  inhabitants  and  the  occupations  of  those  on  the  Neck. 
Without  digressing,  let  it  be  borne  in  mind  that  Marble¬ 
head,  though  existing  in  1629,  was  not  definitely  recog¬ 
nized  as  a  plantation  by  the  general  Court  until  1635. 
In  1648-9  Marblehead  was  allowed  to  be  a  township  of 
its  own,  the  same  action  being  confirmed  by  an  order  of 
the  General  Court.  Tip  to  this  time  Marblehead  was 
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owned  by  Salem,  which  relinquished  its  title  by  sales  and 
grants  of  land. 

At  a  town  meeting  in  April,  1669,  the  regulation  of 
property  on  the  Neck  was  made  in  the  following  manner; 
“The  Townsmen  with  John  Peach  senior  and  John  Peach 
junior  are  to  order  the  bounds  of  what  land  is  formerly 
laid  out  on  the  Necke”  and,  further,  “to  se  that  a  con¬ 
venient  way  be  laid  out  for  drift  off  cattle  and  els  to 
the  Necke  on  the  other  side  off  the  Great  Harbour,”  and 

Itt  is  agreed  on  that  whereas  divers  men  claime  land  on 
the  Neck  by  vertue  off  a  grant  ffrom  Salem  when  we  were 
included  in  these  Towne  Ship  that  all  that  claime  land  on 
that  acco  shall  bring  in  a  copy  off  Salem  Records  under  the 
hand  of  him  that  keeps  the  Booke  unto  the  Towns  men  off 
Marblehead  and  whoever  shall  neglect  soe  to  shew  his  title 
by  gift  purchase  Letter  off  Attorney  or  other  Legall  way 
shall  afterward  claime  no  perticular  Right  to  any  Land 
otherwise  then  a  Commoner  and  that  after  the  first  of  March 
next  att  a  seasonable  time  the  commoners  or  as  many  of  them 
as  may  shall  Indivor  to  enquire  of  the  Bounds  of  the  Lotts 
ther  laid  out. 

And  if  the  Bounds  cannot  be  found  they  shall  measure  out 
soe  much  Land  as  appeare  the  Right  of  every  man  according 
to  grawnt  and  bound  markes  to  be  made  and  all  the  rest  of 
the  Land  on  the  Necke  to  be  accounted  as  Common  to  all 
the  Commoners. 

The  result  of  this  investigation  showed  that  in  April, 
1670,  the  following  eight  families,  by  grants  from  Salem, 
owned  a  total  of  thirty-seven  acres  on  the  Neck; 


To  John  Goyle . 8  acker 

To  Will  Kenner  and  Nicholas  Lison . 5  acker 

To  John  Wakfelld . 4  acker 

To  John  and  Samuell  Gatchell . 6  acker 

To  the  widow  blencher . 6  acker 

To  Rafe  Woren  . 2  acker 

To  George  Chiine  . 3  acker 

To  Thomas  James . 3  acker 


John  Goyle  is  the  same  as  John  Coitt,  the  widow  blen¬ 
cher  as  Widow  Blanchard,  and  Rafe  Woren  as  Ralph 
Warren. 

Therefore  the  remaining  ungranted  part  of  the  Neck 
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was  “accounted  as  common  to  all  the  commoners.”  In 
this  connection,  by  commoners  was  meant  those  inhabi¬ 
tants  who  were  first  to  settle  in  the  town  as  against  the 
non-commoners  who  drifted  in  afterwards  and  who  also 
probably  were  of  limited  means. 

It  was  not  without  the  law  for  the  town  to  make  either 
sales  or  leases  of  this  common  land.  Hence,  in  1636, 
“John  Peach  fisherman  and  Nicholas  Marriott,  having 
fenced  about  five  acres  of  ground  on  Marble  Neck”  would 
appear  to  be  the  first  lessees,  yet  the  town  did  not  approve 
of  this  rental  and  claimed  it  to  be  “contrarii  to  ye  orders 
of  ye  towne.” 

In  1671,  Robert  Bartlot  acquired  property  in  the  Neck, 
the  same  that  was  formerly  owned  by  John  Wakefield 
through  his  grant  from  Salem:  “it  is  agreed  that  mr  John 
Deverex  and  John  Gachell  senior  are  impowred  toe  laie 
out  toe  Robert  Bartlot  four  ackers  of  land  upon  the  neck 
wher  it  will  be  convenient  for  him  and  not  preivditiall 
toe  the  owm  or  toe  any  portickular  mans  propriate — this 
was  in  leu  of  4  ackers  granted  toe  on[e]  Wakfeild  and 
bought  by  Robert  Bartlet.” 

During  this  period  the  Neck  was  used  practically  en¬ 
tirely  for  pasturage  with  shore  areas  on  the  harbor-side 
fenced  off  into  fish  yards  where  the  natives  could  work 
on  their  fish-flakes  and  gardens.  “It  was  agred  on  that 
the  fence  for  a  lane  to  the  neck  showed  forth  with  bee 
putt  out  to  bee  made,”  and  “That  the  Neck  shall  be 
ffenced  there  are  six  men  chosen”  to  oversee  this  work. 

A  herdsman  received  twelve  pence  for  each  milk  cow  for 
the  summer  season  “excepting  the  Neck  people,”  whence 
it  appears  the  pasturage  was  free  on  the  Neck.  The  situ¬ 
ation  was  different  for  those  who  did  not  belong  to  Mar¬ 
blehead. 

The  town  records  in  1680  state: 

It  is  A  Greed  that  any  Inhabitants  Beelongeing  to  this 
Towne  That  are  properly  Commoners  accordinge  to  the 
Genrll  :  Courts  order:  That  hath  or  doth  Keepe  any  neate 
Catle  or  horse  Kinde  more  then — There  Stent  hath  ffree 
Liberty:  and  priviledge  for  to  drive  or  Carry  Them  over  to 
the  neck:  and  there  to  Keepe  them  Gratis:  allsoe:  It  is: 
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ordered  That  noe  Inhabitants  of  this  Towne:  which  are 
proper  Commoners  as  Afore  Sd:  Shall  take  In  or  Sufer  to 
bee  takne  in:  or  put  over  to  the  Aifore  Sd  Neck:  any  horses 
or  horse  Kinde :  or  any  neat  Cattele :  wich  doth  or  shall  Bee- 
longe  to  Any  other  towne  or  Townes  them  or  they :  shall  bee 
liable  for  to  .  .  .  pay  the  fforlfetture  of  Tenn  Shillings  Sdl- 
ver  for  every  tyme:  or  tymes  that  any  prson  or  prsons  Soe 
found  Takeing:  of  any  Strange  Cattle:  or  horses  in  to  the 
A  hove  Said  neck:  and  for  any  Such  Cowes  or  neat  Cattle 
wich  are  Soe  found  up  one  the  neck  by :  those  men  that  are 
Impowred  by  the  Towne:  for  to  take  up  Tresspassers:  have 
full  power  for  to  drive  All  Such  Cattle  or  horses  to  the  pound : 
and  whoe  Soever  oneth  the  Sd:  Cattle  or  horses:  shall  pay 
to  the  Above  Sd:  Impounders:  ffive  Shillings  in  Silver  a 
tyme  for  every  beast  Soe  pounded :  and  as  often  as  they  shall 
bee  found  by  them  one  the  Said  neck :  and  pounded  by  them. 

By  “stent”  or  stint,  the  word  being  uncommon  today, 
is  meant  the  limited  number  of  cattle,  according  to  kind 
allotted  to  each  definite  portion  into  which  pasture  or 
common  land  is  divided,  or  to  each  person  entitled  to 
the  right  of  common  pasturage,  and  also  the  right  of 
pasturage  according  to  the  fixed  rate.  The  word  “stent” 
was  in  very  common  use  in  Marblehead  up  to  the  nine¬ 
teenth  century. 

Even  back  in  1660  the  fishing  industry  had  reached 
such  proportions  that  each  fisherman  was  obliged  to  stamp 
his  mark  on  his  outgoing  shipment  and  anyone  omitting 
“to  have  a  brand  or  to  marke  his  MACKRILL  or  neglect 
to  sett  it  one  his  caske  shall  forfitt  20s  for  every  caske 
sett  to  saile  without  his  marke.” 

On  the  Neck  fish  were  brought  in  to  be  spread  out  on 
the  flakes  or  fences  on  which  to  dry  them.  Here  they 
were  culled  and  packed  for  shipment  to  foreign  ports. 

A  letter  from  Azor  Ome  in  1782,  and  addressed  to 
Major  General  Lincoln,  gives  a  graphic  resume  of  the 
extent  of  the  fishery  rip  to  the  time  of  the  Revolution: 

Marblehead  Oct  18  1782 

My  dear  Sir : 

Agreably  to  your  request  as  stated  in  your  letter  of  the  27 
of  Sept.  I  have  endeavored  to  answer  the  questions  therein 
stated  as  they  respect  the  Cod  fishery  at  Marblehead  before 
the  War. 
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1.  The  number  of  vessels  were  about  150. 

2.  Their  size  from  30  to  70  tons. 

3.  The  worth  on  an  average  was  £450. 

4.  Number  of  men  employed  from  700-800  including  boys. 

5.  The  sum  annually  required  to  keep  each  vessel  in  re¬ 
pair,  pay  insurance  and  raise  a  sufficient  sum  to  replace 
the  vessel  when  rendered  unfit  for  service  £100. 

6.  The  quantity  of  fish  caught  on  an  average  1000  quintels. 

7.  Proportion  of  year  employed :  8  months. 

8.  The  articles  called  Great  General  were  Salt,  Bait, 
candles  Soap  and  Tallow  charged  against  the  whole 
stock  of  fish  taken. 

9.  The  articles  of  Small  General  were  wood,  Cidar,  Flour, 
and  other  small  stores  and  were  charged  against  the 
men  and  lads  employed  in  the  vessels. 

10.  Average  price  of  fish  15s  6d. 

11.  It  required  10  men  to  cure  10  vessels  fish. 

12.  The  worth  of  the  land  on  which  fiakes  were  built  for 
10  vessels  £60. 

13.  The  worth  of  the  buildings  and  flakes  for  10  vessels 
was  £600. 

14.  Annual  expense  of  repairs  was  60£  for  10  vessels. 

15.  The  vessels  in  winter  were  employed  in  bringing  grain 
etc.  from  the  Southern  Colonies,  some  to  the  West  In¬ 
dies,  others  to  Spain  and  Portugal. 

16.  Very  few  hired  out. 

I  am  my  dear  General 

Your  obedient  and  obliged  Humble  Servant 

A.  Orne 

With  respect  to  the  first  house  built  on  the  Neck  the 
Marblehead  Register,  April,  1830,  goes  so  far  as  to  think 
that  the  earliest  house  built  in  Marblehead  stood  here. 
The  editor  says:  “to  determine  with  accuracy  the  oldest 
house  in  town  perhaps  a  cellar  to  be  found  on  the  Neck 
may  designate  the  situation  of  the  house  in  which  John 
Gatchell  resided  who  received  a  grant  from  Salem  about 
the  year  1636.”  It  will  be  recalled  that  Mr.  John  Gat¬ 
chell  and  Mr.  Samuel  Gatchell  were  of  the  eight  persons 
granted  six  acres  by  Salem. 

Mr.  John  Goyte  or  Goitt,  who  was  likewise  granted 
eight  acres,  sold  these  same  to  William  Pitt  of  Marble¬ 
head.  Mr.  Pitt  was  one  of  the  earliest  of  the  town’s 
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inhabitants  and  he  disposed  of  this  same  property  to  Chris¬ 
topher  Lattimer,  his  son-in-law,  in  1659. 

In  1663,  Christopher  Lattimer  sold  two  of  his  eight  acres 
to  John  Pedrick,  “which  said  two  acres  is  pt  of  the  eight 
acres  of  land  bought  by  Mr.  Wilm  Pitt  of  John  Coyt.” 
John  Pedrick  built  a  house  and  barn  on  this  property 
and  lived  here,  part  of  the  deed  reading:  “Be  it  known 
that  John  Pedrick  of  Marblehead  Neck  .  .  .  fisherman,” 
etc.  Mr.  Pedrick  later  found  more  land  necessary  and 
leased  adjoining  property  from  the  town  thus:  “June  8th 
Agreed  with  John  Pedrick  at  the  Neck  to  pay  unto  the 
Towne  the  sume  of  thirty  shillings  in  silver  for  the  use 
of  the  Towne  Land  where  his  flakes  are  and  makes  his 
fish  on:  for  the  yeares  past:  and  five  shillings  for  this 
present  yeare  1677.” 

Mr.  Latimer  sold  more  of  this  property  in  1672  to 
Andrew  Tucker,  who  likewise  built  upon  it.  Further¬ 
more,  Mr.  Tucker  made  leases  from  the  town  on  addi¬ 
tional  property  as  follows: 

Jeneworie  5th  1682  /83 

at  a  metting  of  the  Select  men  with  thos  Chosen  to  Joyn 
with  them  the  day  and  yeor  abov  written 
agred  with  Andrew  tucker  for  the  Land  that  he  hath  built 
twoe  houses  upon  at  the  neck  neor  his  fish  fenc  with  half  an 
acker  of  Land  to  be  Laied  out  to  Saied  tucker  adioyning  to 
Saied  houses  for  which  Land  and  his  improvment  of  a  por- 
sell  of  Land  for  his  fish  yard  to  this  day  he  is  to  pay  the  town 
the  sum  of  thre  pounds  in  mony  at  or  befor  the  tenth  of  Jun 

next  or  the  Select  men  in  behalf  of  the  town - 

his  mork 

(Sa)mll  word  Recorder  Andrew  tucker 

A 

this  24th  of  Julie  1683 

(154)  at  a  metting  as  on  the  other  siede — ^the  Select  men 
with  them  Chosen  to  Joyn  with  them  thay  have  Leased  to 
Andrew  tucker  all  that  Land  that  he  hath  now  inclosed  for 
a  fish  fenc  for  on  hundred  year  and  a  day  the  Land  is 
boundid  with  a  fenc  of  ston  wall  which  Land  Saied  tucker  is 
to  Inioy  for  himself  and  his  Sucksesers  untill  the  term  of 
on  hundred  yeors  and  a  day  be  Expired  he  the  Saied  tucker 
or  his  sucksesers  paieing  the  Select  men  or  ther  order  the 
Sum  of  ten  shilling  a  year  during  the  Saied  time  and  in 
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Caes  of  Refusall  or  non  paiement  by  Saied  tucker  or  his 
sucksesers  upon  the  25th  of  morch  in  the  yer  1684  and  soe 
yerlie  then  the  Land  is  to  return  to  the  town  agaien  and  for 
the  true  porformane  herof  he  hath  his  mark  set  his  hand 

his  mark 

Andrew  tucker 

A 

In  1678,  Mr.  Lattimer  sold  still  another  piece,  con¬ 
taining  four  acres  with  a  dwelling  house,  to  John  Ped- 
rick’s  son  for  forty  pounds  sterling.  In  this  latter  deed 
the  first  two  roads  on  the  Neck  are  mentioned:  “bounded 
northerly  by  ye  highwaye  that  runs  by  ye  water  side  next 
ye  great  Harbour”  .  .  .  “and  a  highway  that  runs  cross 
ye  neck  westerly”;  the  assumption  being  that  one  road 
ran  along  the  harbor  side  of  the  Neck  while  the  other 
crossed  the  Neck  from  Harbor  to  ocean. 

John  Pedrick,  the  son,  sold  half  an  acre  of  his  Neck 
property  to  John  Searle  for  fifty  pounds.  This  lot  also 
contained  a  dwelling  house  and  barn.  Mr.  Searle  was 
the  son-in-law  of  Mr.  Pedrick,  senior.  He  lived  here  until 
1694,  when  he  sold  his  place  to  John  Turner,  a  merchant 
in  Salem.  The  deed  of  sale  in  describing  the  lot  states: 
“bot  by  me  of  my  father  in  law  John  Pederick  deced,” 

.  .  .  “and  given  by  my  Father  Pedrick  will  and  testa¬ 
ment  to  my  eldest  son,”  and  “lying  next  ye  great  Har¬ 
bour”  running  northerly  to  within  four  feet  of  a  wall 
on  the  lower  side,  “eastward  by  ye  land  of  Andrew 
Tucker  dece’d.” 

Likewise  Mr.  Searle  felt  the  need  of  a  little  more  prop¬ 
erty  and  was  accommodated  by  the  town  in  the  following 
terms:  “Sold  John  Searll  a  parsell  of  land  upon  the 
Neck  bounded  with  Andrew  Tucker  upon  the  N  E,  John 
Pedricks  fish  fence  upon  the  S  W,  the  harbour  upon  the 
N  W  and  the  highway  on  the  S  E.  The  land  is  5^/2  pole 
wide  and  six  pole  long  for  which  land  the  said  John 
Searll  hath  paid  the  sum  of  20s  which  is  full  satufaction 
for  said  land.” 

An  interesting  if  not  particularly  flattering  sidelight 
on  these  families  is  to  be  had  from  the  Essex  County 
Quarterly  Court  Records  of  this  time: 

“Mary,  the  wife  of  Andrew  Tucker,  was  fined  for 
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abusing  Leonard  Bellringer.”  The  ‘‘bill  of  cost  of  John 
Searle,  constable  of  Marblehead  Neck  was  brought  in  for 
one  pound  and  two  shillings.” 

“Rebecah  Allen,  aged  about  twenty  eight  years,  testi¬ 
fied  that  being  at  Andrew  Tucker’s  house  .  .  .  another 
man  said  to  Bellringer  that  Good  wife  Tucker  had  broken 
his  head.  .  .  .  Thos.  Henloe,  Goodman  Pedrick’s  ser¬ 
vant  broke  it  and  Tuckers  wife  and  Bellringer  forgave 
each  other  and  became  good  friends.” 

“Thomas  Henley  testified  that  he  was  present  during 
the  fray  and  saw  Meary,  wife  of  Andrew  Tucker,  strike 
Belringer  and  deponent  carried  him  out  of  doors.  She 
came  out  and  took  him  by  the  hair  of  his  head  and  pulled 
him  to  the  ground  upon  the  stones  that  paved  the  yard.” 

“Ann  Gilbert  testified  that  .  .  .  several  men  came 
ashore  after  sun  down  on  a  Sabbath  day  to  get  water  at 
Andrew  Tucker’s  pump  and  they  came  into  the  house 
asking  for  a  cup  of  drink,  which  they  had.  Meanwhile 
the  tide  overflowed  their  boat  and  they  were  forced  to 
stay  all  night.” 

“Complaint  of  John  Searle,  constable,  living  in  Mar¬ 
blehead  Neck,  who  upon  being  informed  of  this  outrage 
could  do  no  less  than  report  so  great  disorder.” 

“Mary  Searle  aged  about  twenty  years  deposed  that 
hearing  the  fray  she  ran  out  of  her  house  and  saw  Mary 
Tucker  pulling  out  Bellringer’s  hair  and  was  about  to 
put  it  in  her  pocket.  Deponent  told  her  that  she  was 
not  acting  like  a  Christian  to  pull  a  man’s  hair  off,  where¬ 
upon  she  flung  the  hair  away.” 

“Andrew  Tucker  was  presented  for  excessive  drinking 
in  his  house  in  the  night,  making  great  disturbance, 
throwing  fire  brands,  etc.” 

Others  buying  land  on  the  Neck  during  this  period, 
1683,  were  Richard  Weiss,  who  received  a  quarter  of 
an  acre  for  twenty  shillings ;  Thomas  Roads,  who  obtained 
a  parcel  of  land,  “where  his  new  house  now  stands,”  for 
two  pounds  and  eight  shillings;  and  a  confirmation  of 
Salem’s  grant  to  the  Messrs.  Gatchell  was  recorded.  Mr. 
Ingalls  was  one  to  lease  land  on  the  Neck.  He  negotiated 
a  strip  for  two  years  for  his  flake  yard  and  agreed  to  pay 
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the  town  one  pound  and  four  shillings  for  the  same. 

The  Indian  claims  were  now  presented  to  the  town 
and  by  the  deed,  still  open  to  the  public  in  Abbot  Hall, 
it  will  be  found  that  Captain  Samuell  Ward  and  John 
Devorix,  acting  as  trustees  for  the  townspeople,  made  a 
settlement  with  the  Indians  for  “all  ye  s'*  township  of 
Marblehead  viz  as  well  ye  great  Neck  ...”  for  sixteen 
pounds.  This  was  dated  September  16,  1684. 

The  town  continued  to  sell,  grant  and  lease  property 
as  outlined  until  1724,  when  it  was  decided  to  make  sev¬ 
eral  divisions  of  the  Marblehead  lands  and  have  each 
division  separately  represented  at  the  town  meetings.  On 
the  Neck  at  this  time  there  were  about  thirty  land  owners. 
They  therefore  appointed  their  representatives  who  were 
to  look  into  the  boundaries  of  their  property,  settle  any 
general  questions,  such  as  regarding  pasturage,  fences, 
roads,  fish  yards,  caretakers,  the  stinting  of  cattle,  etc., 
or  better  to  quote  from  the  records  of  one  of  their  meet¬ 
ings  :  “to  choose  a  clerk,  treasurer,  hay  wards  and  all  other 
officers  for  the  ensuing  year  .  .  .  with  powers  for  man¬ 
aging  said  general  Field,  preserving  the  herbage  from 
creators  having  no  right  there,  keep  the  fences  in  order 
and  do  whatever  concerns  the  interest  of  the  several  pro¬ 
prietors.’* 

The  proprietors  or  land  owners  on  the  Neck,  therefore, 
on  Deceml^r  4,  1724,  set  out  first,  to  determine  their 
respective  claims.  They  saw  fit  in  this  question  to  sub¬ 
divide  the  Neck  into  three  parts  called  the  first,  second 
and  third  pastures.  Then  in  each  pasture  the  proprietors’ 
land  was  measured  in  so  many  poles  and  acres,  the  num¬ 
ber  of  cows  allowed  was  specified  and  a  description  of 
the  survey  was  made.  The  situation  with  respect  to  roads 
and  a  landing  place  was  also  considered. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  Neck  Proprietors  was  held 
April  13,  1724,  at  Benjamin  Stacey’s  house  in  Marble¬ 
head.  Azor  Gale,  Jr.,  presided,  Mr.  Stacey  was  made 
clerk,  John  Waldron  was  chosen  as  “shall  be  ye  person 
to  draw  the  lotts,”  while  the  first  committee  for  the  pro¬ 
prietors  was  made  up  of  Richard  Skinner,  Captn.  Rich¬ 
ard  Trevett,  John  Waldron,  Samuel  Rusall  and  Richard 
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Reith'. '  The  lots  on  the  Neck  were  f?iven  out  according 
to  names  drawn  from  a  hat.  Joseph  Bumap  and  Na¬ 
thaniel  Norden  each  received  approximately  seven  pounds 
apiece  for  their  “work  in  laying  out  a  subdivision  of  ye 
Neck.”  John  Stacey  held  his  position  of  clerk  until  1749. 
The  meetings  were  all  at  his  house.  After  this  date  Chris¬ 
topher  Bubier  took  his  place  as  clerk  and  the  meetings 
henceforth  were  conducted  at  the  Town  House. 

At  the  first  meeting  the  duties  are  thus  recorded: 

viz.  1.  to  choose  a  clerk  for  ye  proprietors,  to  enter  &  record 
all  votes  and  orders  that  from  time  to  time  shall  be 
maide  and  passed  in  the  said  proprietors  meeting 

2.  to  agree  upon  and  appoint  aney  other  way  or  method 
of  calling  and  sommoning  meetting  for  the  futture 
as  shall  Be  most  sutable  and  convenient  to  the  pro¬ 
prietors 

3.  to  subdivide  thare  commonage  on  ye  Great  Neck  in 
manner  &  form  following  viz  &  that  every  proprietors 
name  as  written  upon  a  peas  of  paper  and  so  put 
under  a  Hatt  &  one  man  to  be  chosen  to  draw  for  ye 
whole  of  ye  proprietors  see  cause  beginning  when  ye 
proprietors  shall  think  most  convenient  for  the  hole 
in  generall 

And  as  every  mans  name  shall  be  drawed  so  their 
lotts  shall  be  laid  out  to  them  proportionately  until 
ye  whole  be  divided  and  in  all  your  doings  herin  you 
are  to  follow  ye  direction  of  ye  law  and  so  make 
return  here  of  to  me  after  ye  meeting. 

Azor  Gale  Jr 
John  Stacey  Jr  Clerk 

Herewith  is  presented  a  copy  of  the  original  records 
with  the  names  of  the  members  of  the  two  committees, 
one  for  deciding  on  the  lots  sold,  the  other  for  “ye  laying 
out  of  ye  old  grants,”  along  with  a  map  which  may  help 
to  identify  these  allocations.  The  map  presents  only  a 
general  survey  of  the  property  holdings  and  cannot  be 
held  as  strictly  accurate. 

Description  of  the  Chart 

The  three  heavy  lines  running  across  the  Neck  show 
the  divisions  of  the  first,  second  and  third  pastures. 

The  dotted  lines  show  the  roads,  two  pole  ways  across 
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the  Neck,  and  the  road  running  along  the  harbor  side  is 
that  laid  out  in  1706  “by  Homans  Marsh,  by  the  fish 
fences,  down  to  Pedricks  house.” 

The  light  line  from  Boden’s  Head  to  Tucker’s  Place 
represents  Tucker’s  and  Pedrick’s  fence  or  wall. 

Gatchell,  Chinn,  Saimes  and  Blanchard  and  Wakefield 
had  lots  granted  by  Salem  and  were  not  given  lot  num¬ 
bers  by  the  Neck  Proprietors.  Wakefield  was  besides 
given  the  South  East  point  of  Land  because  part  of  his 
other  lot  was  taken  for  a  highway. 

The  black  square  in  lot  3  is  Pedrick’s  house.  The 
numbers  one  to  twenty-six  represent  the  lots  described 
as  to  ownership  and  bounds  in  the  record  of  the  committee 
for  the  proprietors.  For  instance,  lot  1  was  to  Captain 
Richard  Trevett  and  his  son  John,  lot  6  was  to  Nathaniel 
Nordens,  lot  19  to  the  successors  of  John  Stacey,  etc.,  etc. 

Fish  fences  ran  along  the  harbor  side  by  the  road 
all  the  way  from  Pitts  Beach  to  Hendley  and  Doliver’s. 
They  were  owned  or  leased  by  Homans,  Stacey,  Norden, 
Pedrick,  Tucker  and  Ingersoll,  and  likewise  are  described 
in  the  same  Records. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  “Records  of  proprietors  of 
Marblehead  Neck,  Being  the  division  of  the  same  by  the 
committee  appointed  therefore  by  the  proprietrs  therof — 
Dec.  4-^1724”; 

Mhd  Dec  4  -  1724 

we  the  subscribers  being  chosen  by  ye  proprietors  of  ye  great 
Neck  in  Mhd  to  subdivide  sd  Neck  to  the  proprietors  therof. 

Their  being  several  old  grants  which  were  first  laid  out 
and  settled  &  the  whole  in  manner  as  followeth  and  ye  lotts 
for  ye  proprietors  of  ye  said  subdivision  drawn  and  a  list 
thereof  presented  to  us  we  laid  out  an  old  grant  that  was 
granted  to  George  Chinn  of  three  acres  next  to  John  & 
Samuel  GatchelVs  six  acres  that  was  granted  to  them  by 
Salem  at  ye  lowest  end  of  ye  said  Neck  which  is  in  length 
fifty-two  poles  and  nine  poles  &  one  quater  at  each  end. 

1  The  first  lott  was  to  Capt  Richard  Trevett  and  his 
son  John  —  three  rights  which  is  next  ye  harbor  from  Chinn 
to  Hindley  &  Dolivers  22  poles  &  fourteen  feet  wide  then 
up  —  by  said  Hindly  &  Deliver  and  round  their  land  to 
their  south  comer  which  is  a  savin  bush  —  by  a  rock,  and 
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then  over  to  ye  sea  to  a  stake  and  stones  and  next  the  sea 
fifty  five  poles  to  Chinn’s  Lott. 

2.  The  second  lott  was  to  Mr.  Richard  Skinner  next  said 
Trevett’s  bounded  Northwesterly  with  ye  land,  of  said  Trev- 
itt,  Hindly  and  Dolivers,  then  by  the  Fish  fence  to  Tuckers 
land  and  round  Tuckers  and  wife’s  land  to  the  fish  fence, 
then  by  said  fish  fence  to  a  stake  and  stones  that  is  at  the 
head  of  Mrs  John  Homans  fish  fence  and  is  one  pole  &  thir¬ 
teen  ft  and  six  inches  short  of  Mr.  Homans  corner  next 
Ingersols  then  crost  the  neck  from  said  stake  &  stones  to  a 
heap  of  stones  near  the  sea  and  then  forty  two  poles  by  ye 
sea  to  Capt.  Trevitts  bounds.  This  lott  being  three  rights 
to  Skinner  &  one  to  his  son  William  Neck  deceased. 

3  The  third  lott  to  Capt.  Benjamin  James  one  right 
bounded  Northeasterly  on  sd  Skinners  lott  &  Westerly  one 
pole  and  fourteen  feet,  and  six  inches  on  said  Homans,  fish 
fence  and  then  down  by  Homan’s  fish  fence  within  four  poles 
of  ye  high  water  mark  then  two  poles  from  said  fence  to  a 
heap  of  stones  and  from  said  heap  of  stones  over  to  the 
Southeast  side  of  ye  Neck  to  a  heap  of  stones  and  then  by 
ye  sea  nineteen  poles  and  a  half  to  Skinners  bounds. 

4  The  fourth  Lott  was  to  Jeremiah  Gatchell  —  two 
rights  Bounded  Northeasterly  by  Capt.  James  land  (taking 
that  strip  of  land  between  Ingersol’s  fence  &  Pedricks  wall 
running  down  within  about  eight  or  ten  feet  of  an  old  house 
and  then  crost  to  Ingersols  fence)  and  from  ye  easterly  cor¬ 
ner  of  Pedrick’s  wall  over  to  ye  Southeast  side  of  ye  neck 
to  a  heap  of  stones  and  then  thirty  four  poles  and  eight  feet 
to  Capt.  James  Bounds. 

5-  The  fifth  lott  was  to  Col  John  Leggs  successors — 
two  rights  bounded  northeasterly  on  Jeremiah  Gatchels  and 
Northeasterly  eighteen  poles  and  five  feet  to  an  inward 
corner  of  ye  wall,  it  being  Pedricks  wall  and  then  turning 
by  ye  wall  to  ye  outward  corner  of  the  wall  and  from  said 
outward  corner  over  said  neck  to  the  Southeasterly  side  to 
a  heap  of  stones  and  from  said  stones  twenty  six  poles  and 
twelve  feet  to  Gatchels  bounds  —  the  charge  of  laying  out  of 
these  two  leases  of  Col  John  Leggs 

6-  The  sixth  lot  was  to  Col  Nathaniel  Norden,  two  rights 
and  is  at  ye  Northwest  end  on  Tucker’s  or  Pedrick’s  fence 
twelve  poles  and  a  half  and  at  ye  Southeast  end  next  ye 
sea  —  twenty-four  poles. 

7-  The  seventh  Lott  was  to  Mr.  Francis  Bowden  one 
right,  Northwesterly  on  Tuckers  or  Pedricks  wall  six  poles 
and  six  feet,  and  ye  Southeast  end  next  ye  sea  nine  poles  and 
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one  foot,  which  is  ye  End  of  ye  first  pasture  and  the  line 
run  of 

Range 

Southwesterly  corner  of  Tuckers  or  Pedricks  wall  to  a  high 
split  rock  near  the  sea  with  stones  on  it  an  so  to  the  sea  and 
other  bounds  made  between. 

8-  The  eight  Lott  to  William  Hinds  one  right  bounded 
Northeasterly  —  Bounded  on  Tuckers  or  Pedricks  wall  and 
is  six  poles  and  one  half  at  ye  Northwest  next  ye  harbor  & 
at  ye  Southeasterly  end  it  is  five  poles  and  nine  feet  and 
this  is  narrower  in  ye  middle  than  at  each  end;  which  Lott 
is  so  because  ye  wall  and  Bowdens  line  is  not  directly  straight 
which  lot  contains  about  three  acres  and  one  hundred  poles. 

9-  The  ninth  lott  was  to  Mr.  Richard  Ruth,  one  right, 
and  is  at  the  Northwest  end  five  poles  measured  square  said 
Lott  runs  down  to  ye  harbor  at  ye  Southwest  end  five  poles 
and  fifteen  feet  at  ye  sea. 

Then  was  Thomas  Sain®s  and  widow  Blanchar  Grants  laid 
out  tenn  poles  wide  next  the  harbor  and  running  crost  ye 
neck,  and  is  at  ye  Southeast  end  eight  poles  wide,  which  con¬ 
tains  nine  acres  and  twenty  poles  it  being  two  grants  granted 
by  Salem  to  Saines  and  Blanchor.  The  twenty  is  for  a  High¬ 
way  thro  the  said  Grant. 

10-  The  tenth  Lott  William  Peach’s  successors,  two 
rights  and  is  in  width  at  the  Northwest  end  running  down 
to  ye  harbor  seven  poles  —  fourteen  feet  and  a  half  only  a 
small  part  of  it  butting  on  Col  Norden’s  fish  fence  and  at  ye 
southeast  end,  nine  poles  and  nine  feet  and  a  half  next  ye  sea. 

11-  The  eleventh  Lott  was  to  ye  successors  of  Rev  Mr. 
Cheeveii  —  two  rights  nine  poles  on  ye  back  of  ye  fish  fence 
next  ye  harbor,  and  at  ye  South  east  end  next  the  sea  ten 
poles  and  nine  feet  and  a  half. 

12-  The  twelvth  lott  was  to  John  Colley  Esq.  two  rights 
next  ye  fish  fence  at  ye  Northwest  end  eight  poles  and  three 
quarters,  Southeast  end  tenn  poles  and  one  foot. 

13-  The  Thirteenth  lott  was  to  John  Reed  or  succes¬ 
sors,  on  right  next  to  the  fish  fence  at  ye  Northwest  end  — 
four  poles  and  a  half,  at  the  South  end  five  poles  and  nine 
feet  and  three  inches. 

14-  The  fourteenth  lott  was  to  Mr.  Eben'  Hawks,  two 
rights,  at  the  Northwest  end  ten  poles  part  against  the  fish- 
fence  and  part  running  down  to  the  Harbor  and  at  the 
Southeast  end  twelve  poles  &  four  feet. 

15-  The  fifteenth  lott  was  to  Mr.  Samuel  Russel,  one 
right  on  ye  back  of  ye  fish  fence  at  the  North  west  end  five 
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poles  and  at  ye  South  east  end  six  poles  and  one  foot, 

16-  The  Lott  was  to  Mr.  John  Connant,  one  right  on 
the  Fish  fence  at  the  Northwest  end  five  poles  and  at  ye 
South  east  end  six  poles  and  one  foot  — 

And  this  is  the  end  of  the 

Second  Pasture 
and  we  run  the  line  and  made  several 
bounds  on  the  said  line 

And  then  was  laid  out  by  virtue  of  a  grant  by  Salem,  to 
John  Wakefield  four  acres  and  is  one  hundred  and  sixty 
poles  long  and  four  poles  wide  at  each  end.  which  is  accord¬ 
ing  to  said  grant  allowing  eight  poles  thro  said  grant  for  a 
high  way  &  in  line  for  that  eight  poles  for  a  way  is  allowed 
to  him  a  notch  of  land  giving  to  ye  said  grant  on  the  back 
side  of  the  said  grant 

17-  Was  to  Mr.  Kobert  Devereux,  one  right  North 
westerly  next  the  fish  fence  by  the  Harbor  four  poles  and 
two  feet  and  at  the  Sea  four  poles  and  two  feet  Southeasterly 
and  — 

18.  Lott  was  to  Elezier  Ingalls  successors  two  rights, 
Northwest  and  by  the  fish  fence  nine  poles,  and  at  the  South¬ 
east  end  nine  poles  wide. 

19  -  Lott  was  to  John  Stacey’s  successors  one  right  at 
the  Northwest  end.  at  the  fish  fence  five  poles  wide  and  five 
poles  at  the  Southeast  end.  next  the  sea. 

20  -  Lott  was  Mr.  John  Waldrens,  one  right,  at  the  sea. 
four  poles  wide  and  at  Mr,  Homan’s  wall  one  poles  wide  it 
being  part  of  his  lott  &  the  other  part  is  a  peice  of  land  that 
is  lying  on  the  North  side  of  Homan’s  marsh,  bounded. 
Northeasterly  with  the  Stacey  lott  by  the  Fish  fence  round 
down  to  ye  Harbor  and  Southerly  by  Homans  fence  and 
westerly  by  the  harbor. 

21  -  Lott  was  Mr.  John  Edgeham’s  successors,  one  right 
next  to  Homans  wall  six  poles  and  a  half  wide  and  at  ye 
Southeast  end.  six  poles  and  half- 

22  -  Lott  was  to  Mr.  Samuel  Heed’s  successors  two  rights 
and  Northwesterly  next  to  Mr,  John  Homans  wall,  fifteen 
poles  and  one  quarter  and  at  the  other  end  on  a  square, 
twelve  poles  and  one  half,  one  part  butting  on  a  pond  or 
swamp,  at  ye  spring  the  other  part  running  down  to  the 
beach.  But  it  is  to  be  understood  that  there  is  a  two  pole 
between  the  said  pond  or  swamp  and  said  Lott  from  the  way 
on  the  Southwest  side  of  said  Lott  to  the  Sipring  with  suit¬ 
able  accommodations  round  the  spring,  and  there  is  a  two 
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pole  way  left  on  the  Southwesterly  side  of  the  said  Reeds 
Lott  [from]  sd  Pond  to  Mr.  John  Homan’s  wall. 

23  -  Lott  was  to  Philips  Tucker  one  right  next  the  Swamp 
at  the  Southeast  end  seven  poles  and  six  feet  wide  and  seven 
poles  and  six  feet  at  Mr.  Homans  wall. 

24  -  Lott  was  to  Mr.  John  Roads,  one  right,  at  ye  North¬ 
east  end  seven  poles  and  twelve  feet  and  at  the  swamp  seven 
poles  and  twelve  feet  —  S.  East. 

25  -  Lott  was  to  Christopher  Boobers  successors  one  right 
eight  poles  and  one  half  at  the  Southeast  end  and  nine  poles 
and  one  half  next  the  harbor. 

26.  Lott,  was  to  Mr.  John  Pedrick  successors  two  rights, 
and  for  his  lott  is  all  ye  upper  end  of  ye  neck  above  Boobers 
Lott  excepting  the  land  at  the  end  of  the  long  beach  without 
the  wall  and  the  Island  that  lieth  westerly  of  the  pond 
against  Tinker’s  Island.  These  two  pieces  were  not  meas¬ 
ured  at  the  first  and  not  divided  &  therefore  remain  to  all 
the  proprietors  of  the  said  neck. 

1  -  And  we  do  think  it  convenient  that  there  is  convenient 
landing  place  against  Ingersolls.  for  all  ye  proprietors  of  the 
neck  and  we  have  left  it  there,  that  from  the  lower  end  of 
Mr.  Gatchells  lot  between  Pedricks  land  and  Capt.  James’ 
lot  down  to  low  water  mark  to  be  left  for  that  use. 

2  -  And  also  we  think  it  convenient  that  there  be  a  high¬ 
way  from  ye  upper  end  of  said  neck  to  ye  lower  end  of  the 
said  Neck  where  the  propritors  of  ye  said  Neck  see  meett  and 
to  be  two  poles  wide. 

3-  and  fuijther  for  our  satisfaction  we  measured  Ped¬ 
ricks  &  Tuckers,  land  as  it  is  now  fenced  and  we  find  it  to 
contain  nine  acres  and  sixty  three  poles. 

4-  And  also  ye  marsh  that  Mr.  Homan  hath  within  fence 
we  allowed  to  be  in  full  of  Ralph  Warren  Grants  of  two  acres. 

And  in  the  above  said  division  we  had  special  regard  to 
quantity  &  quality  according  to  former  vote. 

Joseph-  Burnap-  Sur'’  and  Richard  Trevett,  John  Waldron, 
Ebenezer  Hawks  —  Committee  for  laying  ye  lots  afores^ 
Richard  Trevett.  John  Waldron,  Rich**  Ruth,  Committee 
for  ye  laying  out  ye  old  grants. 

Joshua  Coombs,  described  as  a  shoreman  and  residing 
on  the  Neck,  -was  the  first  individual  to  start  acquiring 
property  in  an  extensive  way.  This  was  about  the  years 
1730-1760.  KvJ  bought  from  Benjamin  Hendley  for 
£20.0.0,  half  an  acre,  in  1735.  The  committee  for  the 
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Neck  Proprietors  sold  him  half  an  acre  for  £25.0.0.  in 
1749.  Three  years  later  Mr.  Coombs  purchased  a  quar¬ 
ter  of  an  acre  from  Ebenezer  Stacey  for  £5.0.0.  and 
“near  ye  said  Joshua’s  dwelling  house.”  In  1756  he 
bought  from  Ebenezer  Hawks  pait  of  William  Hands 
(Hines)  old  lot  No.  8  and  part  of  No.  9,  having  the  year 
earlier,  1755,  acquired  lot  No.  16,  John  Conant’s,  for 
£18.3.5.  In  1757  Ebenezer  Hawks  sold  him  his  own 
lot  No.  14,  described  as  ten  acres,  for  £40.0.0  He 
bought  an  acre  of  land  from  Philip  Tucker  for  £40.0.0. 
and  finally  in  1759  he  acquired  from  Samuel  Stacey  half 
an  acre  next  to  his  place  for  £8.0.0. 

Humphrey  Devereux,  identified  as  a  physician,  pur¬ 
chased  three  separate  pieces  of  property.  In  1746,  he 
bought  from  the  family  of  John  Neal  four  acres,  being 
half  of  lot  5,  formerly  laid  out  to  Col.  John  Legg,  and 
half  the  cows’  commonage  which  Mr.  Neal  had  acquired 
from  Stephen  Minot  in  1723.  This  amounted  to  about 
four  acres  and  was  had  at  twenty  pounds.  In  1748,  he 
took  over  from  Philip  Tucker  lot  23  for  thirty  pounds. 
Finally,  in  1757,  Humphrey  Devereux  took  over  lot  11 
from  Ebenezer  Hawks  for  forty  pounds.  This  consisted 
of  about  nine  acres,  being  the  same  formerly  owned  by 
Samuel  Cheever. 

Other  purchases  and  sales  taking  place  at  this  period 
on  the  Neck  may  be  briefly  mentioned. 

In  1734,  it  is  interesting  to  observe  in  a  deed  describ¬ 
ing  lot  3,  the  estate  of  Benjamin  James,  that  it  is  “next 
ye  landing  place  at  Pedricl^  Cove,”  disclosing  that  Ped- 
rick’s  house  was  probably  not  far  distant  from  the  land¬ 
ing  as  shown  on  the  map  of  the  division  of  the  Neck 
for  the  Proprietors. 

In  1741,  John  Waldron’s  lot  No.  20  was  sold  “to  dis¬ 
charge  his  debts”  to  Joseph  Swett  for  fifty  shillings. 

In  1747,  John  Tasker  bought  two  and  one-half  acres 
from  Thomas  Bartlett  for  180  pounds.  Two  years  later  he 
bought  Doliver’s  place  for  80  pounds. 

In  1751,  the  Committee  for  the  Neck  Proprietors  sold 
to  Jacob  Fowles  one  and  three  quarters  acres  for  40 
pounds. 
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In  1752,  Steven  Vickery  acquired  John  and  his  wife 
Abigail  Searle’s  place. 

In  1754,  Benjamin  Handley  bought  Tucker’s  old  place 
for  16  pounds  and  described,  “formerly  in  the  occupation 
of  Andrew  Tucker  and  something  more  than  an  acre.” 
Interesting  in  that  it  substantiates  the  proof  that  he  lived 
here. 

In  1756,  Robert  Hooper  acquired  lot  19  from  the  Heck 
Proprietors  for  14  pounds. 

Finally,  in  1763,  John  Roads  and  his  wife  Miriam  sold 
their  lot  24  for  60  pounds  to  Jeremiah  Lee,  the  same 
piece  described  as  containing  two  acres  and  bounded  on 
the  southwest  by  “a  highway  leading  across  the  Neck  as 
the  wall  now  stands.” 

It  is  not  uncommon  to  find  the  committee  for  the  Neck 
Proprietors  frequently  describe  their  own  unsold  lands, 
such  as:  “bounded  north  east  on  land  of  ye  Neck  pro¬ 
prietors”  instead  of  next  the  land  of  so  and  so,  or,  “on  the 
way  or  common  land  by  ye  wall,”  etc. 

Further,  the  authority  to  handle  real  estate  business 
is  in  nearly  every  instance  emphasized  in  the  deeds  thus: 
“said  proprietors  are  the  only  sole  and  lawfull  owners 
of  the  said  granted  and  bargained  premises  and  have  good 
rights  and  lawfull  authority  to  grant,  convey  and  con¬ 
firm,”  etc. 

During  most  of  this  period  the  committee  for  these 
sales  was  made  up  of  Nathaniel  Bowen,  Moses  Callay, 
Ebenezer  Stacey,  Joseph  Blaney,  Robert  Paramore.  An 
earlier  committee  for  the  transactions  of  the  Neck  Pro¬ 
prietors’  property  consisted  of  Joseph  Burnap,  Richard 
Trevett,  John  Waldron,  Ebenezer  Hawks,  Richard  Reith. 

From  ]\Ir.  Ome’s  letter  previously  quoted  we  have  had 
an  opportunity  to  see  what  an  important  fishing  port 
^farblehead  became.  Vessels  arrived  here  from  the  Banks, 
and,  sometimes  after  the  fish  were  cured,  departed  for  va¬ 
rious  foreign  shores.  After  Benjamin  Boden’s  death,  his 
estate  on  the  Neck  was  advertised  for  sale  in  the  Salem 
Gazette  in  1785.  Although  he  did  not  have  as  large  a 
fishing  interest  as  some  of  the  other  inhabitants,  this 
advertisement  stated:  “To  be  sold  .  .  .  also  a  fish  fence 
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at  the  Great  Neck  so  called  sufficient  to  dry  near  1000 
quintels  of  fish,  with  a  warehouse  thereon  ...” 

Small  pox  had  made  serious  inroads  in  this  vicinity 
since  1725  and  lasted  half  a  century  before  its  elimina¬ 
tion.  Vessels  coming  home  from  foreign  ports  were  com¬ 
pelled  to  air  their  cargoes  on  one  of  the  islands  before 
bringing  them  to  port.  To  isolate  patients  in  town  the 
inhabitants  sought  the  purchase  of  Cat  Island  from  Jon¬ 
athan  Glover.  This  measure  failed,  however,  so  in  April, 
1777,  the  town  “voted  the  selectmen  be  desired  to  remove 
all  our  sick  and  infected  with  small  pox  over  to  the  Neck 
there  to  be  taken  care  of,”  and  in  June,  1799,  the  towns¬ 
men  discussed  “whether  to  remove  the  Watch  House  which 
is  now  standing  opposite  to  Col.  John  Glovers  dwelling 
house,  upon  some  part  of  the  Great  Neck  and  make  such 
additions  to  the  said  building  as  they  may  think  necessary 
for  the  convenience  and  reception  of  any  sick  persons  as 
may  be  brought  from  sea.  ...”  However,  it  cannot  be 
definitely  ascertained  that  any  sick  on  this  account  were 
ever  brought  here. 

Pestilence  and  the  war  had  left  great  hardship  and 
poverty.  So,  in  1780,  at  a  town  meeting  it  was  voted 
“that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  form  an  estmate  of 
the  value  of  the  houses,  stores,  fish  and  other  fences,  which 
have  been  necessarily  used  as  fuel  by  the  inhabitants  of 
the  town  since  the  commencement  of  the  present  war.” 

The  Rev.  William  Bentley  of  Salem,  in  1794,  visited 
the  Neck  and  made  these  notations  in  his  diary: 

Mr.  Andrews  who  has  the  best  house  on  the  Neck,  is 
wealthy,  possesses  27  acres,  part  of  which  lays  in  the  rights 
of  the  common  land,  tho’  each  man  knows  his  special  prop¬ 
erty.  There  are  now  three  dwelling  houses  upon  the  Neck, 
besides  their  barns  &  several  fish  houses.  It  is  said  that 
there  ware  formerly  12  houses,  but  by  the  cellars  they  are 
judged  to  have  been  small  &  not  to  be  compared  to  these  now 
standing.  Mr.  Andrews’  house  was  built  before  the  war,  is 
painted  and  in  good  repair  with  out  houses  and  excellent 
stone  walls.  The  other  houses  are  the  common  farm  houses 
two  stories  with  pitched  roofs. 

On  April  9,  1808,  the  Neck  Proprietors  decided  to 
“take  into  consideration  the  state  of  the  land  at  the  west- 
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erly  end  of  said  Neck  which  was  left  in  common  and 
undivided  for  the  use  of  all  the  proprietors  thereof  when 
said  Neck  was  originally  laid  out  into  lotts.”  Nothing 
resulted  until  1812,  when  the  same  vote  was  passed  as  well 
as  “the  expediency  of  laying  out  a  road  and  cartway  for 
passing  and  repassing  from  the  westerly  to  the  easterly 
part  of  said  Neck.” 

Mr.  Ephraim  Brown,  who  was  one  of  the  Neck  Pro¬ 
prietors  himself,  had  been  buying  in  much  of  the  Neck 
property.  In  1834,  he  purchased  from  Sarah  Doliber 
for  $300,  Lot  12,  formerly  John  Galley’s,  also  another 
lot  “on  part  of  which  stood  an  old  dwelling  house  owned 
and  occupied  by  Richard  Coombs  dec’d,”  bounded  south¬ 
westerly  on  the  property  formerly  of  John  Pedrick.  The 
next  year  he  bought  Bakers  Island,  excepting  the  light¬ 
house  property,  for  $1,800.  From  David  Blanchard  he 
received  half  of  Lot  26  for  $225,  and  from  Andrew  Stur- 
tevant  he  bought  half  another  lot.  This  same  year,  1835, 
he  paid  John  Sparhawk,  administrator  of  estate  of  Jesse 
Blanchard,  $6,475.  For  this  larger  sum  Ephraim  Brown 
received  “a  dwelling  house,  two  bams,  fish  house  and 
fish  flakes  and  other  buildings”  from  Joseph  Doliber  and 
Elias  Hendley,  3  or  4  acres,  the  property  of  Collyer, 
Andrews  &  Blanchard,  Henry  Reas,  Boden,  “Coombs, 
Rhodes  and  others,”  and  “also  a  lot  of  land  on  which 
formerly  stood  the  Salt  Works  conveyed  by  Evans.”  This 
was  the  lot  bought,  in  1804,  by  Ebenezer  Giles  Evans  for 
$1,050,  from  Samuel  Sewall,  and  before  this  from  Nich¬ 
olas  Edgecomb  to  Robert  Hooper  (1751).  In  1810,  Eliz¬ 
abeth  Cole  purchased  it  for  $940,  “with  all  the  buildings 
and  appurtenances  therof  lately  used  and  improved  for 
salt  works.”  Mr.  Ephraim  Brown  furthermore  by  this 
same  deed  acquired  most  of  Lots  2,  3,  4,  6,  7,  8,  9,  10, 
12,  14  and  16.  The  town  of  Marblehead  conveyed  him 
Lots  2,  5,  13,  15,  17,  19  and  23.  As  a  result  of  these 
acquisitions  the  Neck  Proprietors  held  no  more  meetings 
and  their  functions  ceased.  It  is  recorded,  in  1839,  that : 
“Mr.  Ephraim  Brown  having  by  purchase  become  the  pro¬ 
prietor  or  owner  of  nearly  all  the  several  rights  or  leases 
on  the  Great  Neck,  it  is  no  longer  necessary  to  hold  meet¬ 
ing  of  said  proprietors.” 
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In  the  year  1831  the  town  of  Marblehead  gave  consid¬ 
eration  to  the  construction  of  a  lighthouse.  On  August 
30th,  a  petition  was  brought  by  Eleazer  P.  Graves  and 
others  to  the  selectmen : 

to  call  a  meeting  to  take  into  consideration  the  subject  of 
having  a  lighthouse  erected  by  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  on  the  point  of  Neck  at  the  entrance  of  the  harbour 
and  to  see  if  the  town  then  assembled  will  petition  Congress 
for  that  purpose. 

Considerable  discussion  ensued,  not  only  over  the  merits 
of  such  an  undertaking,  but  also  concerning  its  position. 
The  agent  for  the  Government  was  Mr.  Henshaw,  the 
Collector  of  Port  at  Boston.  His  advice  was  to  locate 
the  lighthouse  elsew’here  than  on  the  Neck.  The  local 
committee,  however,  resolved: 

that  it  is  not  our  intention  to  enter  into  the  strife  of  bar¬ 
gaining  for  said  point  of  Neck,  our  only  object  is  to  have 
the  best  spot  selected;  we  have  a  good  harbour  and  we  wish 
to  make  it  easy  of  access  to  the  care  worn  and  weather  beaten 
mariner. 

In  1835,  definite  plans  were  under  way.  On  May  21st 
it  was  voted  that  the  following  resolve  be  accepted,  viz. : 
“that  the  lighthouse  be  commenced  immediately.”  A  com¬ 
mittee  of  five  chosen  to  carry  out  this  resolve  consisted  of 
John  Ingalls,  Edmund  Bray,  Richard  Caswell,  Francis 
Smith,  Peter  Dixey,  Jr.  The  premises  for  the  lighthouse 
were  conveyed  by  Joseph  W.  Green  and  Ephraim  Brown 
to  the  United  States  on  July  10,  1835,  and  for  the  sum 
of  $375.00.  Work  was  started  immediately  and  was  com¬ 
pleted  within  the  year. 

There  is  an  old  foundation  at  the  end  of  the  beach 
butting  on  the  United  States  property.  Maybe  one  of 
Marblehead’s  first  houses  stood  there.  An  extract  of  the 
deed  for  this  property  in  measuring  the  land  states:  “on 
the  harbor  side  of  said  Neck,  to  a  cove,  including  in  said 
cove  to  the  east  of  said  line,  a  landing  for  boats  and 
vessels.” 

The  erection  of  the  lighthouse  made  so  favorable  an 
impression  upon  the  people  of  Marblehead,  that  with  a 
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view  to  extending  the  facilities  of  the  port  appeals  were 
subsequently  made  for  breakwaters  in  the  harbor.  A  sur¬ 
vey,  estimate  and  petition  was  sent  to  Congress  in  1838 
for  such  construction  from  either  Jack’s  Point  or  Point 
of  Neck  “into  the  harbour,  to  break  the  force  of  the  sea 
in  North  Easterly  and  Easterly  winds  and  make  a  safe 
anchorage  for  vessels  in  winter.” 

In  1840  the  town  appealed  to  Mr.  Saltonstall  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  and  in  1845  another  appeal  was 
made  to  the  General  Court.  No  funds  were  ever  forth¬ 
coming  for  this  enterprise,  there  was  no  unanimity  of 
feeling,  and  it  was  concluded : 

First,  a  pier  on  the  ballast  from  the  Neck  towards  Skin¬ 
ners  Head  might  be  constructed  to  afford  a  shelter  for  a  few 
fishing  vessels  and  a  refuge  for  a  few  light  coasters  or  small 
vessels  in  case  of  a  sudden  blow  ...  to  make  this  harbor, 
not  less  than  thirty  thousand  dollars  would  be  required  to 
build  a  pier  on  the  ballast  .  .  .  the  committee  think  the 
disadvantages  more  than  counter  balance  the  advantages  of 
a  pier  on  the  ballast. 

Mr.  Ephraim  Brown,  who,  we  have  learnt,  had  acquired 
nearly  the  entire  Neck,  petitioned  the  General  Court,  in 
1855,  for  authority  “to  make  and  maintain  a  wharf  .  .  . 
on  the  premises  of  your  petitioner,  said  wharf  to  extend 
one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  from  lands  of  your  petitioner.” 

It  is  interesting  to  observe  the  procedure  then,  compared 
to  present  times.  The  petition  was  ordered  to  be  published 
twice  in  The  People’s  Advocate,  Marblehead,  and  in  the 
Salem  Register,  following  which  an  Act  of  the  Legisla¬ 
ture,  with  the  Governor’s  approval,  furnished  the  neces¬ 
sary  authority,  as  follows : 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives 
in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the 
same  as  follows: 

Ephraim  Brown  is  herebv  authorized  to  build  and  main¬ 
tain  a  wharf  from  his  own  land  adjoining  the  southeast  side 
of  the  harbor  of  Marblehead,  and  to  extend  the  same  one 
hundred  and  fifty  feet  from  high-water  mark;  and  he  shall 
have  the  right  to  lay  vessels  at  the  end  and  sides  of  said 
wharf,  and  to  receive  wharfage  and  dockage  therefor:  pro- 
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vided,  this  grant  shall  not  interfere  with  the  legal  rights  of 
any  persons  whatever.  Approved  hy  the  Governor,  April  18, 
1855. 

This  same  pier  exists  today  in  front  of  what  is  now 
called  the  Samoset  House,  and  both  are  the  property  of 
the  Eastern  Yacht  Club. 

This  Samoset  House  is  one  of  the  earliest  dwellings 
on  the  N’eck  still  in  use.  It  was  the  original  property  of 
John  Pedrick,  whose  will,  probated  October  7,  1686,  be¬ 
queathed  it  to  one  of  his  sons-in-law,  John  Stasey.  The 
inventory  of  this  will  included  two  boats,  two  mooring 
anchors,  and  “one  black  negro  servant.”  In  1776,  Sta- 
sey^s  title  was  sold  to  John  Andrews  for  seventeen  pounds. 
John  Andrews  developed  and  improved  his  farm  and 
homestead  and  lived  here  for  over  thirty  years.  In  1805 
he  sold  out  to  Jesse  Blanchard  “the  dwelling  house,  bam, 
fish  houses  and  all  other  buildings”  for  $1,349.96.  This 
sale  included  three  acres  Andrews  purchased  for  twenty- 
one  pounds  from  Amos  Dennis,  whose  wife  was  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Capt.  Benjamin  James,  and  two  lots  bought  from 
Michael  Coombs  for  thirty-seven  pounds. 

Upon  the  death  of  Jesse  Blanchard,  the  administrators 
of  his  estate  put  the  Neck  farm  up  for  auction.  As  may 
be  seen  from  the  auction  announcement  the  farm  had 
been  “improved”  considerably,  for  in  1835  it  contained  be¬ 
sides  the  two-story  dwelling,  two  large  barns,  an  ice  house 
and  other  buildings.  Thomas  Dalton  was  the  auctioneer. 
The  property  was  bought  by  Green  and  Brown  and  marked 
an  early  acquisition  by  Ephraim  Brown  to  his  substantial 
Neck  ownership  in  1839. 

The  original  description  and  advertisement  of  the  prop¬ 
erty  along  with  a  photographic  copy  of  the  same,  is  thus 
presented : 

Farm  at  Auction 


Postponed  on  account  of  the  weather 

Will  be  sold  by  order  of  Court  on  Tuesday  the  24***  day  of 
March  at  11  oclock  A.  M. 

That  well  known  Farm,  situated  on  Marblehead  Neck, 
lately  belonging  to  Jesse  Blanchard,  deceased  known  by  the 


FAR91  AT  AUCTIOJ^. 


i^M^ostponed  ott  account  of  the 
tceatkewm 


\ 

Will  be  sold,  by  order  of  Court,  on  'J'uesday,  the  24th  da;^ 

of  March,  at  II  o’clock,  A.  M. _ 

That  well  known  FARM,  situated  on  Marblehead  Neck, 

lately  belonitinc  to  JESSE  BLANCHARD,  deceased,  knovn  by  the  ni  me  of  the 
NECK.  FARM,  consist  init‘ of  a  two-story  Dwelling!-  hoese,  two  large  Kams,  an  Ice¬ 
house,  and  other  out-buildings,  a  Warehouse  and  Fish-lenre,  together  with  about  one 
bundred  and  thirty  acres  of  Land,  about  tony  uf  which  are  mowing  and  tillage,  and  a 
Ballast  beach  ol  considerable  value 

In  point  of  local  situation,  this  ('arm  is  not  surpassed  by 

any  in  the  State,  commanein:.’  a  view  of  the  town  and  harbor  of  Marblehead,  and  a 
Buy  prosjiert,  equal,  if  not  su|ierior,  to  tliqt  ol  N^aMit.  .I'p  the  sponstnan  and  angler 
it  presents  the  grea  est  facilities  tor  the  prosecriH n  of  thivV  spons^  In  lie  sinnicr 
season,  pearch  and  tautog  are  caught  from  the  rocks  in  abundance;  plovers  and  curlews  I 
abound  in  the  pastures.  | 

Persons  disposed  to  obtnin  locations  for  summer  residences,  | 

will  find,  in  the  Neck,  capabilities  equal  to  those  of  Nahant,  with  the  additional  con- 
veniem-eK  of  being  nearer  Marblebcad  and  Salem,  with  the  advantages  ol  a  soil  suscep¬ 
tible  of  cultivation,  large  quantities  of  sea-manure  being  at  hand  at  all  seasons  of  t^ 
year  A  i’ubtic  House  might  be  erected  bore,  which  would  make  the  Neck  a  fastaon- 
ahle  resort  for  people  from  itll  quarters,  us  soon  as  the  beauty  of  its  situatkm  and  iu 
other  attractions  became  more  generally  known. 

Persons  wishing  to  view  the  prenkises,  and  obtain  further 

information,  are  desired  to  call  on  EPHRAIM  BROWN  or  DAVID  BLANCH- 
AilD,  both  of  Marblehead,  or 

J.  SPARHAWKs  elR.  , 

Marblehead,  March 21,  183ft.  f ,,,,,  •  Zi- 
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name  of  the  Neck  Farm,  consisting  of  a  two  story  Dwelling- 
house,  two  large  Barns,  an  Ice  house,  and  other  out  build¬ 
ings,  a  Warehouse  and  Fish-fence,  together  with  about  one 
hundred  and  thirty  acres  of  Land,  about  forty  of  which  are 
mowing  and  tillage  and  a  Ballast  Beach  of  considerable  value. 

In  point  of  local  situation  this  farm  is  not  surpassed  by 
any  in  the  state,  commanding  a  view  of  the  town  and  harbor 
of  Marblehead  and  a  Bay  prospect  equal  if  not  superior  to 
that  of  Nahant.  To  the  sporteman  and  angler  it  presents 
the  greatest  facilities  for  the  prosecution  of  their  sports.  In 
the  summer  season,  pearch  and  tautog  are  caught  from  the 
rocks  in  abundance;  plovers  and  curlews  abound  in  the  pas¬ 
tures. 

Persons  disposed  to  obtain  locations  for  summer  residences 
will  find,  in  the  Neck  capabilities  equal  to  those  of  Nahant 
with  the  additional  conveniences  of  being  nearer  Marblehead 
and  Salem  with  the  advantages  of  a  soil  susceptible  of  culti¬ 
vation,  large  quantities  of  sea  manure  being  at  hand  at  all 
seasons  of  the  year.  A  Public  House  might  be  erected  here, 
which  would  make  the  Neck  a  fashionable  resort  for  people 
from  all  quarters,  as  soon  as  the  beauties  of  its  situation  and 
its  other  attractions  became  more  generally  known. 

Persons  wishing  to  view  the  premises,  and  obtain  further 
information  are  desired  to  call  on  Ephraim  Brown  or  David 
Blanchard  both  of  Marblehead  or 

L.  Sparhawk  Jr.  Adm’r 
Marble  head  March  21  1835 

The  old  homestead  became  the  center  of  a  very  inten¬ 
sive  produce  and  dairy  farm  and  the  crops  were  suffi¬ 
ciently  bountiful  to  warrant  Mr.  Browm’s  owning  several 
vessels.  These  were  loaded  at  his  stone  pier  and  carried 
the  produce  mostly  to  New  York.  In  1837,  Ephraim 
Brown  purchased  the  schooner  Echo,  Thomas  Trefry, 
master.  Samuel  Blackler  was  master  the  following  year. 
In  1840,  Mr.  Brown  owned  the  schooner  James  with  John 
Green,  Jr.,  master. 

To  realize  the  extent  of  farming  on  the  Neck  it  will 
be  interesting  to  quote  from  the  extracts  of  a  field  meet¬ 
ing  held  by  the  Essex  County  Natural  History  Society 
in  September,  1858.  Mr.  Ephraim  Brown  had  tendered 
the  use  of  the  farm  house  and  premises  for  the  field  meet¬ 
ing  on  Marblehead  Neck: 
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The  approach  to  the  Neck  is  by  a  short  beach  of  sand  and 
rounded  pebbles  dividing  a  part  of  the  harbor  from  the  ocean, 
or  else  by  taking  boat  or  some  such  small  craft  and  crossing 
to  a  convenient  wharf  on  the  premises  of  the  farm  of  Ephraim 
Brown  Jr  Esq. 

To  some  the  plants  which  grew  upon  the  salt  sand  were 
novel  in  their  botanical  experience  and  gave  an  interest  to 
the  stroll.  To  others  the  deliquescing  Medusae  offered  at¬ 
tractions. 

The  place  of  rendezvous  was  the  seedroom  of  the  farm, 
offered  us  by  the  proprietor.  Mr.  Brown’s  farm  indeed  occu¬ 
pies  a  greater  portion  of  the  Neck,  and  its  well  tilled  fields 
resembled  large  beds  of  a  garden.  The  land  under  cultiva¬ 
tion  and  tillage  is  about  240  acres.  We  found  25  acres  under 
hoe  culture,  and  the  hay  crop  is  annually  about  100  tons.  A 
field  of  onions  quite  free  from  rust  and  fiy  promised  a  har¬ 
vest  which  might  cause  “tears  of  joy.”  These  are  the  Dan¬ 
vers  yellow  onions,  and  the  produce  of  this  year  will  be  about 
1500  barrels.  Besides  this  single  root  crop,  there  are  4000 
marketable  cabbages  raised  to  the  acre,  besides  carrots  and 
squashes.  The  facilities  for  sea  manure  renders  this  farm 
of  great  practical  value.  Those  of  the  party,  who  visited 
the  premises,  pronounced  the  buildings,  stock  and  manage¬ 
ment  of  the  farm  of  the  very  best  character. 

After  the  usual  devotion  to  the  contents  of  the  baskets  and 
libations  from  the  spring  of  cold  water  the  meeting  was 
held,  etc.  ...” 

Ephraim  Brown  died  in  1861.  An  inventory  of  his 
Neck  Farm  showed,  besides  oxen  and  other  cattle,  a  herd 
of  twelve  milk  cows. 

Another  homestead  on  the  Neck  still  used  as  a  dwelling 
is  the  old  Manataug  and  later  Atlantic  House.  In  1848, 
this  was  operated  as  a  boarding  house  under  the  super¬ 
vision  of  a  Mr.  Cary.  In  1854,  The  People’s  Advocate, 
Marblehead,  commenced  running  advertisements  of  the 
dwelling  under  the  name  of  “Manataug  House,”  open  the 
year  round,  and  for  “points  well  known  to  the  lovers  of 
Tauntaug  Fishing  —  The  Neck  lands  are  the  favorite 
resort  of  the  Plover  and  Curlew,  and  afford  sport  for 
Gunners  during  the  season.”  Mr.  Samuel  Goodwin  was 
then  proprietor.  In  later  years  it  became  knovm  as  the 
Union  House,  under  the  supervision  of  Martin  Ham,  Jr., 
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and,  in  1874,  Mr.  S.  H.  Sawtell  operated  the  hotel  under 
the  name  of  the  Atlantic  House. 

To  revert  to  the  history  of  the  lighthouse  for  a  moment, 
it  is  interesting  to  observe  from  the  Marblehead  Ledger, 
dated  November  14,  1860,  that  the  second  keeper  of  the 
Marblehead  Light  was  Miss  Jane  C.  Martin.  The  an¬ 
nouncement  follows: 

Lighthouse  Appointment.  We  learn  from  the  Boston 
Journal  that  Miss  Jane  C.  Martin  has  been  appointed  Keeper 
of  light  on  the  Neck,  vice  Ezekiel  Darling,  resigned.  Miss 
Martin  is  a  daughter  of  the  late  Capt.  Ambrose  Martin,  who 
kept  the  Baker’s  Island  light  for  a  quarter  of  a  century,  and 
as  assistant  to  her  father,  gained  a  thorough  experience  in 
light  keeping. 

Captain  Darling  was  appointed  when  the  Marble  head  light 
first  went  into  operation,  twenty  years  ago,  and  is  now  com¬ 
pelled  to  leave  from  the  infirmities  of  age,  being  entirely 
blind.  Capt.  Darling  did  good  service  in  the  war  of  1812, 
and  was  actively  engaged  in  several  of  the  privateers,  for 
which  Marblehead  was  noted  during  the  war. 

After  the  Civil  War  the  shipping  activities  of  Marble¬ 
head  yielded  to  other  industries  and  to  the  growth  of 
Boston  as  a  port.  Where  formerly  we  have  seen  that 
upwards  of  one  hundred  vessels  were  employed  in  the 
fishing  trade  here,  the  number  was  now  reduced  to  less 
than  a  quarter  of  that  number.  A  resume  from  the  town 
records  of  1865  on  this  situation  follows: 

Mackerel  &  Cod  Fisheries 

No.  Vessels  employed  in  the  Mackerel  &  Cod  Fisheries  23 


Tonnage  .  1792 

No  of  Barrels  of  Mackerel  taken .  420 

Value  of  same  $5180. 

No  of  quintals  of  cod  Fish  taken  19514 

Value  of  same  $149,025. 

Value  of  Cod  Liver  Oil  Sold  $9,979. 

“  "  salt  consumed  in  fisheries  $15,390. 

Amount  of  capital  invested  in  the  business  $92,000. 

Coastwise  &  Carrying  Trade 

No  of  Vessels  engaged  in  the  trade .  2 

Amount  of  tonnage  of  said  vessels  396 

Value  of  same  $18,000. 

Amount  rec’d  for  freight  $7,320. 
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First  Summer  Residents. 

On  the  Neck,  new  developments  were  taking  place.  In 
1867,  several  families  came  in  the  summer  time  from 
Nashua,  N.  H.,  bought  and  leased  pieces  of  property  from 
Gregory  and  Sparhawk  on  that  shore  of  the  Neck  which 
now  runs  from  where  the  Corinthian  Yacht  Club  is  situ¬ 
ated  southwest  to  the  ferry  landing  and  as  described  in 
the  deeds  “by  a  cove  known  by  the  name  of  Collyer’s 
Cove.”  From  Lowell  came  other  colonists,  so  that  a 
summer  gathering  here  grew  in  all  to  several  hundred 
in  number.  Only  a  few  houses  were  built,  most  families 
living  in  tents  and  shanties. 

The  Commercial  Bulletin,  Boston,  1870,  described  the 
situation  as  follows: 

The  booths  and  cozy  little  shanties  are  in  full  bloom,  dainty 
city  damsels  may  be  seen  bereft  of  fashions  folly  and  con¬ 
ducting  themselves  in  a  manner  that  would  shock  the  sensi¬ 
tive  nerves  of  a  sojourner  at  Newport  or  Saratoga;  and 
stiff  and  stem  pater  familias  frees  himself  entirely  from  the 
meshes  of  his  ledger  and  bank  account,  and  roams  about  the 
Neck  revelling  in  the  freedom  he  encounters  at  every  step. 

Several  extracts  from  the  diary  of  Captain  Philip  B. 
Tucker,  a  Marblehead  fisherman,  are  of  interest  with  ref¬ 
erence  to  the  Neck  at  this  period.  He  had  returned  from 
mackerel  fishing  on  one  occasion,  and  wrote  in  August, 
1871:  “Land  them  (mackerel)  to  camp  Nasua  on  the 
neck,  had  to  come  on  this  side  to  get  a  dory  and  go  back 
before  i  could  land  them.” 

November,  1871.  Go  over  to  the  neck  or  Spar  hawk  cove 
and  stop  a  ballas  lighter  from  taking  gravel  from  cove. 

December,  1871.  Go  over  to  neck  again  and  fire  at  the 
5  gees  wich  had  come  back  to  fare.  Stop  at  Mr.  Goodwins 
the  light  house  keeper  and  help  him  put  some  hay  in  his 
barn  Toft. 

January  11,  1872.  Go  up  to  the  town  house  and  see  the 
MTiead  Neck  sold  at  auction  for  255  thousand  dollars  about 
5  oclock  this  afternoon,  to  a  man  from  Boston,  a  good  many 
men  there  biding  for  it.  The  Neck  was  sold  from  high  water 
mark. 

October  1,  1872.  Mr  John  Goodwing,  the  light  keeper 
resined  and  moves  oft  from  the  lighthouse  on  the  point  neck 
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at  12  oclock  today,  and  Mr.  James  Bailey  takes  charge  at 
the  same  time  Mr.  Goodwing  leaves. 

On  May  20th  of  this  year  he  rows  over  to  the  Neck 
“to  the  auction  sale  of  the  small  houses  on  the  neck 
today — buy  some  chares,  tables  curtins  and  some  other 
things  for  $200.” 

The  situation  of  free  and  easy  leaseholds  was  not  to 
last  long,  for,  in  1872,  the  Trustees  of  the  Brown  estate 
offered  nearly  the  entire  Neck  at  auction.  Four  pieces 
of  property  were  excepted:  the  lighthouse  premises;  the 
Sparhawk  and  Nashua  lots;  and  95/100  of  a  stone-walled 
acre  owned  by  the  heirs  of  Benjamin  Stone  on  the  south¬ 
west  end  of  ^e  Neck. 

A  transcript  of  the  advertisements  for  this  sale  fol¬ 
lows: 

NOTICE  TO  CAPITALISTS  INVESTORS  AND 
PURCHASERS 
of 

SEASIDE  RESIDENCES. 

The  Executors  of  the  estate  of  Ephraim  Brown  Esq.,  will 
offer  for  sale  in  one  lot,  at  public  auction  at  the  Town  Hall 
in  Marblehead  on  Thursday  the  eleventh  of  January  next 
at  4  o’clock  P.M. 

All  that  part  of  real  estate  situate  in  Marblehead  and 
known  as  the 

MARBLEHEAD  GREAT  NECK. 

Embracing  230  acres  of  valuable  land  with  over  two  miles 
of  sea-coast  with  Farm  House,  Barn  and  Outbuildings,  also 
a  Boarding  House  known  as  the  Neck  Hotel,  with  Barns  and 
Outbuildings,  all  on  said  premises. 

The  property  is  one  of  the  most  desirable  in  Massachusetts 
and  can  be  sub-divided  into  many  building  lots,  each  having 
charming  views  of  land  and  ocean,  town  and  country. 

There  is  a  valuable  ballast  beach  on  the  premises,  known 
as  Long  Beach,  and  a  large  part  of  the  land  is  now  under 
cultivation,  so  that  a  large  and  increasing  income  can  be 
immediately  obtained  by  the  purchaser. 

A  fine  marginal  road  has  been  built  by  the  Town  of  Mar¬ 
blehead,  across  the  Neck,  connecting  the  premises  with  the 
Mainland,  and  a  projected  railroad  direct  from  Boston  to 
Marblehead,  will  make  the  access  to  the  property  very  con- 
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venient  to  the  business  men  of  Boston,  and  vicinity.  There 
is  already  a  great  demand  for  lots  for  Summer  residences, 
on  this  pleasant  promontory. 

A  plan  of  the  property  will  be  shown  and  the  conditions 
made  known  at  the  time  of  sale. 

For  further  information  address, 

William  Fabens)  Executors. 

Wm.  Humphreys.) 

Marblehead  Mass.,  Dec.  28,  1871. 


The  Marblehead  Messenger,  1872,  describes  the  sale  as 
follows:  “The  first  bid  was  invited  and  secured  an  offer 
of  $100,000.  Bids  followed  slowly,  $5000.,  being  added 
with  each  bid  until  $125,000.,  was  offered,  when  $1000., 
additional  was  added  at  each  bid.  .  .  .  The  excitement 
increased  rapidly,  finding  expression  in  applause,  when 
$200,000.,  was  offered,  again  when  $250,000.,  was  offered, 
and  in  a  wild  shout  of  pleasure  and  approbation  when  it 
was  finally  knocked  off  to  Mr.  Odiome  of  Boston  for 
$255,000.’’ 

Title  to  the  land  was  vested  in  the  hands  of  a  trust 
company  called  the  Marblehead  Great  Neck  Land  Com¬ 
pany,  of  which  the  following  were  shareholders:  Benja¬ 
min  W.  Thayer,  .Tunius  B.  Booth,  Eben  Sears,  William 
Fabens,  M.  F.  Stebbins,  Robert  D.  Evans,  Orlando  Tomp¬ 
kins,  E.  A.  Sothern,  George  F.  Odiome,  John  W.  Beals, 
R.  A.  Ballou.  Messrs.  Fabens,  Tompkins  and  Beals  acted 
as  trustees.  The  trustees  laid  out  about  two  hundred 
and  fifty  lots,  being  from  half  an  acre  to  two  acres  in 
area.  They  further  built  and  gave  name  to  what  now 
stands  as  Ocean  Avenue.  The  terms  of  this  sale  called 
for  one  thousand  dollars  to  be  paid  at  the  close  of  the  sale, 
twenty-five  per  cent  of  the  remainder  in  thirty  days,  the 
balance  on  mortgages  to  be  paid  in  six  years  with  interest 
at  seven  per  cent  payable  semi-annually.  The  Salem 
Register  of  1872  stated  that  “the  sale  ensures  the  build¬ 
ing  of  the  projected  railroad  between  Lynn  and  Marble¬ 
head.”  In  1878,  the  company’s  mortgage  was  foreclosed, 
and  the  property  reverted  to  the  trustees  of  the  old  Brown 
Estate. 

Sales  of  property  by  the  Marblehead  Great  Neck  Land 
Company,  together  with  those  of  the  trustees  of  the  Brown 
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Estate  brought  the  total  number  of  houses  on  the  Neck, 
in  1880,  to  sixty-eight.  The  earlier  days  of  pasturing, 
fishing  and  farming  were  now  rapidly  giving  way  to  the 
demands  of  summer  transients,  and  we  read  of  quite  dif¬ 
ferent  features,  such  as  “there  are  large  numbers  of  huck¬ 
leberries,  blue  berries  and  black  berries  in  the  pastures 
back  of  the  Atlantic  House.  They  are  only  waiting  to 
be  picked.”  The  Atlantic  House,  so  called,  was  in  1880 
occupied  by  James  C.  Carter  of  New  York,  President 
of  the  Harvard  Alumni  Association  and  a  Member  of  the 
Governor’s  Council. 

The  Eastern  Yacht  Club,  which  was  organized  in  1870, 
built  its  house  from  elaborate  designs  by  the  architects, 
Messrs.  Snell  and  Gregerson  of  Boston.  The  Nashua  and 
other  colonists  continued  their  sojourns  and  in  process 
of  time  possessed  a  grocery  store,  meeting  house,  and  news 
bulletin.  Title  to  the  meeting  house  was  conveyed  in 
1879  for  the  sum  of  $300  to  “the  Marblehead  Neck  Hall 
Association  a  corporation  duly  established  and  organized 
under  the  General  Laws  of  said  Commonwealth.” 

The  bulletin,  described  as  the  “Manataug  Pebbles,” 
was  edited  by  Chas.  D.  Howard  and  Chas.  L.  Wells.  To 
one  contributor,  Mr.  Thomas  Pearson,  then  a  Nashua 
judge,  we  are  indebted  for  a  fine  description  of  early 
summer  life  on  the  Neck  in  1880: 

The  commencement  of  the  Nashua  settlement  on  Marble¬ 
head  Neck  was  in  1867.  -  Dean  A.  H.  Dunlap  here  spent 
the  summers  of  1863-66,  in  a  small  building  near  the  Atlan¬ 
tic  House,  the  last  year  in  company  with  John  and  Matthew 
Barr,  Joseph  and  George  McQuestion,  and  myself.  The 
shanties  were  owned  by  Mr.  Ham,  who  had  leased  the 
“Farm”  from  the  “Brown  Heirs.”  -  In  the  spring  of  1867, 
having  been  informed  that  Mr.  John  H.  Gregory,  of  Marble¬ 
head,  owned  a  small  lot  of  land  which  he  would  sell,  I  pur¬ 
chased  it,  and  at  once  divided  it  among  my  neighbors  at 
Nashua  N.  H.  Opened  a  street,  called  Nashua  St.,  from  the 
road  leading  to  the  Lighthouse,  to  the  bay,  twenty  feet  wide, 
and  made  six  lots:  A.  H.  Dunlap  one;  John  Blunt,  one; 
John  and  Matthew  Barr,  one;  Joseph  and  George  McQues¬ 
tion,  one;  Alvah  Kimball,  Mark  A.  Adams,  P.  F.  Kimball 
and  Albert  F.  Adams,  one;  and  I  retaining  the  other  sixth. 
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Dunlap,  Blunt,  McQuestion  and  myself,  framed  some  small 
buildings  at  Nashua  brought  them  down  the  last  of  June, 
and  put  them  up,  with  four  small  barns.  The  first  one  was 
the  one  erected  by  me,  and  now  owned  by  Mrs.  T,  W,  H. 
Hussey.  We  went  to  Nashua  after  our  families,  on  the  4th 
day  of  July,  1867.  There  was  not  a  single  building  from 
the  Lighthouse  to  the  “Farm  House,”  occupied  by  Mr.  Ham. 
We  then  had  to  open  three  gates  before  we  could  get  at  our 
houses  from  the  “Neck”  and  then  it  was  through  much  fault¬ 
finding  we  could  pass  at  all.  There  was  no  road  from  Mar¬ 
blehead  proper  to  the  Neck,  except  alongside  the  sea  wall, 
and  often  the  tide  was  up  in  the  road  we  had  to  use.  Since 
then  the  town  has  built  a  good,  substantial  highway. 

The  next  year,  1868,  I  leased  of  Mr.  Sparhawk  his  land 
adjoining  the  Gregory  lot  for  a  term  of  five  years,  and  sub¬ 
let  it  to  Nashua  citizens,  who  at  once  erected  some  buildings 
where  they  now  remain. 

My  first  recollection  of  any  “Divine  Service”  held  here 
was  of  1866,  when  we  were  living  in  Mr.  Ham’s  buildings 
and  some  tents  near  the  Atlantic  House.  Further  on  toward 
the  Lighthouse  were  quite  a  number  of  tents  occupied  by 
families  from  Lowell  and  Lawrence.  It  was  very  near  the 
middle  of  July  when  we  were  informed  that  a  Congregational 
minister  had  come  to  “The  Neck”  with  his  family  and  was 
“tenting  out.”  He  was  from  Central  New  York,  and  I  have 
forgotten  his  name.  The  Deacon  and  I  called  with  a  request 
that  he  would  hold  a  religious  meeting  on  the  next  Sunday, 
if  we  could  find  a  suitable  tent.-  He  readily  consented.  A 
large  “board  inqr-house  tent”  was  obtained,  and  a  personal 
notification  was  given  to  all  the  residents.  On  Sunday  about 
fifty  persons  came  together,  each  bringing  his  or  her  seat, 
and  were  amply  paid  by  a  very  well-written,  earnest,  Chris¬ 
tian  sermon.  I  “passed  the  hat”  at  the  close  of  the  service, 
and  collected  three  dollars  and  eight  cents.  The  next  year, 
in  1867,  when  we  built  our  first  houses,  we  went  to  Marble¬ 
head  to  meeting. 

In  the  summer  of  1868,  we  had  preaching  from  the  piazza 
of  the  house  built  by  Deacon  Alvah  Kimball  and  Mark  A. 
Adams,  by  Rev.  Mr.  Allen  of  the  Stone  Church,  in  Marble¬ 
head.  Since  that  time,  until  the  building  of  the  Hall  in 
1876,  meetings  were  held  at  different  places,  among  others 
at  Mr.  Well’s,  Mrs.  Kimball’s,  Col.  Brodhead’s,  Mr.  Barr’s, 
etc.  by  clergymen  stopping  with  us.  The  divine  service  on 
Sunday,  and  the  subsequent  erection  of  a  hall  for  religious 
services,  has,  from  the  beginning  of  the  Nashua  settlement. 
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contributed  largely  to  warding  off  the  spirit  of  Sunday  dese¬ 
cration  and  lawlessness,  which  was  too  often  indulged  in  on 
that  day,  and  tending  toward  a  more  quiet  Christian  observ¬ 
ance  of  it  by  the  temporary  dwellers  by  the  sea. 

It  was  no  uncommon  sight  on  Sunday  evening,  in  1869, 
to  count  between  fifty  and  seventy-five  dories  on  the  Nashua 
shore.-  Those  were  the  most  enjoyable  days  for  “rest  and 
fun”  which  the  settlement  has  ever  known.  White  vest  and 
neck  ties,  silk  hats  and  kid  gloves,  trailing  dresses,  Valen¬ 
ciennes  laces,  button  gloves,  and  high  heeled  shoes,  banged 
hair  (except  what  the  wind  bano^ed),  were  laid  aside  and 
tried  to  be  forgotten  in  the  universal  desire  to  be  happy  and 
make  everybody  else  happy  on  the  whole  “Neck”  -  a  sigh  for 
the  good  old  times! 

What  is  to  be  the  future  of  “the  Neck”  time  only  can  tell. 
It  was  an  experiment  on  the  part  of  the  original  proprietors, 
and  it  has  thus  far  proved  a  complete  success.  This  year 
has  added  much  wealth,  and  one  fine  noble  structure  -  the 
Club  House.-  Marblehead  Town  can  well  afford  to  cherish 
and  protect  this  growing  portion  of  her  “ancient  domains.” 

Thos.  Pearson. 

The  following  year,  1881,  visitors  from  the  Essex 
County  Natural  History  Society  came  again,  and  after 
crossing  the  harbor  “by  the  steam  ferry,  “Escort,”  Captain 
E.  A.  Pitman,  by  the  kindness  of  Mr.  Frank  R.  Kimball, 
a  member  of  the  Field  Meeting  Committee,  his  new  house 
was  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  institute  for  the  lunch.” 
After  a  meeting  in  the  hall:  “We  notice  today  a  great 
change;  a  pleasant  and  attractive  village  by  the  sea  has 
sprung  up,  as  it  were  in  a  day,  with  its  many  beautiful 
cottages.”  Also  “a  hall  has  been  erected  by  the  Marble¬ 
head  Neck  association  for  religious  services  on  Sundays 
and  for  social  gatherings  on  other  days.  A  post  office  has 
been  established.” 

Many  of  us  who  are  residents  or  visitors  at  the  Neck 
little  realize  what  a  long  independent  career  it  has  had. 
Up  to  this  time,  no  attempt  has  been  made  to  collate  from 
the  original  records  the  facts  which  have  been  summarized 
in  this  essay.  It  is  perhaps  not  too  much  to  hope  that 
a  student  may  some  time  set  himself  to  the  task  of  writing 
a  comprehensive  and  detailed  history  of  the  Neck. 


THE  GOVERNOR  OF  NEW  PROVIDENCE, 
WEST  INDIES,  IN  1702. 


The  Administration  of  Governor  Elias  Hasket 
OF  Salem  in  the  Massachusetts  Bay. 


By  G.  Andrews  Moriarty,  A.  M.,  F.  S.  A. 


{Concluded  from  Vol.  LX XI,  page  234.) 


2<ny  That  the  Produce  is  the  same  with  all  the  other 
Islands  in  the  West-Indies,  and  if  improved,  accordingly 
will  be  equall  with  any  Lands  there.  But  such  Improve¬ 
ment  can  never  be  supposed  to  be  made,  untill  a  Regula¬ 
tion  be  made  of  the  People  and  their  ways  of  Life. 

3<Jiy  That  they  have  ever  since  the  Settlement  con¬ 
stantly  Traded  against  the  Laws  in  every  respect,  to  her 
Ma^‘“  Loss  of  many  Thousand  Pounds,  ffor  in  one  yeares 
time  as  Information  was  given  to  the  said  Governor  on 
Oath,  there  was  as  much  Log-wood  and  Brazaletta  wood 
privately  conveyed  away  to  Corasoe  a  Dutch  Island  as 
would  have  made  (by  computation)  1500*  Customes  to 
her  Ma*** 

^thiy  Tiiat  such  Govemours  as  have  in  the  least  En¬ 
deavoured  to  restrain  these  Practices,  have  either  been 
seized  on  by  the  People,  or  been  drove  off  from  the  Place 
by  them.  So  that  in  Truth  if  a  Govemour  will  not  be 
governed  by  them,  or  at  least  not  Connive  at  their  Prac¬ 
tices  they  will  not  suffer  him  to  Govern  at  all. 

By  what  has  been  here  and  in  the  said  Governour’s 
Memoriall  set  forth,  it  will  (with  all  Submission  to  Yo' 
Lo”**  )  appeare,  That  it  was  faithfully  doing  his  Duty  by 
Endeavouring  to  regulate  and  punish  the  said  Crimes  and 
Offences,  without  a  requisite  force  to  protect  him  therein, 
which  has  been  the  Occasion  of  his  barbarous  Treatment ; 
And  from  hence  (with  Submission)  will  arise  a  Need(  ?) 
of  sending  a  sufficient  Strength  to  the  said  Islands;  with¬ 
out  which  they  will  instead  of  being  an  Addition  and 
Advantage,  be  an  Annoyance  and  Loss  to  her  Ma*’®* 
Dominions  in  America  and  to  all  her  subjects. 

Now,  to  this  end,  it  were  to  be  wished,  that  the  Pro- 
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prietors,  who  never  have  made,  or  in  probability  are  like 
to  make  a  farthing  profitt  by  the  said  Islands,  would  Sur¬ 
render  up  their  Right  of  Government  to  her  Ma**®  or  that 
her  Ma**®  (upon  Yo'  Lo"**  Representacon  of  the  said  In- 
conveniencies)  would  allow  them  something  for  their  In¬ 
terest  therein. 

That  if  by  either  of  these  Meanes  her  Ma**®  shall  be 
Possessed  of  the  said  Islands;  The  said  Govemour  will 
lay  before  Yo'  Lo’’’*  a  Scheme  of  making  the  same  of 
more  Advantage  and  Service  to  the  Crown,  than  any  other 
her  Majes**®*  Dominions  in  America,  are  capable  off ;  and 
hopes  that  for  his  Services  therein  and  his  unjust  Suffer¬ 
ings  and  Losses  to  her  Ma**®  and  Yo'  Lo*^  sett  forth,  he 
shall  have  a  suitable  Encouragement.  1 1 

Elias  Haskett. 

[Colonial  Ofice,  5,  1261,  37-149.] 

A  Faithfull  Account  of  my  own  Estate  in  the  Island 
of  New  Providence,  as  near  as  I  can  compute  it,  all  my 
Books  &  Writings  being  taken  from  me  by  the  Conspir¬ 
ators. 

£  s  d 

In  Gold  &  Pieces  of  Eight  in  my  own  House) 

at  least  1600£ . )  1600:  0:  0 

In  Plate  Furniture  &  all  sorts  of  House-) 
hold  Goods,  &  a  warehouse  full  of  all  sorts)  600:  0:  0 
of  Stores  to  the  value  of  at  least  £600  . . . . ) 

In  Negros  valu’d  as  I  have  been  offer’d)  530:0:0 

for  them . ) 

My  Store-house  of  Canvas,  Sails,  Small) 

Arms,  Coaco,  &  sundry  other  Goods  to  the)  500:0:0 

value  of  £500  . ) 

In  Braziletta  Wood  .  200:0:0 

In  several  Bonds  due  from  Read  Elding) 
and  other  of  the  Conspirators,  for  Goods  I)  325:0:0 

had  sold  them . ) 

My  Sloop  call’d  the  Success,  valu’d  only)  330 :  0 :  0 

as  I  was  offer’d  for  her . ) 

A  Full  half  of  the  Providence  Galley)  3000:0:0 
and  Cargo.  ) 
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In  Rum  &  Sugar  in  my  own  House  500 :  0 :  0 


Amounting  in  the  whole  to  the  value  of  5585:0:0 

All  which  said  Sums  of  Money,  Bonds  &  other  Effects, 
the  Conspirators  seiz’d  &  shar’d  among  themselves,  to¬ 
gether  with  several  Jewels,  Cloaths,  &  other  things,  whose 
value,  tho  Considerable,  I  know  not,  &  never  gave  me 
any  Account  of  any  part  thereof  :  Except  only  that  about 
4  or  5  days  before  I  came  away  they  brought  me  200  & 
odd  Pounds,  but  soon  after  repenting  of  their  Generosity 
came  with  a  Design  to  take  it  all  from  me  again;  but  I 
had  ty’d  a  small  Part  of  it  in  Gold  about  my  middle, 
which  serv’d  only  to  bear  my  charges  from  Hew-York  to 
New-England,  &  escap’d  their  Search  :  and  this  was  all 
I  receiv’d  of  all  my  Effects. 

A  little  before  the  Conspiratom  seiz’d  me,  I  sent  a  Sloop 
to  Carolina  which  was  likewise  siez’d  by  the  People  there, 
on  Pretence  that  her  Register  was  not  good,  tho  the  very 
words  of  the  Act  of  Parliament  were  recited,  &  the  copy 
of  all  the  other  Registers  granted  by  me  to  several  Vessels 
trading  to  all  Parts  of  the  Indies  :  this  Sloop  and  her 
Cargo  cost  me  600  -  Pounds. 

Account  of  Money,  Goods  &  Other  Effects  due  &  be¬ 
longing  to  Her  Majesty  in  the  Island  of  New-Providence. 

The  full  S'*  Part,  of  3  Seizures  amount-)  £  s  d 
ing  to  about  320  pounds  )  320 :  00 :  0 

A  Bond  of  500  Pounds  due  to  her  Majesty)  500 :  00 :  0 

from  Ellis  Lightwood  ) 

A  3**  Part  of  a  Sloop  richly  laden,  &  for-) 
f cited  to  Her  Majesty  for  Breaches  in  Trade :)  400 :  00 :  0 
amounting  to  the  Value  of  at  least  400) 

Pounds  ) 

A  Bond  of  500  Pounds  due  from  John)  500:00:0 
Warren  . ) 


Amounting  in  the  whole  to  1720 :  00 :  0 
All  which  the  Conspirators  Seiz’d,  &  divided 
among  themselves. 

At  the  Court  of  St.  James’s  the  2“  day  of  July  1702 
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Present,  the  Queens  most  Excellent  in  Councill. 

Upon  reading  this  day  at  the  Board  the  Petition  of 
Elias  Haskett  Esq'®  Governor  of  the  Island  of  Providence 
and  other  the  Bahama  Islands  in  America,  relating  to 
Injurys  and  wrongs  done  him  by  the  inhabitants  of  that 
Island,  and  humbly  praying  to  be  Redressed  therein.  It 
is  ordered  by  Her  Ma:*^  in  Councill  that  it  be  as  it  is 
hereby  referred  to  the  Lords  Comm“®  of  Trade  and 
Plantations,  to  examine  the  matter  of  the  said  Petition, 
a  Copy  whereof  is  hereunto  annexed.  And  to  Report  to 
this  Board  what  their  Lord**  Conceive  fit  for  Her  Ma:*' 
to  doe  therein. 

John  Povey. 

To  the  Queens  most  Excellent  Ma:*' 

The  humble  Petition  of  Elias  Haskett 
Esq*®  Governor  of  the  Island  of  Provi¬ 
dence  and  other  the  Bahama  Islands  in 
Your  Ma:*^  Dominions  in  America. 

Sheweth 

That  at  Y'  Pet™  arrivall  at  the  said  Island  as  Gov¬ 
ernor  in  May  1701,  he  found  y“  People  there  extreamly 
Dissolute,  and  that  they  had  been  long  addicted  to  and 
Lived  by  Piracy  and  Illegall  Traffic,  to  ye  Discreditt  of 
Y'  Government  the  Ruin  of  Trade  and  Contempt  of  the 
Laws,  and  that  they  had  been  countenanced  by  some 
former  Governors  therein. 

That  after  the  Pet'  had  for  some  time  in  vain  used 
fair  words  and  Threats,  he  found  it  necessary  to  punish 
the  Said  Crimes  in  some,  in  order  to  Deterr  Y®  rest,  and 
accordingly  Committed  five  of  y*  Ring  leaders  to  Prison, 
and  appointed  a  day  for  their  Tryall. 

But  they  to  procure  their  owne  Impunity  made  a  Con¬ 
spiracy  with  severall  Persons  in  the  said  Island  to  sett 
them  free  by  force  from  Goal,  which  had  its  intended 
effect. 

And  immediately  thereupon  they  Seiz’d  upon  y'  Pet' 
and  gave  him  many  greivous  wounds  on  the  Head  and 
Body,  and  also  seized  on  the  Cheif  Magistrates  and 
bound  them  and  Y'  Pet'  in  Chains,  and  usurped  y*  Gov¬ 
ernment  to  themselves. 
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Then  they  Rifled  the  Pet"  house  of  all  Your  Ma:*^ 
the  Lords  Proprietors,  and  the  Pet"  Money  and  Se- 
curitys  to  a  very  great  value  and  of  ye  Pet"  Plate, 
Jewells,  and  Household-stuff e  and  of  all  his  Vessells  and 
Lading;  and  divided  all  among  them.  And  took  away 
the  Pet"  Commission,  Instructions  and  all  his  writings 
whatsoever. 

But  as  soon  as  they  had  done  this,  it  was  Debated 
among  them  to  Murder  the  Pet'  but  at  last  it  was  con¬ 
cluded  to  send  him  bound  in  Chains  to  New  Yorke,  and 
accordingly  was  sent  in  a  small  ketch  thither  Stript  of 
all  he  had  in  y*  World.  But  they  kept  the  Pet"  wife 
and  Sister  behind,  and  treated  them  in  a  manner  too  Bar¬ 
barous  and  tedious  to  be  here  related. 

The  Pet'  therefore  most  humbly  Implores  yo'  Ma:*^ 
that,  according  to  your  accustomed  Goodness  and  Justice 
you  will  be  pleased  to  give  y'  Pet'  such  Redress  under 
the  said  Wrongs  and  Losses  as  to  Your  Ma:*^  in  your 
high  Wisdom  shall  seem  most  meet. 

And  y'  Pet'  shall  ever  pray  &.c. 

A  true  Copy 

John  Povey. 

Due  to  Her  Ma“*  for  Forfeitures,  Bonds 
&.C.  in  the  Island  of  New  Providence  as  fol¬ 
lows  received  from  Capt.  Haskett  Viz. 

li  s  d 

The  full  third  part  of  3  Seizures  amounting 

to  about .  320 :  0 :  0 

The  first  of  these  Seizures  was  made  upon 
a  Burmudian  Sloop,  Tucker  Ma',  which  was 
seized,  libelled,  and  upon  the  Mates  Confes¬ 
sion  &  upon  other  full  Evidence  Condemned, 
in  the  Court  of  Admiralty,  for  taking  on 
Board  his  full  Lading  of  Salt  at  one  of  the 
Bahama  Islands,  and  carrying  the  same  out 
of  the  Government,  without  Entring  or  Clear¬ 
ing  as  the  Law  directs.  There  was  evidence 
also,  if  there  had  been  occasion,  sufficient  to 
have  condemned  the  said  Sloop  for  carrying 
away  at  severall  times  severall  Quantities  of 
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Brazeletta  Wood  from  the  said  Islands  to  St. 
Thomas,  an  Island  of  the  Danes,  in  the  Same 
illegall  manner  as  she  did  the  Salt. 

The  2“*  Seizure  was  made  on  a  Sloop  of 
John  Warren’s  of  Providence,  who  had  car- 
ryed  severall  Ladings  of  Brazaletta  Wood  & 
other  Comodities  off  the  Said  Island  to  Cape 
Francois,  and  contrary  to  the  Laws  of  Trade, 
broke  Bulk  and  disposed  of  the  same  there, 
and  returned  Laden  with  Brandy,  Clarett, 
and  other  fFrench  Comodities;  and  privately 
Landed  the  same  in  some  remote  part  of  the 
said  Island,  without  entring  or  paying  any 
Custome.  Upon  full  proof  of  which,  the  said 
Sloop  &  fFrench  goods  or  so  many  of  them  as 
could  be  discovered  were  seized,  libelled,  and 
condemned  as  the  Law  directs. 

The  3"*  Seizure  was  of  a  Sloop  of  Reade 
Elding  of  Providence,  of  which  Josiah  Simms 
a  Negro  was  Commander,  for  having  loaded 
on  Board  her  severall  Tuns  of  Fustick  Wood 
at  one  of  the  Bahama  Islands,  &  unlading  the 
Same  at  St.  Thomas’s,  without  entring  or  pay¬ 
ing  Customs ;  which  Sloop  upon  full  Evidence 
of  the  said  fifact  was  condemned. 

A  Bond  due  to  Her  Ma**®  from  Ellis  Light- 
wood  of  . 

That  in  the  time  of  Trott’s  Govern¬ 
ment,  the  Noted  Pirate  Avery  was  entertained 
by  the  said  Lightwood  at  his  House  on  the 
said  Island,  &  some  of  the  People  of  the  Place 
Complaining  to  the  Governour  that  Lightwood 
entertained  Avery  the  Pirate ;  Lightwood 
thereupon  offered  to  the  Governor  to  enter 
into  a  Bond  of  500“  to  his  Ma“®  for  Avery’s 
forth  coming,  in  Case  he  should  within  12 
months  and  a  day  be  Proclaimed  a  Pirate; 
of  which  Proposall  the  s^  Governor  Trott 
accepted,  and  Lightwood  entered  into  such 
Bond  accordingly. 


500:0:0 


246  THE  GOVERNOR  OF  NEW  PROVIDENCE, 

That  in  a  few  days  afterwards  his  Ma“** 
Proclamacon  arrived  att  Providence,  and 
other  his  Dominions  in  America,  for  y*  appre¬ 
hending  the  said  Avery;  But  the  said  Light- 
wood  (doubtless  for  a  very  good  Considera- 
con)  privately  conveyed  him  from  the  Island ; 

And  the  said  Bond  Coming  to  my  hands,  and 
I  finding  the  Condicon  thereof  soe  unper¬ 
formed  as  aforesaid;  and  instead  of  the  per¬ 
formance  I  having  received  Information  from 
severall  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Island  that 
(on  the  Contrary)  Lightwood  had  procured 
Averys  Escape,  I  caused  the  said  Bond  to  be 
putt  in  Execution,  and  he  gave  security  to 
answer  the  same.  But  before  the  same  could 
be  recovered  Lightwood  (with  the  other  Con¬ 
spirators)  seized  on  me,  and  my  Papers  and 
(amongst  the  rest)  on  the  said  Bond,  by 
which  Meanes  Her  Ma*‘*  has  lost  the  Benefitt 
of  so  just  a  fforfeiture. 

A  3^  part  of  a  Sloop  richly  laden,  forfeited) 
for  Breach  of  Trade  amounting  to  at  least . .  )  400 :  0 :  0 

This  was  a  Sloop  of  the  said  Lightwoods 
belonging  to  Providence,  and  was  seized  for 
loading  Tobacco  at  Barbados,  and  carrying  it 
from  thence  directly  to  St.  Thomas’s  Island 
belonging  to  the  Danes,  Contrary  to  Law. 

That  the  Said  Tobacco  was  disposed  off  at 
St.  Thomas’s  for  Coco,  Sugar,  Indian  Silk, 

&  other  goods,  which  were  brought  from  St. 

Thomas’s  in  the  Said  Sloop  to  Providence; 
and  upon  her  Entrance  into  Port,  I  examin¬ 
ing  the  Master  upon  Oath,  concerning  the 
Voyage  of  the  said  Ship  and  her  Lading,  hee 
very  freely  confessed  (as  if  it  had  been  no 
Crime)  that  he  had  taken  in  the  Tobacco  at 
Barbado’s  and  carryed  it  directly  to  St. 

Thomas’s,  where  he  exchanged  it  for  the  Goods 
aforesaid;  and  said  he  had  been  often  used  to 
do  the  same  thing,  and  that  it  was  never  ques- 
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tioned  by  any  Governor  but  my  selfe,  and 
wondred  that  I  would  begin  a  new  Custome, 
or  spoke  in  words  to  that  very  effect,  and  the 
said  ffact  was  also  fully  Confirmed  by  the 
Oaths  of  Two  Persons  who  came  as  Passen¬ 
gers  in  the  Said  Ship  from  Barbadoes  to  St, 
Thomas’s  and  from  thence  to  Providence. 
Upon  which  I  Caused  the  said  ship  and  her 
Cargo  to  be  Seized.  Her  Ma*‘®*  3*^  part  of 
which,  upon  her  Condemnation  and  Sale, 
would  have  amounted  to  the  Said  400“  and 
upwards. 

A  Bond  due  from  John  Warren  forfeited 
to  Her  Ma“®  for . 

That  according  to  Information  given  me  on 
Oath  by  severall  Credible  P^sons,  this  Warren 
was  the  Pilott  who  was  sent  out  by  Governor 
Trott  to  Pilott  in  Avery  from  Royall  Island 
to  Providence,  which  he  accordingly  per¬ 
formed,  and  also  entertained  &  harboured  sev¬ 
erall  of  Avery’s  Ships  Crew  in  his  House ;  for 
which  kindness  it  is  presumed  he  was  not  un¬ 
paid  by  them. 

That  some  of  the  Inhabitants  (who  had  En¬ 
deavoured  but  could  not  be  lett  into  the  Ad¬ 
vantages  that  were  to  be  made  by  Avery) 
complaining  to  the  Governor  that  Warren  har¬ 
boured  severall  Persons  belonging  to  the  said 
Avery,  Warren  thereupon  entered  into  the 
said  Bond  of  500*  Penalty,  which  was  Condi- 
coned,  in  relation  to  the  S^  Persons  so  har¬ 
boured  by  him,  in  the  same  manner  as  Light- 
wood’s  Bond  was  Condiconed,  in  relation  to 
Avery:  But  as  soon  as  the  Proclamation  ar¬ 
rived,  Warren  Conveyed  away  the  said  Per¬ 
sons,  as  Lightwood  had  Avery  their  Captain; 
upon  which  I  caused  the  said  Warren  to  be 
arrested  and  Imprisoned  on  the  said  Bond, 
but  before  he  put  in  Baile  he  was  released,  as 
all  other  Prisoners  were,  by  y®  Conspirators- 
in  manner  as  before  sett  forth. 
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Note,  these  2  Bonds  were  given  by  Lightwood  and 
Warren,  and  accepted  by  the  Sd  Governour  Trott  for 
these  2  Reasons.  First,  to  please  the  People  who  In¬ 
formed;  and  Secondly,  (and  more  chiefly)  to  squeeze  the 
more  Mony  out  of  Avery  and  his  Crew  before  they  should 
be  conveyed  away  safe  from  the  Island.  And  it  can  (with 
Submission)  be  no  otherwise;  for  that  these  Bonds  were 
never  putt  in  Suite  in  the  time  of  Two  Govemours  till 
I  came  tho’  the  Persons  bound  in  them  were  all  along 
very  responsible. 

A  True  Relation  of  the  Rebellion 
lately  Comitted  in  New  Providence 
by  the  Inhabitants  of  that  Island 
Humbly  offered  to  the  Consideracon 
of  the  R*  Hono*"’®  the  Lords  Comm" 
for  Trade  and  Plantacons;  By  John 
Dogett  Secretary  of  the  Said  Island. 
20^*“  August  1702. 

On  the  5“*  day  of  October  last,  I  being  then  at  the  Dwell¬ 
ing  House  of  Elias  Haskett  Esq"  then  Governour  of  the 
Island  of  New  Providence;  Read  Elding,  John  Warren, 
and  Benjamin  Griffin,  together  with  a  considerable  Num¬ 
ber  of  the  Inhabitants  of  that  Island  did  about  7  or  8  of 
the  Clock  at  Night,  break  into  the  House  of  the  said  Gov¬ 
ernour,  in  order  to  putt  into  Execution  a  designe  which 
they  had  laid  to  Murder  him;  ffirst  John  Warren  pre¬ 
sented  a  Pistoll  to  his  Breast,  but  the  Governour  put  the 
Muzzle  of  it  by,  however  it  fired  and  wounded  one  of 
the  Conspirators  breaking  his  Thigh  Bone;  Upon  which 
the  Said  Warren  finding  himself  disappointed  of  his 
Ends  tooke  the  Muzzle  of  the  said  Pistoll  in  his  hand  and 
with  the  Butt  End  of  it  broke  the  said  Governor’s  Head 
in  severall  Places,  then  the  Conspirators  forthwith  hur- 
rved  him  into  the  ffort  where  they  kept  him  in  Irons  for 
about  3  days;  and  then  conveyed  him  to  the  House  of 
Ellis  Lightwood  about  4  miles  distant  from  thence  and 
there  again  Loaded  him  with  Irons  and  kept  him  under 
a  Strict  Guard  till  the  13***  of  November  following,  dur¬ 
ing  which  time  they  permitted  not  any  of  his  ffriends 
to  come  neer  him  or  to  have  any  Communication  either 
by  Letters  or  Messages  with  him. 
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That  his  Lady  together  with  her  Sister  who  were  the 
Night  they  first  executed  this  Rebellion  in  the  House  with 
him  were  frighted  to  that  Degree  that  they  fled  out  of 
the  Governours  said  House  to  the  Woods  for  Refuge :  but 
some  of  the  Rebells  pursuing  them  with  naked  Swords, 
took  and  Confined  them  likewise  in  the  said  ffort,  while 
others  of  the  Conspirators  ransacked  the  said  Governors 
House,  broke  open  his  Trunks,  Cabinetts,  Chests,  &c  and 
took  from  thence  all  his  Money  and  Jewells,  together  with 
his  Comision,  Instruccons,  Bonds  and  all  his  other  Writ¬ 
ings;  Seized  the  Providence  Galley  w***  her  Lading  and 
the  Governours  Sloop. 

They  opened  his  Storehouses  also  and  Seized  upon  all 
his  Goods  and  Merchandizes,  which  consisting  partly  of 
Beef,  Pork,  Meals,  Bisquetts,  Liquors,  Sugars  and  other 
Provisions,  they  distributed  among  the  poorer  sort,  who 
with  their  Wives  and  Children  had  their  Bellys  filled 
with  the  said  Provision,  while  the  Men  had  their  Heads 
kept  warm  with  the  said  Liquors,  till  at  length  some  of 
them  were  brought  over  by  Perswasion,  and  others  forced 
by  Threats  and  Punishment  to  put  their  hands  to  an  In¬ 
strument  whereby  they  obliged  themselves  to  Contribute 
a  certain  Sume  to  carry  on  a  Prosecution  against  the  said 
Governor,  upon  Articles  which  I  presume  are  now  lying 
before  Yo"^  Lo”*”' 

On  the  said  5““  of  October  the  said  Conspirators  not 
only  Seized  on  the  Governour,  but  also  on  the  Cheif  Judge 
of  the  Island,  the  Cheif  Judge  of  the  Admiralty,  and  my 
self  (the  then  Secretary  of  the  Said  Island)  but  I  found 
meanes  to  escape  out  of  their  hands  to  my  Plantation  in 
the  Country;  But  they  went  to  my  House  in  Town,  broke 
it  open,  gott  into  my  office,  and  tooke  from  thence  the 
Seal  of  the  Island,  and  part  of  the  Records,  together  with 
what  other  Papers  they  thought  most  convenient  for  their 
purpose. 

After  this,  (that  is  to  say)  on  the  IS***  of  November 
following ;  they  forced  the  said  Governour  to  go  on  Board 
a  small  ketch  belonging  to  New  York,  but  by  a  particular 
Order  of  the  Rebellions  Councell,  they  woidd  not  permit 
his  Lady  to  bear  him  Company,  nor  suffer  any  ffriend 
or  Servant  he  then  had  to  go  along  with  him;  The  day 
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they  Carryed  him  on  board,  they  did  (at  his  request) 
suffer  him  to  Come  hy  my  Plantacon,  that  being  the  first 
time  I  had  seen  him  since  the  Rebellion :  They  permitted 
me  likewise  to  wait  on  the  Govemour  on  Board  the  said 
ketch;  But  before  I  took  my  leave  of  him  I  was  Witness 
of  a  further  Instance  of  theire  Inhumanity  ffor  not  con¬ 
tented  with  the  barbarous  usage  they  had  for  six  weeks 
together  compelled  him  to  undergoe:  Ellis  Lightwood, 
Thomas  Gore,  Read  Elding,  and  George  Graham,  (all  of 
them  being  of  the  Councill  of  the  said  Island)  Comanded 
the  same  Irons  to  be  brought  again  (which  as  I  under¬ 
stood  afterwards  the  Govemour  had  been  released  from, 
meerly  for  the  Conveniency  of  Travelling  on  Horseback) 
And  at  their  Comand  I  saw  the  said  Irons  putt  and 
Rivitted  on  the  said  Govemour’s  Leggs;  Upon  which  I 
remonstrated  unto  Ellis  Lightwood  and  the  rest,  how 
unnecessary  such  a  peece  of  hardship  appeared,  since  the 
Master  of  the  Ketch,  the  Super  Cargo  and  Passengers, 
together  with  the  rest  of  the  Crew  were  by  their  Oaths 
engaged  in  their  Interest,  but  Lightwood  made  answer, 
that  it  must  be  so,  and  then  I  took  leave  of  the  Govemour 
who  Sailed  away  in  the  Ketch  that  Evening. 

Jn*  Dogett.  J — 

M”  Elinor  Hooper 
Charls  Meccarle 
Sary  Mecarle 

All  which  are  Redy  to  make  Oath  of  the 
above  said  tmths. 

The  Reasons  that  Induced  them  to  this  barbarous 
Treatment  of  the  Governor  I  presume  to  be  as 
followeth. 

1**  For  that  the  Said  Govemour  called  the  late 
Deputy-Governor  Read  Elding  to  Acco^  for  severall  Con¬ 
siderable  Sumes  of  the  Lords  Proprietors’  Money,  which 
as  he  pretended  were  laid  out  by  him  on  the  Publick 
business  of  the  Country,  but  contrary  to  the  said  Lords 
Proprietors’  Orders  &  Instmccons. 

2**  Because  Information  was  given  to  the  Govemour 
that  a  Sloop  belonging  to  one  Groves  (whereof  on  Curtis 
an  Inhabitant  of  Kew  Providence  was  Master)  had  some 
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small  time  before  the  Governour’s  Arrivall  there,  been 
fitted  out,  and  well  mann’d  for  Marygoana,  on  pretence 
of  going  in  search  of  a  ffrench  Wreck  that  was  Cast  away 
among  the  Bahama  Islands ;  he  had  taken  Care  to  be  fully 
informed  of  the  truth  of  this  matter,  and  found  that  they 
did  indeed  meet  with  one  or  two  French  Vessells,  that 
were  run  a  Shore,  but  that  severall  of  the  Men  were  living 
and  seen  by  some  of  the  Islanders,  but  he  had  afterwards 
great  reason  to  suspect  that  they  had  been  Murder’d,  by 
the  Crew  of  the  said  Sloop,  severall  dead  Bodys  being 
found  on  the  Shore  as  appeared  by  Information  given 
to  the  said  Govemour;  And  as  to  my  own  knowledge  in 
this  matter,  On  perusall  of  the  Records  I  found  an  In¬ 
ventory  of  Wreck  Goods,  as  was  pretended  amounting  to 
a  Considerable  Vallue; —  and  when  the  Governour  upon 
the  Informacon  given  him  as  aforesaid  used  his  endea¬ 
vours  to  find  out  the  Truth  of  this  Affaire,  severall  of  the 
Cheife  Inhabitants  seem’d  to  be  in  a  great  Consternation, 
and  as  I  have  been  since  informed  imediately  dispatched 
a  Person  to  the  Eastward  of  the  Island  to  give  Notice 
to  the  said  Curtis,  who  was  still  among  the  Islands  in 
the  said  Sloop,  assoon  as  he  should  arrive,  to  be  gone 
again  imediately,  which  in  a  little  time  happened  accord¬ 
ingly;  ffor  the  said  Curtis  came  to  the  East  part  of  the 
Island,  where  he  sett  on  shore  one  man  who  did  not  be¬ 
long  to  the  Sloop  in  the  former  Expedition;  and  as  wee 
then  suspected  upon  Notice  he  had  had  of  the  Informa¬ 
tion  given  to  the  Governor  as  aforesaid,  he  sail’d  again 
forthwith  with  the  Said  Sloop  and  never  appear’d  at 
Providence  till  the  Govemour’s  Imprisonment,  but  then 
show’d  himselfe  one  of  the  most  violent  in  persecuting 
him;  And  I  have  been  told  by  John  Graves  the  Collector, 
that  the  Governour’s  endeavouring  to  Dive  into  this  mat¬ 
ter,  &  examining  Groves  the  owner  of  the  said  Sloop, 
whom  he  suspected  to  be  an  Accomplice  and  Privy  to  this 
Pyracy,  was  the  Reason  that  prevented  the  Cheife  Inhabi¬ 
tants  from  making  him  a  Present  of  severall  Tunns  of 
Brazaletta  Wood  which  before  they  designed  to  make  him 
S'*  Because  upon  Complaint  made  to  the  Govemour 
by  Perient  Trott  that  Read  Elding  at  the  time  of  his  be¬ 
ing  Deputy  Govemour  did  by  force  take  away  his  wife 


252  THE  OOVEBXOS  OF  NEW  PEOVIDENCE, 

from  him,  and  that  when  he  the  said  Trott  demanded 
his  wife  of  Read  Elding  he  the  said  Read  Elding  fell 
upon  him,  and  broke  his  Head  and  being  Deputy  Gov¬ 
ernor  ordred  him  to  be  put  in  Prison  and  still  detained 
his  said  Wife,  and  lived  in  Open  Adultery  with  her:  Up¬ 
on  which  the  Governor  gave  Instruocons  for  prosecuting 
the  said  Read  Elding  for  that  Crime,  who  thereupon  be¬ 
came  his  inveterate  Enemy. 

4"*  Because  the  Govemour  (Contrary  to  the  Practice 
of  the  former  Govemours  who  Conniving  at  the  Lewd  and 
Immorall  ways  of  Living  of  the  Inhabitants  encouraged 
them  to  all  manner  of  Wickedness  and  Debauchery,)  gave 
Orders  for  the  prosecuting  all  such  Crimes  according  to 
the  Laws  of  England;  And  accordingly  Jane  Trott  the 
wife  of  the  Said  Perient  Trott,  who  in  Defyance  of  the 
Laws  lived  in  Open  Adultery  with  the  said  Read  Elding 
was  prosecuted  for  her  Lewd  Living,  and  being  thereof 
Convicted  in  open  Court  received  Sentence  to  be  Whipt, 
which  was  afterwards  changed  to  a  pecuniary  Punish¬ 
ment,  This  highly  incensed  the  said  Trott,  and  her  Lewd 
Associates,  who  have  often  been  heard  to  declare,  that  if 
the  Men  had  not  rose  against  the  Govemour  the  women 
would. 

5*“^  Because  the  said  Governor  encouraged  the  Prose- 
cucon  of  a  Burmudian  Sloop,  which  was  Condemned  for 
taking  her  Loading  of  Salt  oflF  from  one  of  the  Bahama 
Islands,  without  Entring  or  taking  any  Permitt  from  the 
Governor  of  the  said  Islands,  which  Sloop  according  to 
Informacon  given  to  the  Governor  was  kept  constantly 
Employed  in  that  Trade;  whereby  the  Lords  Proprietors 
were  cheated  of  their  Dues;  and  in  the  Voyages  which 
she  made  shee  was  frequently  Loaded  with  Brazaletta  and 
other  Dying  Woods  and  carry ed  them  to  Curasson  where¬ 
by  the  King  was  defrauded  of  his  Customs. 

6“**^  Because  he  prosecuted  Edward  Holmes  and  John 
Greaves  upon  a  Bond  of  500*  Condiconed  for  the  giving 
in  a  true  Inventory  of  a  certain  Estate  in  that  Island 
whereof  they  had  taken  upon  them  to  Act  as  Executors 
&  which  was  forfeited  to  the  Lords  Proprietors. 

7“**^  Because  the  Governor  being  Sensible  of  the  iU 
Consequences  that  formerly  had,  and  might  again  happen 
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by  reason  of  such  Boats  as  ventured  to  meet  any  Vessell 
that  was  not  secured  under  the  Comand  of  the  fForts,  for¬ 
bid  all  Persons  whatsoever,  and  the  said  John  Groves  in 
particular  from  going  on  Board  any  such  Vessell,  till  the 
Marshall  had  brought  the  Master  thereof  to  the  Gover- 
nour;  Notwithstanding  which  the  said  Groves  in  Opposi¬ 
tion  to  the  said  Command,  persisted  in  going  on  Board 
such  Vessels,  and  that  even  at  the  time  when  wee  were 
under  Allarme  of  an  Enemy,  and  weakly  Mann’d  in  the 
ffort ;  and  even  then  would  take  what  men  he  thought  fitt 
to  assist  him  in  going  a  Board  as  aforesaid,  Upon  which 
the  Governor  Ordered  to  fire  at  his  Boat,  if  he  made  the 
like  attempt,  but  he  thereupon  sent  Sawcy  Messages  to 
the  Govemour,  and  endeavoured  all  he  could  to  Stirr  up 
the  People  against  him,  and  to  Excite  Rebellion  in  the 
Island. 

fithiy  ijijjg  Governor  having  advice  of  some  ffrench 
Goods  that  were  come  from  ffrance  in  a  Sloop  belonging 
to  John  Warren,  and  knowing  the  said  Warren  to  be 
very  poor  sent  for  him,  and  admitted  him  to  inform 
against  the  said  Sloop,  that  he  might  have  the  Benefit 
thereof,  which  he  did  and  the  said  Goods  were  sent  to 
the  Governor’s  House  and  appraized,  and  the  fforfeiture 
both  of  Sloop  and  Goods  was  Compounded  for  according 
to  Law,  The  Govemour  gave  Credit  for  the  Kings  part, 
and  suffered  Warren  to  keep  his  Said  Sloop,  Yet  notwith¬ 
standing  this  favour  shewn  him  by  the  Governor,  Warren 
was  the  Man  who  with  his  own  hands  Attempted  to  Mur¬ 
der  him,  stirrd  up  thereto  by  Elding,  to  whom  he  ow’d 
a  Considerable  Sume  of  Money. 

Qthiy  Governor  having  Information  of  the  Ille- 

gall  Practices  of  the  Cheife  Inhabitants  of  the  Island  with 
whom  it  was  very  usuall,  under  colour  of  going  to  some 
other  of  her  Ma*‘®®  Plantations  in  America,  to  send  their 
Sloop  to  some  other  of  the  Bahama  Islands,  whither  they 
had  before  sent  some  of  their  Slaves  to  cutt  Brazaletta 
and  other  Dying  Woods,  and  there  to  take  in  whole  Load¬ 
ing  of  such  woods  without  giving  notice  thereof  to  the 
Collector  of  the  Customs,  and  carry  them  to  the  Dutch 
or  Danish  Plantations  as  Curasson,  St.  Thomas’s  and 
others.  By  meanes  whereof  the  Crown  of  England  was 
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defrauded  of  the  whole  Duty  laid  thereon,  the  Lords  Pro¬ 
prietors  of  their  Tenths,  and  such  Persons  as  Traded  ac¬ 
cording  to  Law  and  paid  the  Duties,  ruined  in  their  Trade, 
they  not  being  able  to  sell  at  so  low  a  Rate  as  those  who 
came  by  their  Goods  by  the  Said  Clandastine  Meanes; 
Now  Read  Elding  has  a  Sloop  constantly  employed  in 
this  way  of  Trading,  the  Master  whereof  is  one  Simms 
a  Molatto  Fellow  and  a  known  Pyrate,  who  having  been 
abroad  with  the  Said  Sloop  and  coming  into  the  Harbour 
the  Governour  on  Notice  of  his  arrivall  sent  for  him.  and 
would  have  examin’d  him  upon  Oath  as  the  Law  directs, 
but  he  positively  refused  to  answer,  whereupon  the  Gov¬ 
ernor  sent  for  some  of  his  Crew,  &  on  Examinacon  found 
that  in  their  Voyage  they  had  mett  with  a  Ship  from 
which  they  had  taken  severall  things,  but  they  differ’d 
very  much  in  their  Relation  for  some  of  them  pretended 
they  knew  not  of  what  Country  the  Men  were,  who  were 
on  Board  her,  others  confess’d  they  beleived  them  to  be 
English,  which  gave  the  Governour  just  reason  to  suspect 
that  there  had  been  some  foul  Play  among  them,  and 
that  perhapps  they  had  Murdred  the  Men,  He  therefore 
secured  the  Master  and  some  of  his  Crew,  the  rest  betak¬ 
ing  themselves  to  the  Woods,  where  they  liv’d  conceal’d 
till  such  time  as  the  Rebellion  broke  out  as  aforesaid,  but 
those  who  were  taken  Own’d  upon  their  Examination, 
that  they  had  taken  an  Oath  of  Secrecy,  not  to  discover 
where  they  had  been,  nor  what  they  had  been  doing.  In 
short  the  Sloop  was  libell’d  against  in  the  Court  of  Ad¬ 
miralty,  and  on  plain  proofs  of  her  having  carry’d  Woods 
to  St.  Thomas’s  she  was  Condemn’d  and  afterwards  Sold 
at  Publick  Outcry;  This  was  the  Cheif  Reason  that  so 
incens’d  the  said  Elding  against  the  Governour  and  at  the 
Rebellion  he  and  Simms  took  the  Sloop  again  into  their 
own  possession. 

10"'’^  Lightwood,  Warren  and  Benjamin  Griffin  were 
excited  to  Act  this  Rebellious  part  for  that  they  feared 
to  be  prosecuted  on  the  Forfeiture  of  a  Bond  of  500*  each, 
wherein  they  were  engaged  to  the  King,  for  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  that  notorious  Pyrate  Avery,  and  some  of  his 
Crew,  whom  they  aided  to  Escape  from  the  hands  of  Jus¬ 
tice,  and  were  no  doubt  well  rewarded  by  them  for  that 
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service,  especially  Lightwood  who  by  Threats  and  other 
indirect  Meanes  deterr’d  severall  p'sons  from  giving  Affi- 
davitts  of  Pyracies  Comitted  by  them,  This  Accon  of 
Lightwoods  appeares  by  an  Affidavit  which  I  found  among 
the  Papers  of  the  Country  and  which  is  now  among  mine. 

llthiy  Samuel  Fryth  was  provoked  against  the  Gov- 
ernour  for  that  he  Compell’d  him  to  allow  a  Maintenance 
to  his  Wife  and  one  of  his  Children,  while  he  liv’d  in 
Adultery  with  another  Man’s  Wife  and  fear’d  to  be  prose¬ 
cuted  for  the  same. 

12thiy  Because  that  when  a  Portugueze  Ship  came 
into  the  Harbour  and  was  in  Distress  the  Governour  re¬ 
fus’d  to  Comply  with  their  Villanous  Proposall  of  making 
her  a  Wreck  as  they  Desir’d  him,  and  would  not  permit 
any  of  the  Island  to  go  on  board  her,  knowing  very  well 
of  how  dangerous  Consequence  it  might  have  been  to  have 
our  Weakness  discovered  to  Persons  in  the  Service  of  so 
dangerous  an  Enemy  as  the  Spanyards,  This  Proposall 
was  made  to  the  Gov'  by  Eldings  Brother  in  Law,  who  in 
my  hearing  offered  to  go  in  the  Night  and  cutt  her  Cable. 

igthiy  Because  the  Governor  having  Information  given 
him  of  a  Pyracy  comitted  by  Elding  upon  the  Bahama 
merchant  a  Brigantine  belonging  to  one  Edwards  of  Bos¬ 
ton,  and  that  he  had  underhand  assisted  a  known  Pvrate, 
with  severall  Provisions  &.c  Imprisoned  the  said  Elding 
for  those  Crimes. 

Lastly  for  that  he  had  caus’d  a  Sloop  belonging  to 
Lightwood  to  be  Seized;  upon  information  given  upon 
Oath  by  John  Welfleet,  Master  of  the  said  Sloop,  who 
depos’d  that  he  had  brought  in  her  Tobacco  from  Barba¬ 
dos  —  without  Landing  it  first  in  England  as  the  Law 
directs,  and  that  he  had  carry’d  the  said  Tobacco  to  St. 
Thomas’s  a  Plantation  belonging  to  the  King  of  Denmark, 
where  he  had  likewise  taken  in  Cocao,  Sugar  and  other 
Comodities,  and  had  not  paid  the  Duty  requir’d  by  Law 
for  the  said  Tobacco,  ffor  which  offence  the  Sloop  and 
Cargo  became  forfeited  to  the  King  by  Virtue  of  a 
Statute  made  Anno  12  :  Car:  2. 

Thus,  my  Lords,  I  have  faithfully  related  to  Yo'  Lo®** 
the  Proceedings  of  the  Conspirators  against  that  Govern¬ 
ment,  as  also  some  of  the  Cheife  Reasons  that  mov’d  them 
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to  that  Rebellion  which  they  undertook  meerely  to  prose¬ 
cute  their  own  Impunity,  having  first  us’d  all  meanes  to 
corrupt  the  Governour,  but  found  he  could  not  be  pre¬ 
vail’d  upon  to  Connive  at  their  unlawfull  Practices  which 
they  had  so  long  follow’d  without  Interruption. 

As  to  those  Articles  they  have  laid  to  the  Govemours 
Charge  I  crave  leave  to  assure  Yo'  Lo****  They  are  alto¬ 
gether  Scandalous  or  false,  for  I  being  Secretary  of  the 
Island  and  one  of  the  Councill  during  the  whole  time  of 
Hasketts  Governm*  and  acquainted  with  all  his  Trans¬ 
actions  do  assure  Yo'  Lo****  that  he  never  did  anything 
contrary  to  Law,  or  that  was  any  Greivanoe  to  the  People, 
but  always  discharg’d  the  Duty  of  a  Carefull  and  good 
Governor  both  to  the  King,  the  Lords  Proprietors  and 
the  People  under  his  Care. 

And  further  my  Lords,  I  presume  to  say,  that  unless 
Speedy  Care  be  taken  of  that  Island,  by  Her  Majesty’s 
sending  a  Force  thither,  it  will  inevitably  in  a  short  time, 
if  it  have  not  so  already,  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  French, 
and  whether  the  Consequence  thereof  to  this  Nation  will 
be  good  or  ill,  I  leave  to  the  Consideration  of  Yo*  Lo”** 
better  Judgment. 

At  the  Court  of  Windsor,  the  24^  day  of  August  1702. 

Present  The  Queen’s  most  Excellent  Ma^  in  Councill 
Upon  reading  this  day  at  the  Board  a  Representation 
from  the  Lord  Comm”  of  Trade  and  Plantations  dated 
the  22“  of  this  month.  Setting  forth,  That  they  have 
Examined  the  Allegations  of  the  Petition  of  Capt.  Elias 
Haskett  late  Governor  of  the  Bahama  Islands,  Complain¬ 
ing  of  his  having  been  forcibly  seized  by  the  Inhabitants 
of  the  said  Island,  and  sent  to  England,  by  reason  of  his 
Prosecuting  divers  Offenders  for  Pyracy  and  Violating 
the  Laws  of  Trade  and  Navigation,  And  for  his  endeavor¬ 
ing  to  Reform  the  Disorderly  way  of  Living  of  those  In¬ 
habitants;  And  their  Lo’’’’®  not  being  able  to  determine 
the  Truth  of  the  Matter  of  Fact  on  either  Side,  which 
they  Conceive  Cannot  otherwise  be  done,  then  by  a  Com¬ 
mission  of  Enquiry.  It  is  Ordered  by  Her  Ma*^  in  Coun¬ 
cill,  That  it  be  as  it  is  hereby  Recommended  to  the  Lords 
Proprietors  of  the  Bahama  Islands,  forthwith  to  Sue  out 
a  Commission  of  Inquiry,  in  order  to  the  doing  of  the 
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Petitioner  Justice,  by  a  Legall  Examination  into  the  mat¬ 
ters  of  the  Pet”  Complaint,  The  said  Captain  Haskett 
being  a  Person  of  whom  Her  Ma*^  has  a  good  Opinion, 
and  whom  Her  Ma^  is  well  Informed  may  do  good  Service 
to  Her  Ma*^  in  those  Parts. 

A  true  Copy 

John  Povey. 

Att  the  Court  at  Bath  27  Sept',  1702 
Present 

The  Queen’s  Most  Excellent  Majestie  in  Councill. 

Upon  Reading  this  day  at  the  Board  the  Petition  of 
Coll"  Elias  Haskett  late  Governor  of  the  Bahama  Islands. 
Setting  forth  the  Great  Barharitys  and  Ill  Usage  he  had 
received  from  the  Inhabitants  of  those  Islands  And  Recit¬ 
ing  that  whereas  by  an  Order  of  this  Board  dated  the 
24"*  August  last  upon  a  Report  from  the  Lords  of  the 
Councill  of  Trade  her  Majestye  had  declared  her  Good 
Opinion  of  y®  Pet'  And  for  his  Reliefe  had  directed  the 
Lords  Proprietors  to  Issue  a  Commission  of  Enquiry  To 
make  out  these  Allegations  And  the  Pet'  Alledging  the 
Great  Loss  of  Time  Such  a  Commission  would  take  up 
to  Exacute,  And  that  the  Earl  of  Nottingham  her  Majes¬ 
ties  principall  Secretary  of  State  had  taken  before  him 
Two  Affidavits  proving  the  whole  Matter  which  he  humbly 
hoped  would  be  sufficient  Her  Majestie  in  Councill  was 
thereupon  Graciously  pleasd  to  Order  in  Favour  to  the 
Pet'  &  for  his  more  Speedy  Relief  that  the  said  Petition 
and  Affidavits  be  referred  to  the  Lords  Proprietors  who 
are  to  proceed  thereon  instead  of  the  Commission  of  En¬ 
quiry  And  to  report  their  Opinion  Upon  the  Whole  to 
her  Majestie  in  Councill. 


Edward  Southwell. 


WILLIAM  DAVENPORT  OF  NEWBURYPORT 
AND  SOME  OF  HIS  DESCENDANTS 


By  Russell  Leigh  Jackson 


William  Davenport,  ancestor  of  the  Davenport  family 
in  Newburyport,  was  born  in  Dorchester,  Massachusetts, 
19  Oct.  1718,  and  died  in  Newburyport,  Massachusetts, 
2  Sept.  1773.  He  was  a  son  of  James  Davenport,  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Ancient  and  Honorable  Artillery  Co.,  a  promi¬ 
nent  innkeeper  of  Boston,  proprietor  of  the  “Sign  of  the 
Globe”  and  the  “Bunch  of  Grapes”  on  Scarlett’s  wharf, 
and  his  first  wife,  Grace  Tileston,  daughter  of  Onesi- 
phorus  Tileston  of  Dorchester,  and  a  grandson  of  Eben- 
ezer  Davenport  (son  of  Thomas  Davenport,  the  immi¬ 
grant)  and  his  wife,  Dorcas  Milk. 

William  Davenport  came  to  Newburyport  (then  New¬ 
bury)  as  early  as  1738.  He  is  called  a  “carver,”  and 
is  recorded  as  buying  of  Samuel  Greenleaf,  24  Oct.  1741, 
10  rods  of  land  on  Fish  street,  with  a  house  thereon. 
This  was  the  same  property,  with  the  exception  of  the 
house,  that  Greenleaf  had  purchased  from  Jonathan  Dole 
a  few  years  before.  In  1743,  Davenport  bought  the  ad¬ 
joining  property  from  Dole.  Here  he  made  his  home  for 
nearly  twenty  years,  following  his  trade  as  a  carver,  dur¬ 
ing  which  time  he  made  many  figureheads  for  ships. 

Davenport  acquired  considerable  reputation  during  the 
French  and  Indian  war,  being  in  command  of  a  company 
of  Newbury  men,  enlisted  for  service  in  the  Louisburg 
expedition  for  the  reduction  of  Quebec,  in  June,  1759, 
and  he  was  at  the  Plains  of  Abraham  on  13  Sept.  1759 
in  the  battle  with  the  French  when  the  British  commander. 
General  James  Wolfe,  was  killed. 

Evidently  he  was  an  ardent  admirer  of  Wolfe,  for  in 
1762,  when  he  opened  a  tavern  in  his  house  at  the  comer 
of  Fish  (later  State)  street  and  Threadneedle  Alley,  he 
gave  it  the  name  of  “Wolfe”  out  of  respect  for  his  brave 
general, — a  name  which  has  persisted  to  this  day.  In 
front  of  his  tavern  he  hung  a  wooden  sign  on  which  was 
carved  a  likeness  of  General  Wolfe.  He  may  not  have 
been  the  carver,  but  it  is  probable  that  he  was,  for  he 
(258) 
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was  eminently  gifted  in  that  sort  of  work.  The  Wolfe 
Tavern  soon  became  widely  known,  not  only  in  Newbury- 
port,  but  throughout  Essex  County,  and  the  Marine  So¬ 
ciety  of  Newburyport  and  the  Masonic  lodges  in  the  town 
held  their  meetings  there.  Here  were  the  headquarters 
of  the  Marquis  de  Chastellux,  who  mentions  it  in  his  mem¬ 
oirs,  and  the  Baron  de  Tallyrand,  M.  de  Vaudreuil,  and 
M.  Lynch  de  Montesquieu,  grandson  of  the  author,  also 
stayed  there  while  in  Newburyport. 

Some  time  before  1811,  James  Akin,  an  engraver  in 
Newburyport,  made  an  engraving  of  the  tavern,  which 
had  a  wide  circulation,  and  several  of  the  originals  are 
in  existence  today.  In  May,  1811,  a  disastrous  conflag¬ 
ration  swept  the  business  district  of  Newburyport,  and 
the  tavern  was  destroyed,  taking  with  it  the  General 
Wolfe  sign.  Upon  the  removal  of  the  tavern  further  up 
State  street  (as  Fish  street  had  been  renamed)  a  sign, 
following  the  same  lines  as  the  old  carved  one,  was  painted 
by  Moses  Cole,  the  celebrated  artist,  and  hung  in  front 
of  the  hostelry. 

In  1763,  Captain  Davenport  was  one  of  the  petitioners 
for  the  separation  of  Newbury  and  the  incorporation  of 
the  town  of  Newburyport,  the  following  year,  and  in  that 
year  he  was  appointed  Clerk  of  the  Market. 

He  married  in  Newbury,  3  April,  1740,  Sarah  Gerrish, 
bom  in  Newbury,  14  Jan.  1716,  and  died  in  Newbury¬ 
port,  10  Feb.  1802,  aged  86  years,  daughter  of  Moses  and 
Mary  (Noyes)  Gerrish,  of  Newbury;  granddaughter  of 
Colonel  Moses  and  Jane  (Sewall)  Gerrish,  and  great- 
grandaughter  of  Captain  William  and  Joanna  (Lowell) 
Oliver-Gerrish.  Through  her  mother,  Sarah  (Gerrish) 
Davenport  was  a  granddaughter  of  Colonel  Thomas  and 
Elizabeth  (Greenleaf)  Noyes  and  a  great-granddaughter 
of  Rev.  James  Noyes,  the  beloved  pastor  of  the  Newbury 
church. 

Children  of  Capt.  William  and  Sarah  (Gerrish)  Daven¬ 
port: 

1.  Maky,  b.  1  March,  1740/1;  d.  y. 

2.  Grace,  b.  12  Sept.  1743. 
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3.  Maby,  b.  1  June,  1746;  d,  13  Dec.  1795;  mar.  Thomas 

Wood,  of  Newburyport,  possibly  a  memter  of  the  Box- 
ford  family  of  the  name.  He  served  during  the  Revo¬ 
lution  for  the  town  of  Newburyport  in  1779-80,  and 
on  April  20,  1782,  was  a  signer  to  a  petition  request¬ 
ing  withdrawal  from  the  service  of  the  government 
and  pay  for  same.  His  age  is  given  as  37,  which 
would  make  him  born  in  1745.  Children:  (Wood): 
(1)  Thomas,  jr.,  b.  11  June,  1764;  d.  29  Jan.  1816. 
He  also  is  recorded  as  serving  in  the  Revolutionary 
army  for  the  town  of  Newburyport  and  is  among  the 
signers  to  a  petition  dated  Nov.  13,  1782,  asking  with¬ 
drawal  and  pay.  His  age  is  given  in  the  petition  as 
sixteen.  He  mar.  6  Dec.  1785,  Rebecca  Ome,  b. 
1760;  d.  28  April,  1832,  probably  of  the  Marblehead 
family.  (2)  James,  b.  9  April,  1768;  d.  15  July, 
1799;  mar.  24  July,  1796,  Rebecca  Long,  b.  25  May, 
1777;  d.  24  July,  1799,  dau.  of  Robert  and  Ruth 
(White)  Long  of  Newburyport  and  granddau.  of  Hon. 
Phillips  White,  of  Haverhill,  member  of  Congress; 
(3)  Elizabeth,  b.  17  March,  1770;  mar.  8  Feb.  1794, 
Joshua  Pillsbury,  jr.,  b.  22  Jan.  1769;  son  of  Joshua 
and  Rebecca  (Whitten)  Pillsbury;  (4)  Sarah,  b.  14 
April,  1772;  mar.  9  Sept.  1798,  Moses  Pierce,  jr.,  b. 
24  May,  1772,  son  of  Henry  and  Sarah  (CofiBn) 
Pierce. 

4.  Moses,  b.  20  Feb.  1747 ;  d.  y. 

5.  Elizabeth,  b.  4  March,  1749-50. 

6.  Anthony,  b.  1  April,  1752.  See  below  (2). 

7.  Sarah,  b.  19  May,  1754. 

8.  Moses,  b.  16  July,  1757.  See  below  (3). 


2. 

Anthony  Davenport,  bom  in  Newbury,  1  April, 
1752;  died  in  Newburyport,  31  March,  1836.  He  suc¬ 
ceeded  his  father  as  proprietor  of  the  Wolfe  Tavern,  and 
with  his  brother,  Moses,  made  it  one  of  the  best  known 
hostelries  in  Massachusetts.  He  served  as  selectman  in 
Newburyport  in  1791,  1792,  1802  and  1803,  and  served 
as  a  private  in  Sergt.  Hodge’s  detachment  October  1-8, 
1814,  during  the  second  war  with  England.  He  owned 
the  wharf  at  the  foot  of  Fair  street,  known  for  years  as 
Davenport  wharf,  which  was  sold  in  1852  to  Robert 
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Bayley  &  Son,  and  also  owned  the  land  which  was  sold 
to  the  toAvn  of  Newhuryport  in  1848  for  use  as  a  burial 
ground,  now  known  as  Highland  Cemetery.  He  was 
owner  of  the  brig  Catherine  (valued  at  $9,322)  and  part 
owner  with  Amos  Knight  of  the  schooner  Unity  (valued 
at  $6,120),  and  with  John  Pettingill  of  the  brig  Hazard. 
He  lived  in  the  house  at  the  corner  of  High  and  Federal 
streets. 

He  married,  first,  Elizabeth  Woodburn,  bom  probably 
in  Boston,  1755,  and  died  in  Newburyport,  22  Aug.  1785, 
aged  30  years.  All  attempts  to  trace  her  ancestry  have 
failed,  but  she  may  have  b^n  of  the  family  of  John  and 
David  Woodburn,  who  emigrated  from  Ireland  to  Lon¬ 
donderry,  N.  H.,  in  the  early  years  of  the  eighteenth 
century.  Anthony  Davenport  married,  secondly,  in  New- 
buryport,  15  Sept.  1786,  Judith  Parsons,  born  28  Sept. 
1758;  died  in  Kewburyport,  1  Nov.  1787,  probably  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Joseph  and  Bethany  (Gott)  Parsons,  of  Gloucester. 
He  married,  third,  in  Newburyport,  25  Nov.  1788,  Cath¬ 
erine  Greenleaf,  born  in  Newbury,  2  Dec.  1759;  died  in 
Newburyport,  15  Nov.  1838,  daughter  of  Hon.  Jonathan 
Greenleaf,  a  member  of  the  Council  of  Massachusetts, 
and  one  of  the  prominent  men  of  his  time,  and  his  wife, 
Mary  (Presbury)  Greenleaf. 

Children  of  Anthony  and  Elizabeth  (Woodburn)  Da¬ 
venport  : 

1.  John,  b.  1  May,  1776.  See  below  (4). 

2.  Elizabeth,  b.  May,  1777;  d.  14  Feb.  1870;  mar.  6  Apr. 

1801,  Capt.  Nicholas  Johnson,  of  Newburyport,  b.  14 
Oct.  1777;  d.  19  Nov.  1825,  son  of  Capt.  Nicholas 
Johnson,  commander  of  the  ship  Count  de  Orasse, 
and  the  first  to  hoist  the  American  flag  on  the  Thames, 
and  his  wife  Mary  (Perkins)  Johnson.  Nicholas 
Johnson,  jr.,  was  part  owner  of  the  brig  Rapid  and 
was  a  member  of  the  very  prominent  family  of  New¬ 
buryport  ship-owners  and  merchants,  which  flourished 
in  the  early  years  of  the  nineteenth  century  in  that 
city.  Children:  (Johnson):  (1)  Nicholas,  3rd,  b.  18 
Jan.  1801 ;  d.  31  Aug.  1882 ;  mar.  6  Dec.  1831,  Eliza¬ 
beth  Higginson,  of  Boston,  b.  12  Jan.  1809;  d.  11  Oct. 
1893,  dau.  John  and  Elizabeth  Higginson,  and  grand- 


262  WILLIAM  DAVENPOET  OF  NEWBURYPOET 

dau.  of  Stephen  and  Elizabeth  (Cabot)  Higginson. 
He  is  recorded  as  being  part-owner  of  the  ship  Sonora 
built  in  1853  and  burned  by  the  Alabama  26  Dec. 
1863.  (2)  Elizabeth,  b.  8  Sept.  1804;  d.  y.  (3) 

Augusta,  b.  21  Sept.  1806;  mar.  25  Oct.  1832,  Capt. 
Thomas  A.  Smith,  b.  1795;  d.  10  Dec.  1851.  He 
commanded  the  brigs  Pocahontas,  lost  on  Plum  Island 
in  1839,  and  the  Mars.  He  was  elected  to  member¬ 
ship  in  the  Marine  Society  of  Newbury  port,  29  Nov. 
1827.  Mrs.  Smith  and  Mrs.  Anne  Condry  Knight 
were  the  founders  of  the  Newburyport  Society  for  the 
Relief  of  Aged  Females  on  10  April,  1839  and  upon 
the  death  of  Mrs.  Wheelwright  Krell,  daughter  of 
William  Wheelwright,  Newburyport  philanthropist 
and  South  American  merchant,  the  mansion-house  of 
the  latter  became  the  property  of  the  society.  (4) 
Charles,  b.  21  Aug.  1809;  (5)  Mary  Hodge,  b.  13  Oct. 
1811;  mar.  15  Sept.  1832,  Capt.  John  Currier  Hoyt, 
b.  in  Newburyport,  9  May,  1803;  d.  28  March,  1862, 
son  of  Capt.  Richard  and  Elizabeth  (Currier)  Hoyt. 
He  was  commander  of  the  bark  Oberlin  and  the  ships 
Dolphin,  General  Parkhill  and  East  Indian.  He  was 
elected  to  membership  in  the  Marine  Society  of  New¬ 
buryport,  28  Nov.  1844;  (6)  Almira,  b.  3  June,  1814; 
d.  9  April,  1895,  unm. ;  (7)  Serena,  b.  14  Nov.  1817; 
(8)  Lucy  Ann,  b.  24  Sept.  1820;  mar.  8  May,  1843, 
James  Pike,  b.  23  Feb.  1820,  son  of  Joseph  Trevett 
and  Sarah  (Gordon)  Pike. 

3.  William,  b.  6  Feb.  1779.  See  below  (5). 

4.  Saeah,  b.  1  Jan.  1782 ;  mar.  2  Feb.  1808,  Solomon  Has¬ 

kell  Currier,  b.  in  Newburyport,  24  March,  1784;  d. 

21  Nov.  1859,  son  of  William,  3d,  and  Abigail 
(Beacham)  Currier.  He  was  deputy  collector  of  the 
port  of  Newbur\T)ort  from  1821  to  1829  and  collector 
from  February  to  July,  of  the  latter  year.  He  served 
as  town  treasurer  from  1817  to  1823  and  was  repre¬ 
sentative  to  the  general  court  1835-6.  Children: 
(Currier):  (1)  Mary  Elizabeth,  b.  2  Nov.  1808;  d. 

22  June,  1820;  (2)  Anthony  Davenport,  b.  20  Jan. 
1812;  d.  11  Jan.  1838;  mar.  Mary  Ann  Loring  of 
Andover;  (3)  Sarah  Woodburn,  b.  3  April,  1817; 
mar.  5  April,  1840,  Samuel  G.  Morrill. 

5.  Mart,  b.  Nov.  1783 ;  mar.  30  June,  1808,  Hon.  Charles 

Coffin,  b.  18  March,  1779 ;  lost  at  sea  on  voyage  from 
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New  Orleans  to  Boston,  10  April,  1851,  son  of  Rev. 
Dr.  Paul  and  Mary  (Gorham)  Coffin,  of  Buxton,  Me., 
and  grandson  of  Capt.  Nathaniel  Gorham  of  Charles¬ 
town.  Children:  (Coffin):  (1)  John  Davenport,  b. 
1809;  (2)  Mary  Gorham,  b.  1809;  (3)  Elizabeth 
Woodburn,  b.  1811 ;  (4)  Catherine  Greenleaf,  b.  1813; 
(5)  Edward,  b.  1815;  (6)  Sarah  Deane,  b.  1818. 

Child  of  Anthony  and  Judith  (Parsons)  Davenport: 

6.  Anthony,  b.  1787;  d.  Nov.  1788,  aged  15  months. 

Children  of  Anthony  and  Catherine  (Greenleaf)  Da¬ 
venport  : 

7.  Catherine,  b.  10  Oct.  1789;  d.  1866;  mar.  1812,  Sam¬ 

uel  Tibbett  DeFord,  b.  in  Chestertown,  Md.,  5  Feb. 
1787;  d.  in  Newburyport,  18  Feb.  1870,  s.  of  Thomas 
and  Eliza  (Tibbett)  DeFord.  He  was  a  selectman  in 
Newburyport  1829-30;  president  of  the  Newburyport 
bank,  in  1836;  director  of  the  Newburyport  Steam 
Cotton  Co.  in  1836,  an  incorporator  of  the  Wessa- 
cumcon  Steam  Mills,  afterwards  the  Bartlett  Mills. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Brutus  Fire  Society  in  1824 
and  was  librarian  of  the  Franklin  library  in  Newbury¬ 
port  in  1821.  Children:  (DeFord):  (1)  Charles 
Davenport,  b.  29  Aug.  1814;  mar.  Maria  Vernon 

Noyes,  b.  - ;  d.  1866,  dau.  of  William  and  Mary 

(Hunt)  Noyes  of  Georgetown,  D.  C.  (2)  Frances 
Davenport,  b.  7  Oct.  1816;  mar.  23  Nov.  1846,  Nor¬ 
man  Cummings  Greenough,  b.  in  Lebanon,  N.  H.,  in 
1820;  d.  11  Aug.  1866,  s.  of  Brackett  and  Abigail 
(Cummings)  Greenough.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Beethoven  Club  and  the  Academy  of  Music  in  New¬ 
buryport  and  was  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Aider- 
men  in  that  city  in  1863-4.  (3)  Julianna  Elizabeth, 

b.  10  Oct.  1818;  mar.  10  April,  1848,  Louis  Worces¬ 
ter,  b.  5  April,  1827;  killed  at  the  battle  of  Gettys¬ 
burg,  fighting  for  the  Confederacy,  on  2  July,  1863, 
son  of  David  and  Judith  (Sargent)  Worcester,  of 
Gloucester,  and  grandson  of  Rev.  Dr.  Noah  Worces¬ 
ter,  and  also  of  Fitz William  Sargent  of  Gloucester. 
He  was  an  attorney-at-law  in  Covington,  Ky.,  and 
was  also  secretary  in  the  office  of  the  attorney  gen¬ 
eral  of  the  United  States  before  enlisting  in  the  Con¬ 
federate  army;  (4)  William  Young,  h.  1  Oct.  1820; 
mar.  Elizabeth  Anna  Baker;  (5)  George  Thomas,  b. 
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31  Aug.  1822;  mar.  Louisa  Lawreace;  (6)  Harriett 
Davenport,  b.  28  Feb.  1825;  (7)  Carolina  Cushing, 
b.  1827;  mar.  James  Henry  Thayer;  (8)  Samuel  Tib- 
bett,  jr.,  b.  1828;  mar.  Maria  Haskell;  (9)  Richard 
Spofford,  b.  1831;  mar.  Eliza  Brown;  (10)  Mary  Ann 
Johnson,  b.  1833;  mar.  Ralph  A.  Bayley. 

8.  Anthony,  b.  1  Jan.  1791 ;  d.  Aug.  1791. 

9.  Capt.  Chakles,  b.  June,  1792;  d.  at  sea,  17  Feb.  1821. 

He  was  a  private  in  Capt.  Paul  Titcomb’s  company, 
Lt.  Col.  Paul  Merrill’s  regiment  in  the  war  of  1812, 
serving  from  Oct.  5-7,  1814.  He  was  master  of  the 
schooner  Sarah  and  on  27  Nov.  1817  was  elected  to 
membership  in  the  Marine  Society  of  Newburyport 
but  was  expelled  26  Nov.  1818,  inasmuch  as  he  had 
not  compli^  with  the  rules  of  admittance. 

10.  Frances,  b.  June,  1794;  d.  9  July,  1837;  unm. 

11.  George,  b.  July,  1796;  d.  26  June,  1845;  unm. 

12.  Charlotte,  b.  24  May,  1800;  d.  20  Feb.  1828,  unm. 

13.  Anthony,  b.  24  June,  1802.  See  below  (6). 

3. 

Moses  Davenport,  born  in  Newbury,  16  July,  1757 ; 
died  in  Newburyport,  17  Aug.  1846.  He  was  part 
owner  of  the  Wolfe  Tavern,  with  his  brother,  Anthony, 
and  lived  on  Water  street,  in  Newburyport.  He  is 
recorded  as  a  private  in  Capt.  Moses  Nowell’s  (Sea- 
coast)  company  of  New'buryport,  in  the  Revolution,  en¬ 
listing  10  July,  1775  and  being  discharged  31  Dec.  1775; 
service  six  months,  seven  days  at  NewWryport.  (^fass. 
Soldiers  and  Sailors  of  the  Revolution,  vol.  iv,  p.  454.) 

He  married,  first,  in  Boston,  3  April,  1785,  his  first 
cousin,  Rebecca  Tucker,  born  in  Boston  in  1758;  died 
in  Newburyport,  16  Nov.  1790,  aged  32  years,  daughter 
of  John  and  Rebecca  (Davenport)  Tucker.  Her  mother 
was  a  daughter  of  James  Davenport  by  his  second  wife, 
Sarah  Franklin,  daughter  of  Josiah  and  Abiah  (Folger) 
Franklin,  of  Boston,  and  sister  of  Dr.  Benjamin  Franklin 
of  Boston  and  Philadelphia,  Revolutionary  patriot,  phi¬ 
losopher  and  statesman.  Moses  Davenport  married,  sec¬ 
ondly,  5  March,  1806,  Sarah  (Knapp)  Edwards,  born 
3  April,  1760;  died  14  March,  1831,  daughter  of  Na- 
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thaniel  and  Mary  (Myrick)  Knapp  and  widow  of  John 
Edwards. 

Children  of  Moses  and  Rebecca  (Tucker)  Davenport: 

1.  Anthony,  b.  22  Feb.  1786.  See  below  (7). 

2.  Rebecca,  b.  23  Aug.  1787 ;  mar.  16  Sept.  1812,  Nicho¬ 

las  Pierce,  born  in  Newburyport,  11  April,  1786;  son 
of  Capt.  Nicholas  and  Martha  (Willard)  Pierce. 
Children:  (Pierce):  (1)  Jacob  Perkins,  b.  14  Sept. 
1815;  d.  8  May,  1818;  (2)  Jacob  Perkins,  b.  18  Dec. 
1818;  (3)  Rebecca  Tucker,  b.  7  March,  1821;  mar.  6 
Oct.  1842,  John  Walton,  jr.  She  inherited  the  oil 
portrait  of  her  grandfather,  Moses  Davenport,  her 
uncle  Anthony  Davenport  having  devised  it  to  her  in 
his  will.  (4)  Abraham  Perkins,  b.  20  Oct.  1823.  (5) 
Mary  Lee  Nichols,  b.  12  Dec.  1828. 

3.  Moses,  jb.,  b.  24  May,  1789;  d.  June,  1789. 


4. 

John  Davenport,  bom  in  Newburyport,  1  May,  1776; 
died  there,  2  Dec.  1817. 

He  married  in  Newburyport,  16  Dec.  1800,  Tabitha 
Russell,  born  in  Marblehead,  1778;  died  in  Newburyport, 
13  Nov.  1855;  daughter  of  Capt.  William  and  Mary 
(Pickett)  Russell,  of  Marblehead. 

Children  of  John  and  Tabitha  (Russell)  Davenport: 

1.  Capt.  John,  b.  26  Sept.  1801;  d.  25  Feb.  1832,  ae.  30. 

2.  William  Russell,  b.  18  Oct.  1802;  d.  17  May,  1828; 

ae.  26. 

3.  Harriett,  b.  6  Nov.  1804;  d.  17  April,  1895;  mar.  30 

Oct.  1828,  Dr.  Henry  Coit  Perkins,  b.  13  Nov.  1804; 
d.  1  Feb.  1873,  son  of  Thomas  Perkins,  one-time  pro¬ 
prietor  of  the  Wolfe  Tavern,  and  his  wife  Elizabeth 
(Story)  Perkins.  He  was  a  graduate  of  Harvard 
(1824)  and  of  the  Medical  School  (1827)  and  was  a 
member  of  the  American  Academy  of  Arts  and  Sci¬ 
ences  and  also  president  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical 
Society  in  1866.  He  is  credited  with  making  the  first 
daguerreotype  in  New  England  and  was  well  known 
as  a  scientist.  He  was  one  of  the  contributors  to  the 
Public  Library  Fund  in  1863,  which  resulted  in  creat¬ 
ing  the  Public  Library  of  Newburyport.  Child:  (Per¬ 
kins) :  (1)  Henry  Russell,  b.  2  April,  1838;  d.  20 
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Aug.  1913;  mar.  6  July,  1868,  Georgianna  Prescott 
Re^,  b.  14  Aug.  1835,  d.  23  June,  1931,  dau.  of 
Samuel  Gleason  and  Caroline  Prescott  (Webster) 
Reed,  of  Roxbury. 

4.  Hon.  Moses,  b.  14  Feb.  1806.  See  below  (8). 

5.  Elisabeth,  b.  9  Oct.  1808;  d. - ;  mar.  28  Sept.  1829, 

Capt.  Daniel  Knight,  jr.,  b.  2  Oct.  1806;  d.  in  Dan¬ 
vers,  2  Feb.  1883,  son  of  Daniel  and  Sarah  (Pearson) 
Knight.  Capt.  Knight  commanded  the  barks  Saga¬ 
more  and  Oberlin  and  the  ships  Masconomo,  Naviga¬ 
tor,  Spartan  (lost  at  Nassau,  23  Nov.  1840)  and 
Ariadne.  He  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Marine 
Society  of  Newburyport,  30  Nov.  1843.  Child: 
(Knight):  (1)  Harriett  Perkins,  b.  17  July,  1831; 
mar.  Moses  Emery  Hale,  b.  16  Oct.  1818,  son  of  Ben¬ 
jamin  and  Sally  (Wells)  Hale  of  Newburyport.  He 
was  one  of  the  contributors  to  the  Public  Library  Fund 
in  1863. 

6.  Mart,  b.  31  July,  1814;  d.  27  Dee.  1868;  mar.  23  Jan. 

1843,  John  Osgood,  b.  1  Sept.  1803,  son  of  Alfred  and 
Mary  (Smith)  Osgood,  and  granddaughter  of  Col. 
John  Osgood  of  Newburyport.  He  was  one  of  the 
contributors  to  the  Public  Library  Fund  in  1863. 
Child:  (Osgood):  (1)  Florence,  b.  18  Nov.  1849. 

7.  Catharine  Greenleaf,  b.  24  Jan.  1816;  d.  2  Jan. 

1906;  mar.  21  Aug.  1834,  Albert  Wood,  of  Newbury¬ 
port,  son  of  John  and  Elizabeth  Wood,  who  d.  5  Sept. 
1853.  Mr.  Wood  was  a  merchant  in  Newburyport, 
and  in  1845  was  the  owner  with  his  father  John  Wood 
and  John  Porter  of  the  steam  propeller,  Decatur, 
which  plied  between  Newburyport  and  Boston,  for 
several  years.  Children:  (Wood):  (1)  Ellen,  b.  19 
June,  1835;  d.  31  Aug.  1833;  (2)  Mary  Louisa,  b.  6 
Jan.  1839;  d.  1925;  (3)  Anna  Condry,  b.  2  Jan.  1841; 

d.  - ;  mar.  12  April,  1864,  Charles  William  Ran- 

toul,  b.  24  April,  1839;  d.  13  Dee.  1918  at  Sanford, 
Fla.,  son  of  Hon.  Robert  Rantoul,  United  States  sena¬ 
tor  from  Massachusetts,  and  his  wife  Jane  E.  (Wood¬ 
bury)  Rantoul,  of  Beverly.  Mr.  Rantoul  went  to  sea 
at  the  age  of  15  years  and  went  around  the  world 
three  times  in  full-rigged  ships.  He  was  in  China 
for  four  years  with  Russell  &  Co.,  and  went  to  Japan 
at  the  time  it  was  opened  to  foreigners  by  Commo¬ 
dore  Matthew  C.  Perry  in  1854.  He  was  in  the  Cus¬ 
toms  House  in  Boston  for  a  time  and  in  1875  went 
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to  Florida,  and  from  that  date  until  his  death  was 
engaged  in  citrus  culture  there.  (4)  Albert,  b.  15 
Feb.  1847;  d.  1867;  (6)  Catherine  Davenport,  b.  18 
Dec.  1848;  mar.  Albert  Hale,  son  of  Jacob  and  Mary 
Jane  (Hoyt)  Hale,  of  Newburyport.  Mr.  Hale  was 
a  graduate  of  Harvard,  class  of  1861.  He  served  as 
principal  of  the  Fairhaven,  Massachusetts,  high  school 
1862-4;  principal  of  the  Female  high  school  of  New¬ 
buryport,  1864-5;  teacher  in  the  English  high  school 
in  Boston,  1866,  and  in  1875  became  a  master  in  that 
school.  He  also  did  a  great  deal  of  work  as  a  private 
tutor. 


5. 

William  Davenport,  born  in  Newburyport,  6  Feb. 
1779.  He  married,  in  Newburyport,  29  Nov.  1808, 
Salome  Brown,  bom  on  Deer  Isle,  Maine,  1790;  died  in 
Newburyport,  31  Dec.  1843,  daughter  of  Rev.  Joseph 
Brown,  a  native  of  England  who  came  to  Deer  Isle  in 
1804,  and  was  later  assistant  to  Rev.  Charles  W.  Milton, 
of  Newburyport.  Rev.  Mr.  Brown  was  educated  at  the 
seminary  founded  by  Bady  Selina  Huntingdon  at  Tre- 
vecca  in  Wales  and  was  a  man  of  excellent  character  and 
exceptionally  brilliant  intellectual  attainments. 

6. 

Anthony  Davenport,  bora  in  Newburyport,  24  June, 
1802;  died  in  Newburyport,  5  Sept.  1885.  He  was  a 
jeweler  in  Newburyport  and  lived  during  his  residence  in 
Newburyport  on  Beck  street.  At  one  time  he  was  a  resi¬ 
dent  of  Portland,  Maine,  where  several  of  his  children 
were  bom.  He  married,  10  May,  1824,  Sarah  Jackson 
Little  of  Portland,  bora  there  13  Sept.  1801 ;  died  in  New¬ 
buryport,  22  Jan.  1888,  daughter  of  Stephen  and  Rebecca 
(Dodge)  Little.  She  was  granddaughter  of  Dr.  Stephen 
Little,  the  Royalist,  who  was  banished  to  England  ^ong 
with  Wentworth,  Sparhawk  and  others  in  1777,  and  his 
wife,  Sarah  (Jackson)  Little.  Sarah  Jackson  was  the 
daughter  of  Dr.  Clement  Jackson  of  Portsmouth,  N.  H., 
and  sister  of  the  eminent  surgeon  and  scientist.  Dr.  Hall 
Jackson. 
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Children  of  Anthony  and  Sarah  Jackson  (Little)  Da¬ 
venport  : 

1.  Catherine  DeFord,  b.  25  Nov.  1825;  d.  1908;  mar. 

Augustus  Pearson,  b.  6  Nov.  1820,  son  of  Isaac  and 
Elizabeth  Coffin  (Johnson)  Pearson,  of  Newburyport. 
Child:  (Pearson):  (1)  John  Francis  Pearson,  b.  7 
Sept.  1851 ;  mar.  26  June,  1877,  Lillian  Bradshaw 
Coombs,  dau.  of  John  and  Abby  (Titcomb)  Coombs, 
of  Newburyport.  Mr.  Pearson  was  a  vestryman  at 
St.  Paul’s  church  in  Newburyport  and  also  at  All 
Saints  church  in  West  Newbury,  and  his  son.  Rev. 
Philip  Coombs  Pearson,  is  a  priest  of  the  Episcopal 
church  with  a  parish  at  Newcastle,  Penn. 

2.  Sarah,  b.  16  Oct.  1827 ;  d.  25  May,  1907 ;  mar.  23 

March,  1852,  her  second-cousin,  Silas  Pearson  Leigh, 
of  “Leigh’s  Hill,”  Newbury,  b.  at  Newbury,  28  Sept. 
1825 ;  d.  at  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  17  Sept.  1866,  son  of 
Benjamin  and  Sarah  Jackson  (Pearson)  Leigh,  of 
Newbury.  His  mother  was  a  granddaughter  of  Dr. 
Stephen  and  Sarah  (Jackson)  Little,  of  Portsmouth, 
N.  H.  Early  in  life  Mr.  Leigh  was  connected  with 
the  firm  of  Leigh  &  Cross  of  Newbur3rport,  of  which 
his  father  was  senior  partner,  and  sometime  in  the 
1860’8,  he  removed  to  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  where  he  was 
street  commissioner.  She  was  a  member  for  many 
years  of  the  General  Charitable  Society  of  Newbury¬ 
port. 

3.  George,  b.  10  Dec.  1829.  See  below  (9). 

4.  IcHABOD  Nichols,  b.  1  Feb.  1832;  d.  18  Feb.  1835. 

5.  Augusta  Smith,  b.  3  Feb.  1834;  d.  26  July,  1857. 

6.  Edward  Little,  b.  17  March,  1838.  See  below  (10). 

7.  Henry  Walton,  b.  19  Nov.  1839.  See  below  (11). 

8.  Albert  Wood,  b.  7  Jan.  1842;  d.  21  Jan.  1863. 

9.  Frederic,  b.  22  Oct.  1844;  d.  22  Dec.  1844. 

7. 

Anthony  Davenport,  bom  in  Newburyport,  22  Feb. 
1785 ;  d.  26  April,  1858.  He  was  a  merchant  in  New¬ 
buryport.  He  married,  27  June,  1848,  Mary  Walker 
Bartlett,  born  11  Feb.  1795;  died  31  July,  1877,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  David  and  Susanna  (Follansbee)  Bartlett,  of  New¬ 
buryport.  He  owned  a  mansion-house  on  Kent  street, 
in  Newburyport,  and  also  a  brick  store  and  counting-house 
at  the  corner  of  Ferry  wharf  and  Market  square. 
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8. 

Hon.  Moses  Davenport,  born  in  Newburyport,  14 
Feb.  1806;  died  in  Newburyport,  18  Feb.  1861.  He 
was  a  merchant  in  Newburyport  with  a  counting-house 
at  the  head  of  Ferry  wharf.  He  served  as  selectman  in 
Newburyport  in  1840-1  and  at  the  inauguration  of  the 
city  form  of  government  served  as  alderman  in  1851-2-3 
and  mayor  in  1854-5  and  1861.  He  was  representative 
in  the  General  Court  in  1852-3.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  Newburyport  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Co.  and  also 
served  as  president  of  the  Mechanics  Bank.  He  married, 
17  Feb.  1829,  Mary  Ann  Laird,  bom  15  Jan.  1807, 
daughter  of  Robert  and  Margaret  (Waddell)  Laird  of 
Newburyport. 

Child  of  Hon.  Moses  and  Mary  Ann  (Laird)  Daven¬ 
port: 

1.  Charles  William,  b.  18  Feb.  1830;  d.  2  Feb.  1891.  He 
served  as  alderman  in  Newburyport  in  1859-60  and 
was  appointed  by  President  Cleveland  deputy  collec¬ 
tor  of  customs  for  the  port  of  Newbur3rport  in  1886, 
serving  until  his  death. 

9. 

George  Davenport,  born  in  Portland,  Maine,  10  Dec. 
1829;  died  10  June,  1910.  In  early  life  he  went  to 
California  and  was  a  member  of  the  California  Pio¬ 
neers  Society  and  was  also  connected  with  the  Walworth 
Mfg.  Co.  in  Boston.  He  served  as  a  private  in  the  Civil 
War  and  was  a  member  of  Dalgren  Post,  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic,  in  South  Boston.  He  married  Caroline 
Surry,  who  died  19  Aug.  1929,  daughter  of  Joseph  and 
Lydia  Avery  (Heath)  Surry  of  Castine,  Maine.  They 
had  one  daughter,  Katherine. 

10. 

Edward  Little  Davenport,  born  in  Boston,  17 
March,  1838;  died  in  Somerville,  Mass.,  4  Feb.  1884. 
Mr.  Davenport’s  family  returned  to  Newburyport  from 
Boston  shortly  after  1838  and  there  he  spent  his  early 
years,  learning  his  trade  as  a  printer.  At  the  outbreak 
of  the  Civil  War  he  volunteered  his  services,  enlisting  at 
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Philadelphia  for  three  months,  then  returning  to  New- 
buryport,  and  re-enlisting  for  three  years  was  made  ser¬ 
geant  of  Co.  I,  23rd  Regiment  of  Massachusetts  Volun¬ 
teers.  He  married  in  Ipswich,  3  Sept.  1863,  Sophronia 
A.  Cross,  bom  in  Ipswich,  in  1838;  died  27  Nov.  1916, 
daughter  of  John  Dudley  and  Lydia  Caldwell  (Lord) 
Cross,  of  Ipswich. 

Children  of  Edward  Little  and  Sophronia  A.  (Cross) 
Davenport : 

1.  Albert  Dudley,  b.  16  Sept.  1865. 

2.  Arthur  Staniford,  b.  21  June,  1869. 

3.  Melissa  Cross,  b.  2  March,  1874;  d.  Jan.  1910;  mar. 

Fred  Winsor  Phelps.  Children:  (Phelps)  :  (1)  Fran¬ 
cis  Henry;  (2)  Fred  Winsor,  jr.,  (3)  Allyn  Daven¬ 
port,  (4)  Harold  Greenleaf,  (5)  Mildred  Margaret, 
mar.  Robert  L.  Berry  of  Lynn. 

4.  Edward  Little,  jr.,  b.  15  March,  1875 ;  mar.  Sarah  B. 

Nye;  d.  1911.  s.  p. 

5.  Sallie  Harris,  b.  13  March,  1876;  mar.  Philo  Leach, 

son  of  James  F.  and  Parna  (Hooper)  Leach.  Chil¬ 
dren:  (Leach):  (1)  Dorothy  Davenport,  b.  29  Aug. 
1907;  mar.  Donald  D.  Craft,  s.  of  Harry  L.  and 
Bessie  (Darby)  Craft;  (2)  James  Hooper,  b.  13  Sept. 
1911;  mar.  Barbara  D.  Small,  dau.  of  Elijah  A.  and 
Grace  E,  (Davis)  Small. 

6.  John  Greenleaf,  b.  24  Sept.  1877. 

11. 

Henry  Walton  Davenport,  bom  in  Newburyport, 
19  Nov.  1839 ;  died  4  April,  1908.  He  married,  5  Dec. 
1877,  Lucy  Ellen  Little,  born  30  April,  1850;  died 
29  April,  1926,  daughter  of  Samuel  Moody  and  Mary 
Putnam  (Rolfe)  Little,  of  Newbury. 

Children  of  Henry  Walton  and  Lucy  Ellen  (Little) 
Davenport : 

1.  Mary  Agnes,  b.  7  March,  1879;  mar.  6  May,  1911, 

Preston  Carroll  Rogers,  b.  25  July,  1880,  son  of  Mark 
Allen  and  Catherine  Alice  (Smith)  Rogers  of  West 
Newbury.  Children:  (Rogers):  (1)  Catherine  Smith, 
b.  7  Feb.  1912;  mar.  31  Jan.  1934,  Thomas  Osgood 
Robbins,  b.  24  Dec.  1909;  (2)  Mark  Henry,  b.  3  Oct. 
1913;  (3)  Eleanor  Davenport,  b.  13  Sept.  1915. 

2.  Sarah  Little,  b.  7  Nov.  1884;  d.  5  Jan.  1911. 
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29.  Benjamin  Carpentee,  1751-1823.  Oil  by  un¬ 
known  artist.  Canvas,  38^  in.  x  29  in.  Three- 
quarters  length  portrait  of  young  man.  Face  and 
body  turned  slightly  to  left,  eyes  front.  White 
stock,  ruffled  shirt,  long  light  brown  waistcoat, 
trousers  same  color,  long  red  coat,  ruffled  cuffs  at 
wrist.  Left  hand  on  hip,  right  hand  rests  on  small 
globe  which  stands  on  marble-topped  table  in  lower 
left  corner.  Dark  background.  M  351.  Neg.  5031. 

Received  from  Salem  Marine  Society,  1880. 

Benjamin  Carpenter,  mariner,  merchant  and  Revolu¬ 
tionary  soldier,  was  born  at  Rehoboth,  Massachusetts,  3 
May  1751,  the  son  of  Zachariah  and  Margaret  (Childs) 
Carpenter.  Benjamin  Carpenter  removed  early  to  Salem 
and  on  1  December  1774  he  married  Esther  Gerrish, 
born  16  February  1751,  the  daughter  of  Benjamin  and 
Margaret  (Caboty  Gerrish.  She  died  28  July  1794  and 
on  26  July  1795  he  married  her  sister  Abigail,  bom  16 
January  1743.  She  died  3  November  1822.  Captain 
Carpenter’s  third  wife,  whom  he  married  on  16  July  1823 
was  Mrs.  Deborah  (Lee)  Austin,  widow  of  Richard  Aus¬ 
tin  and  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Judith  (Coleman)  Lee. 
Mrs.  Deborah  Carpenter  was  bom  6  May  1781  and  died 
26  May  1860.  Benjamin  Carpenter  followed  the  sea  for 
more  than  thirty  years.  He  was  a  pioneer  in  the  East 
India  trade  and  also  sailed  to  China  and  other  foreign 
ports.  He  was  commander  of  the  first  ship  America  and 
in  1791  master  and  sole  owner  of  the  brigantine  Two 
Brothers.  He  commanded  the  ship  Massachusetts  of  Bos¬ 
ton  on  a  voyage  to  Canton,  and  was  for  several  years  in 
the  employ  of  Elias  Hasket  Derby  and  later  chief  clerk 
for  William  Gray.  Captain  Carpenter  joined  the  Salem 
Marine  Society  in  1791  and  the  East  India  Marine  Soci¬ 
ety  in  1799,  being  one  of  its  incorporators  and  serving 
twice  as  its  president.  He  was  in  England  at  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  Revolution,  but  immediately  returned  and 
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sailed  as  lieutenant  on  the  private-armed  ship  Oliver 
Cromwell,  owned  by  Benjamin  Cole.  In  1792  Captain 
Carpenter  sailed  from  Boston  for  Calcutta  on  the  ship 
Hercules,  and  a  journal  of  that  voyage  to  the  East  Indies 
contains  many  interesting  charts.  Benjamin  Carpenter 
died  at  Cambridge  16  September  1823. 

[See  Salem  Vit.  Rec.  (printed),  I,  349,  517,  III,  599, 
V,  139;  Cambridge  Vit.  Rec.  (printed),  II,  19,  496; 
Rehoboth  Vit.  Rec.  (printed),  80,  575;  Salem  Ship  Reg., 
188;  History  E.  I.  M.  S.,  5,  23,  54;  Laivs  S.  M.  S.,  127; 
Lee,  Descendants  of  John  Lee,  49;  Carpenter,  Carpenter 
Memorial,  143,  144;  Briggs,  Cabot  History  and  Gene¬ 
alogy,  I,  42;  Information  at  Peabody  Museum.] 

30.  George  William  Cleveland,  1812-1848.  Oil  por¬ 
trait  painted  at  Antwerp  by  J.  Metzger,  1835. 
Canvas,  17%  in.  x  15  in.  Seated  figure,  three- 
quarters  length.  Almost  full  face,  thick  brown 
hair  parted  on  left,  side  whiskers.  High  collar, 
black  stock,  pleated  shirt  with  tie  pin,  low-cut 
white  waistcoat.  Dark,  double-breasted  cutaway 
coat,  velvet  collar,  brown  trousers.  Both  hands  on 
arm  of  chair.  Brown  background,  dark  green  cur¬ 
tain  on  right.  M  310.  Neg.  5036. 

Oift  of  Misses  Marion  C.  and  Elizabeth  C.  Allen,  1892. 

George  William  Cleveland,  only  son  of  George  and 
Elizabeth  (Hodges)  Cleveland,  was  bom  in  Salem  22 
January  1812,  and  was  graduated  from  Harvard  College 
with  the  class  of  1832.  He  is  mentioned  as  sailing  on 
several  voyages  in  his  early  youth,  but  about  the  time  of 
his  marriage  he  removed  to  Mississippi  where  he  became 
a  successful  merchant.  He  married  at  Salem  12  July 
1838,  Harriet  Allen,  born  in  Salem  24  November  1802, 
the  daughter  of  Edward  and  Anna  (Fisk)  Allen.  Mr. 
Cleveland  died  at  Pontotoc,  Mississippi,  20  September 
1848.  Mrs.  Cleveland  continued  to  live  in  Pontotoc  after 
the  death  of  her  husband,  and  died  there  22  April  1863. 

[See  Salem  Vit.  Rec.  (printed),  I,  35,  184,  III,  220, 
V,  159;  Cleveland,  Cleveland  Genealogy,  I,  502,  II,  1078; 
N.  E.  Hist,  and  Gen.  Reg.,  V  (1851),  159.] 
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31.  William  Cleveland,  1777-1842.  Pastel  by  C.  B. 
J.  F.  de  St.  Memin.  Dimensions,  201^4  in.  x  16 
in.  Profile  facing  left.  Iron  gray  hair  brushed 
over  forehead.  White  stock,  frilled  shirt,  high- 
collared  dark  coat  with  metal  buttons.  M  1344. 
Neg.  337. 

Oift  of  Misx  Mary  Tatila  Saunders,  1909. 

William  Cleveland,  shipmaster  and  merchant,  was  bom 
in  Salem  13  March  1777,  the  son  of  Stephen  and  Marga¬ 
ret  (Jeffry)  Cleveland.  He  married  at  Boston  2  May 
1805  Mary  Hiller,  born  in  Salem  31  January  1779,  the 
daughter  of  Major  Joseph  Hiller,  Revolutionary  soldier 
and  one  time  Collector  of  Customs  for  the  ports  of  Salem 
and  Beverly.  Her  mother  was  Margaret  (Cleveland) 
Hiller.  Mrs.  Mary  (Hiller)  Cleveland  died  at  Lancaster, 
Massachusetts,  7  May  1815.  William  Cleveland  married 
as  his  second  wife,  15  August  1816  at  Lancaster,  Lucy 
(Hiller)  Lambert,  his  first  wife’s  sister.  She  was  the 
widow  of  William  Lambert  of  Roxbury,  who  died  in  Rot¬ 
terdam,  Holland,  5  August  1807.  She  was  born  in  Salem 
25  December  1780  and  died  at  Salem  15  April  1866. 
William  Cleveland  resided  until  1821  at  Lancaster, 
whither  he  had  removed  with  his  brother,  Richard  Jeffry 
Cleveland,  early  in  the  century.  Richard  J.  Cleveland 
had  also  married  a  daughter  of  Major  Hiller  and  the 
families  lived  together  in  Lancaster  for  several  years. 
Major  Hiller  also  occupied  the  Lancaster  mansion  until 
his  death  in  1814.  William  Cleveland  represented  the 
town  of  Lancaster  in  the  General  Court,  1813-1815. 
TTpon  his  return  to  Salem  he  made  a  few  voyages  to  sea, 
but  finally  became  a  merchant  in  his  native  place,  dealing 
in  foreign  goods,  and  receiving  large  consignments  of  pep¬ 
per,  upon  a  cargo  of  which  brought  from  Sumatra  in  1825 
in  the  ship  Zephyr  he  paid  $50,000  duty.  This  vessel 
was  owned  and  commanded  by  Captain  Cleveland  in  1823. 
He  was  President  of  the  Commercial  Insurance  Company 
of  Salem,  succeeding  his  brother  George.  He  joined  the 
East  India  Marine  Society  in  1821,  and  died  in  Salem 
28  July  1842. 

[See  Salem  Vit.  Rec.  (printed),  I,  184,  434,  V,  159; 
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Lancaster  Vit.  Rec.  (printed),  116,  476;  Salem  Ship 
Reg.,  202,  203 ;  History  E.  I.  M.  S.,  60 ;  Putnam,  I,  64 ; 
Marvin,  History  of  Lancaster,  743;  Nourse,  Annals  of 
Lancaster,  335 ;  Cleveland,  Cleveland  Genealogy,  I,  221, 
234,  501,  522;  Information  at  Peabody  Museum.] 

32.  George  Arnold  Cole,  1809-1879.  Miniature  by 

unknown  artist.  Dimensions,  2  in.  x  1^  in.  Head 
and  shoulders,  almost  full  face,  eyes  front.  Brown 
hair  parted  on  left,  brushed  towards  face  at  sides. 
Reddish  beard  worn  at  sides  and  under  chin, 
turned  over  white  collar,  narrow  black  bow  tie, 
cameo  brooch  in  shirt  front,  low-cut  ivory  colored 
waistcoat,  narrow  black  cord  showing.  Dark  blue 
coat,  soft  green  background.  M  3428.  Heg.  3682. 

Gift  of  Miss  Delia  D.  Cole,  1929. 

33.  George  Arnold  Cole,  1809-1879.  Oil  by  unknown 

artist.  Canvas,  29^^  in.  x  241/^  in.  Half-length 
seated  figure,  head  turned  slightly  to  left,  eyes 
front.  Brown  hair  parted  at  left,  brushed  towards 
sides  of  face.  Reddish  beard  at  sides  of  face  and 
under  chin,  lips  and  cheeks  shaven.  Turned-over 
collar,  black  stock,  frilled  shirt,  low-cut  satin  waist¬ 
coat,  black  coat.  Left  arm  and  hand  on  arm  of 
chair,  brownish  gray  background.  M  3424. 

Gift  of  Miss  Delia  D.  Cole,  1929. 

George  Arnold  Cole,  shipmaster,  was  born  at  Scituate, 
Rhode  Island,  11  November  1809,  the  son  of  Jeremiah 
Cole,  physician,  and  Patience  (Caldwell)  Cole.  George 
A.  Cole  married  1  August  1838  Catherine  Sabin  Wheaton, 
who  died  19  March  1901.  Captain  Cole  was  commander 
of  several  packet  ships  and  of  a  passenger  steamer  plying 
between  Liverpool  and  New  York.  He  also  carried  the 
first  steamship  through  the  Straits  of  Magellan  and  was 
captain  of  a  United  States  transport  during  the  Civil 
War.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  Inspector  of  kero¬ 
sene  at  Providence,  Rhode  Island.  He  was  the  father  of 
six  children  of  whom  George  Wheaton  Cole,  the  eldest, 
was  killed  on  board  the  Iroquois  at  the  taking  of  New 
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Orleans  in  1862.  Captain  George  Arnold  Cole  died  at 
Providence  29  November  1879. 

[See  Cole,  Descendants  of  James  Cole  of  Plymouth, 
210,  211;  Information  at  Peabody  Museum.] 

34.  John  Cole,  1828-1902.  Oil  by  Hung  Qua,  Hong 
Kong,  1873.  Canvas,  23^0  in-  ^  18  in.  Head 
and  shoulders,  three-quarters  to  left,  eyes  left,  dark 
hair,  full  beard.  Dark  complexion,  heavy  eye¬ 
brows,  dark  eyes.  Low  white  collar,  small  black 
bow  tie,  gold  stud,  double-breasted  dark  coat. 
Gray  background.  M  3811.  Neg.  3863. 

Purchase,  1932. 

John  Cole,  master  mariner,  was  probably  bom  in  Mar¬ 
blehead  5  September  1828,  the  son  of  Richard  Cole  and 
his  first  wife,  Abigail  (Call)  Cole.  He  married  in  1855 
Sarah  Trefry,  born  at  Marblehead  10  September  1830, 
the  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Sarah  (Procter)  Trefry. 
Captain  Cole  was  a  sailor  of  experience  on  many  seas 
from  early  boyhood.  At  the  age  of  nineteen  years  he 
shipped  as  cook  on  a  Grand  Banker  out  of  Marblehead, 
was  a  member  of  the  crew  on  the  schooner  Bird  in  1844 
and  two  years  later  sailed  for  Labrador.  In  1849  he 
shipped  before  the  mast  on  a  merchant  vessel  bound  for 
California  with  a  passenger  list  of  gold-seekers.  In  1850 
he  shipped  with  Captain  J.  B.  Lindsey  of  Marblehead  on 
the  bark  George  for  South  America.  He  served  for  two 
years  as  mate  on  this  vessel  and  in  1854  became  master. 
Among  other  vessels  under  his  command  were  the  ships 
Georgia,  Holyhead,  Aberdeen  and  Blachwall,  all  of  Lon¬ 
don.  In  1880  Captain  Cole  retired  from  the  sea  and 
engaged  in  business.  He  had  several  Masonic  affiliations, 
belonged  to  the  New  England  Association  of  California 
Pioneers  of  1849,  and  served  as  a  Selectman  of  Marble¬ 
head  for  a  number  of  years.  He  died  suddenly  at  his 
home  in  Marblehead  20  July  1902.  A  tribute  from  one 
of  his  contemporaries  thus  characterizes  Captain  Cole: 
“Affection  and  friendly  appreciation  will  long  keep  green 
the  memory  of  this  honest  man.” 

[See  Essex  Co.  Proh.  Bee.,  Docket  90684;  Marblehead. 
Vit.  Bee.  (printed),  I,  518,  II,  92,  433;  Marblehead 
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Messenger,  25  July  1902;  Cutter,  Boston  and  Eastern 
Mass.  Genealogies,  IV,  2050,  2051 ;  Lindsey,  Old  Marble¬ 
head  Sea  Captains,  34;  Information  at  Peabody  Museum.] 

35.  Joseph  Tyler  Conant,  1841-1892.  Oval  oil  por¬ 

trait  by  Vincenzo  Maresca,  Naples,  1872.  Can¬ 
vas,  S0y2  in.  X  25  in.  Half-length  figure,  head 
turned  to  right,  eyes  looking  right,  bushy  reddish 
brown  hair  parted  on  left  side.  Full  beard,  shaven 
upper  lip,  narrow  black  bow  tie,  plated  shirt-front 
with  two  studs.  Dark  blue  coat  and  double- 
breasted  blue  waistcoat.  Greenish  gray  back¬ 
ground.  M  4037.  Neg.  3861. 

Bequest  of  Mrs.  Mabelle  Conant  Jordan,  19S4. 

Joseph  Tyler  Conant,  shipmaster,  was  born  13  March 
1841  in  Lincolnville,  Maine,  the  son  of  Nathan  Warren 
and  Mary  J.  (Thomas)  Conant.  He  made  his  home  in 
Camden,  Maine,  where  he  married  7  ^lay  1863  Rebecca 
H.  Conant,  born  15  May  1835,  the  daughter  of  Isaac  and 
Mary  (Wentworth)  Conant  of  Appleton,  Maine.  Cap¬ 
tain  Conant  was  for  a  time  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Dixon 
&  Co.  of  Glasgow  and  Greenock,  Scotland,  and  managed 
the  Greenock  branch  of  their  business.  He  was  at  an¬ 
other  time  engaged  in  the  East  India  trade.  He  died 
probably  in  Camden,  Maine,  8  February  1892.  A  silver 
pitcher  owned  by  Captain  Conant,  now  in  the  possession 
of  the  Peabody  Museum,  is  thus  inscribed:  “Presented 
by  the  British  Government  to  Captain  Joseph  Conant, 
master  of  the  American  Barque  John  M.  Clark,  in 
acknowledgement  of  his  humanity  and  kindness  to  the 
crew  of  the  Barque  Ceylon  of  Sunderland  which  was 
wrecked  at  sea  on  the  24th  April,  1877.” 

[See  Conant,  Conant  Genealogy,  444,  502,  523;  Went¬ 
worth,  Wentworth  Gertealogy,  I,  619;  Wasson  and  Col- 
cord,  Sailing  Days  on  the  Penobscot,  372;  Information 
at  Peabody  Museum.] 

36.  James  Cook,  1738-1779.  Oval  oil  portrait  by 

M.  F.  Come,  1803.  Canvas,  27%  in.  x  20  in. 
Three-quarters  head  facing  right,  dark  hair,  small 
black  cravat,  white  collar,  frilled  shirt,  white 
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waistcoat,  metal  buttons  decorated  with  anchors, 
buttonholes  have  heavy  gold  braid.  Dark  blue 
coat  with  white  facings,  buttons  and  buttonholes 
similar  to  those  on  vest.  Dark  gray  background. 
M  3385. 

Painted  for  East  India  Marine  Society,  180S. 

James  Cook,  English  explorer  and  navigator  was  bom 
in  Yorkshire,  England,  27  October  1738.  His  first  voy¬ 
age  was  in  the  merchant  service  on  the  Eagle.  He  then 
sailed  as  master  of  the  sloops  Grampus  and  Garland  and 
in  1759  commanded  the  frigate  Mercury,  which  was  one 
of  the  fleet  at  the  capture  of  Quebec.  In  1764  Captain 
Cook  held  the  post  of  Marine  Surveyor  of  Newfoundland. 
In  1768  as  master  of  the  Endeavour  he  was  commissioned 
by  the  Royal  Society,  of  which  he  was  later  a  fellow,  to 
sail  to  Otaheite  to  observe  there  the  transit  of  Venus  in 
the  Southern  Pacific  skies.  In  1772  he  was  sent  in  the 
English  vessel  Resohition  and  later  in  the  Adventure  to 
search  for  a  Southern  Continent.  Although  he  did  not 
attain  his  objective,  he  did  find  a  large  island  which  he 
named  New  Caledonia.  His  discovery  of  the  Sandwich 
Islands  was  made  in  1778  and  following  that  he  explored 
Behring  Strait.  Returning  from  the  latter  place  to  win¬ 
ter  in  the  Sandwich  Islands,  where  he  had  previously  been 
deified  by  the  natives,  he  unfortunately  incurred  their 
displeasure  and  with  four  of  his  men  was  murdered  at 
Owhyhee,  14  Febmary  1779.  Distinguished  posthumous 
honors  were  paid  him  and  his  widow  and  children  were 
pensioned  by  the  English  Government. 

[See  Appleton,  Cyclopedia  American  Biography,  I, 
714;  Drake,  Dictionary  of  American  Biography,  214; 
Lippincott,  Pronouncing  BiographicaJ  Dictionary,  709; 
Thirty-fifth  Annual  Report  Hawaiian  Hist.  Society 
(1926),  64.] 

37.  Frank  Cousins,  1851-1925.  Oil  by  C.  C.  Red¬ 
mond,  1885.  Canvas,  42  in.  x  291^  in.  Seated 
figure,  three-quarters  length,  full  face,  eyes  look¬ 
ing  to  right.  Dark  hair  parted  on  left  side,  large 
moustache,  pointed  turned  down  collar,  black  bow 
tie.  Newspaper  on  table  at  left,  pencil  in  right 
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hand  which  rests  on  paper.  Partly  closed  left  hand 
resting  on  thigh,  dark  suit.  Dark  background. 
M  3137. 

Gift  of  William  Crowninshield  Waters,  1927. 

Frank  Cousins  was  born  in  Salem  1  July  1851,  the 
son  of  Thomas  and  Mary  (Oldson)  Cousins.  His  father 
was  a  native  of  London  and  his  mother  was  born  in  Salem. 
Mr.  Cousins  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools 
of  Salem  and  after  his  graduation  became  a  cash  boy  in 
the  dry  goods  firfti  of  J.  B.  &  S.  D.  Shepard.  In  i868 
he  formed  a  partnership  with  his  brothers,  Thomas  and 
Joseph  Henry  Cousins  in  a  general  store.  Mr.  Cousins 
continued  the  business  alone  after  the  death  of  his 
brothers,  calling  his  establishment  “Cousins’  Bee  Hive.” 
It  was  located  on  the  corner  of  Essex  and  St.  Peter 
Streets.  During  this  period  he  began  in  a  small  way  the 
publication  of  photographic  views  of  Essex  County  espe¬ 
cially  of  Colonial  architecture.  This  venture  was  highly 
successful  and  his  efforts  spread  to  other  parts  of  the 
country.  When  on  account  of  ill  health  he  discontinued 
active  business  he  had  acquired  an  extremely  beautiful 
and  rare  collection  of  valuable  negatives  which  he  finally 
sold  to  the  Essex  Institute.  He  collaborated  with  Phil 
M.  Riley  in  the  publication  of  The  Woodcarver  of  Salem, 
a  history  of  the  life  and  work  of  Samuel  Mclutire,  the 
famous  Salem  architect.  Other  works  by  Messrs.  Cousins 
and  Riley  were  The  Colonial  Architecture  of  Philadel¬ 
phia,  The  Colonial  Architecture  of  Salem  and  many  news¬ 
paper  and  magazine  articles  dealing  with  the  same  sub¬ 
jects.  Mr.  Cousins  was  affiliated  with  the  Masonic  order 
in  Salem  and  a  member  of  the  Salem  Athenaeum  and  the 
Essex  Institute.  The  latter  organization  as  well  as  sev¬ 
eral  philanthropic  societies  of  Salem  were  beneficiaries  in 
his  will.  He  died  in  Salem,  unmarried,  6  June  1925. 

[See  Essex  Co.  Prob.  Rec.,  Docket  152161 ;  Salem  City 
Hall  Rec.,  VIII,  38 ;  XXVII,  125 ;  Salem  Evening  News, 
8  June  1925.] 

38.  Arent  Schuyler  Crowninshield,  1843-1908.  Min¬ 
iature  by  R.  Pietrocola.  Dimensions,  4]/^  in.  x 
3^  in.  Half-length  figure,  full  dress  uniform. 
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almost  full  face,  gray  hair  parted  in  center,  large 
moustache  and  imperial.  Right  hand  rests  on 
sword  hilt.  Gray  background.  M  3530,  Neg.  5034. 

Gift  of  Mrs.  Louise  Bradford  Varnum,  19S0. 

Arent  Schuyler  Crowninshield,  Rear  Admiral,  TJ.  S. 
Navy,  was  born  14  March  1843  in  Seneca  Falls,  New 
York,  the  son  of  Jacob  and  Mary  Miller  (Schuyler) 
Crowninshield.  After  his  graduation  from  the  U.  S. 
Naval  Academy  at  Annapolis  in  1863  he  served  as  en¬ 
sign  on  the  TJ.S.S.  Juanita,  the  Ticonderoga  and  the  Hart¬ 
ford.  lie  was  promoted  to  Lieutenant  Commander  in 
1868  and  served  in  the  TJ.S.S.  Richmond,  also  in  the 
Lackawanna,  Portsmouth,  St.  Mary’s,  Kearsarge  and  the 
Maine.  He  was  commissioned  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of 
Navigation  in  1897,  and  while  holding  this  post  received 
in  1899  the  rank  of  Rear  Admiral.  He  served  in  com¬ 
mand  of  the  European  Squadron  on  the  flag  ship  Illinois 
from  May  1902  to  March  1903,  and  was  retired,  upon  his 
own  application,  in  May  1903.  Admiral  Crowninshield 
married  27  July  1870  in  Dresden,  Germany,  Mary  Brad¬ 
ford,  an  author  and  musical  composer  of  well-known  abil¬ 
ity.  She  was  born  in  Geneva,  New  York,  the  daughter 
of  John  Melancthon  and  Sarah  Elizabeth  (Hopkins) 
Bradford.  Admiral  Crowninshield  died  at  Philadelphia 
27  May  1908  and  his  wife  14  October  1913. 

[See  Leonard,  Woman’s  Who’s  Who  of  America  (1914- 
1915),  219;  Who’s  Who  of  America  (1903-1905),  343; 
Appleton,  Cyclopedia  American  Biography,  II,  22 ;  Belk¬ 
nap,  Crowninshield  Genealogical  Charts,  also  manuscript 
notes  on  the  Crowninshield  family,  both  deposited  at 
Essex  Institute.] 

39.  Benjamin  Crowninshield,  1758-1836.  Pastel  by 
Miss  Mary  Gulliver,  after  an  old  miniature. 
Dimensions,  27  in,  x  21^  in.  Head  three-quarters 
to  right,  wears  wide-brimmed  tall  hat,  white  stock. 
Gray  waistcoat  with  red  stripe,  seascape  back¬ 
ground,  ship  in  rear  at  right.  M  348.  Neg.  338. 

Gift  of  John  Caspar  Crowninshield,  1889. 
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40.  Benjamin  Crowninshield,  1758-1836.  An  old  oil 
portrait  from  the  estate  of  Miss  Mary  Crownin- 
shield.  Canvas,  33  in.  x  261/4  i*i-  Standing  fig¬ 
ure  a  little  over  half  length.  Reddish  brown  hair 
combed  over  forehead,  short  side  whiskers,  head 
tilts  back  to  left,  ruddy  complexion.  White  stock, 
patterned  waistcoat,  blue  coat,  brass  buttons. 
Right  hand  holds  an  orange-colored  wallet,  left 
hand  in  coat  opening.  Seascape  background,  ship 
on  left.  Inkstand  and  quill  pen  on  green  covered 
table  lower  right.  M  2224. 

Gift  of  Miss  Elizabeth  H.  Clark,  1917. 

Benjamin  Crowninshield,  master  mariner,  was  bom  10 
Febmary  1758,  the  son  of  Jacob  and  Hannah  (Carlton) 
Crowninshield.  He  had  a  long  and  successful  career  upon 
the  sea.  While  he  was  master  of  the  merchant  ship  Pru- 
dent  he  had  the  misfortune  to  be  captured  by  a  French 
man-of-war.  He  also  commanded  the  ship  America  and 
in  1812,  the  private-armed  ships  George  and  Alexander, 
also  the  brigantine  Henry.  Not  long  after  the  war  he 
was  selected  by  his  cousin,  George  Crowninshield,  to  com¬ 
mand  the  famous  pleasure  yacht  Cleopatra’s  Barge  when 
she  made  her  memorable  trip  to  the  Mediterranean,  re¬ 
turning  to  Salem  3  October  1817.  Captain  Crowninshield 
was  a  member  of  Essex  Lodge,  F.  and  A.  M.  in  Salem, 
and  he  joined  the  Salem  Marine  Society  in  1794  and  the 
East  India  Marine  Society  in  1799.  He  was  also  for  a 
time  Collector  of  the  port  of  Marblehead.  His  Salem  resi¬ 
dence  was  on  Essex  Street,  opposite  Union  Street,  whence 
he  removed  to  Danversport  and  then  to  Charlestown, 
where  he  died  22  November  1836.  He  married  9  Novem¬ 
ber  1780  Mary  Lambert,  bom  in  November  1760,  the 
daughter  of  Joseph  and  Mary  (Foot)  Lambert.  She  died 
in  Charlestown  19  June  1851. 

[See  Salem  Vit.  Rec.  (printed),  III,  262;  E.  I.  H.  C., 
Ill  (1861),  130,  IV  (1862),  130,  264,  265,  XXV 
(1888),  81-117,  LIV  (1918),  83,  84,  114;  History  E.  I. 

M.  S.,  34 ;  Laws  S.  M.  S.,  129 ;  Perley,  II,  238 ;  Osgood- 
Batchelder,  141;  Bentley,  Diary,  III,  164,  IV,  106; 

N.  E.  Hist,  and  Gen.  Reg.,  V  (1851),  473;  Belknap, 
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Manuscript  notes  on  Crowninshield  family,  deposited  at 
Essex  Institute.] 

41.  Jacob  Crowninshield,  1770-1808.  Oil  by  Robert 
Hinkley,  Washington,  after  an  early  miniature. 
Canvas,  31  in.  x  25  in.  Waist-length  figure, 
nearly  full  face,  dark  hair  and  short  side  whiskers. 
White  stock,  buff  waistcoat,  double-breasted  high- 
collared  blue  coat  with  brass  buttons.  Holds  paper 
in  left  hand,  seascape  background,  ship  on  horizon. 
M  360.  Neg.  1196. 

Gift  of  his  grandchildren,  1888. 

Jacob  Crowninshield,  merchant  and  Member  of  Con¬ 
gress,  was  born  at  Salem  31  May  1770,  the  son  of  George 
and  Mary  (Derby)  Crowninshield.  He  was  educated  in 
the  Salem  schools  but  went  to  sea  at  a  very  early  age, 
rising  rapidly  until  he  made  his  first  voyage  as  captain 
of  the  schooner  Active  in  1790.  Upon  his  return  to  Salem 
he  commanded  the  ship  Henry  from  1791  to  1793  on  sev¬ 
eral  voyages  to  India  and  the  Isle  of  France.  He  had 
already  acquired  considerable  property  through  his  ven¬ 
tures  in  foreign  commerce  and  became  associated  with 
his  father  and  five  brothers  under  the  firm  name  of  George 
Crowninshield  and  Sons.  This  company  invested  largely 
in  ship  building  and  the  famous  ships  America  and  Beli- 
sarim  were  among  their  first  vessels.  Other  craft  owned 
by  this  firm  were  the  ships  Brutus,  Fame,  Margaret  and 
Two  Sons  and  the  brigantine  Telemachus.  Jacob  Crown¬ 
inshield  was  elected  Representative  to  Congress  in  1802. 
He  served  until  1808,  and  was  called  one  of  the  most 
enlightened  members  in  the  National  Legislature  for  his 
knowledge  of  marine  and  commercial  matters.  During 
this  period  President  Jefferson  offered  him  a  seat  in  his 
Cabinet  as  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  but  this  he  declined 
on  account  of  ill  health.  This  post  was  later  filled  under 
President  Madison  by  his  brother,  Benjamin  W.  Crownin¬ 
shield.  Jacob  Crowninshield  joined  the  Salem  Marine 
Society  in  1796  and  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  East 
India  Marine  Society  and  its  first  treasurer.  He  mar¬ 
ried  5  June  1796  Sarah  Gardner,  born  in  1773,  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  John  and  Sarah  (Derby)  Gardner.  She  died  20 
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May  1807.  Jacob  Crowninshield  died  in  Washington  15 
April  1808,  but  his  body  was  brought  back  to  Salem  and 
buried  in  the  Howard  Street  Cemetery,  Dr.  Bentley 
preaching  the  funeral  sermon. 

[See  Salem  Vit.  Rec.  (printed),  I,  220,  221,  III,  262, 
V,  185;  E.  I.  H.  C.  XV  (1878),  306;  Salem  Ship  Reg., 
25,  83,  113,  183,  189;  History  E.  I.  M.  S.,  28,  54;  Laws 
S.  M.  S.  130;  Salem  Gazette,  28  August  1888;  Putnam, 
II,  13,  IV,  126;  Perley,  I,  71;  Osgood-Batchelder,  246; 
Bentley,  Diary,  II,  321,  376,  III,  146,  168,  296,  307, 
355,  360.1 

42.  Samuel  Ropes  Curwen,  1820-1870.  Oil  by  Charles 
Osgood,  1850.  Canvas,  30  in.  x  25  in.  Seated 
figure,  head  three-quarters  to  left.  Dark  hair, 
dark  whiskers  at  sides  of  face  and  chin,  shaven 
cheeks  and  upper  lip.  High  white  collar,  dark 
stock,  coat  and  waistcoat.  Right  hand  on  chair 
arm,  dark  brown  background.  M  4294.  Heg. 
4196. 

Gift  of  Miss  Bessie  Holman  Curwen,  1936. 

Samuel  Ropes  Curwen,  master  mariner,  was  bom  in 
Salem  28  December  1820,  the  son  of  Samuel  and  Priscilla 
(Barr)  Curwen.  After  his  graduation  at  the  Salem  High 
School  he  was  employed  for  a  short  time  as  a  clerk,  then 
shipped  on  several  foreign  voyages  in  different  capacities, 
becoming  a  skilful  navigator  and  a  capable  factor.  At 
one  time  he  was  in  command  of  a  steamer  sailing  upon 
one  of  the  Chinese  rivers.  He  was  master  of  the  ship 
Eliza  Ann,  owned  by  Stone,  Silsbee  and  Pickman,  the 
ship  Rome  and  the  clipper  ship  Golden  West.  In  1854 
Captain  Curwen  made  a  very  fast  run  in  the  latter  ship, 
leaving  the  Atlantic  coast  in  July  and  reaching  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  in  ninety-eight  days.  The  journal  of  a  voyage  which 
he  made  in  1858  from  New  York  to  Hong  Kong  and 
Sydney,  returning  to  San  Francisco,  is  in  the  possession 
of  the  Essex  Institute.  He  joined  the  Salem  Marine 
Society  in  1848.  In  1855  he  married  his  cousin,  Mary 
Smith  Holman,  daughter  of  Jonathan  and  Betsey  (Barr) 
Holman.  She  died  19  May  1902  and  Captain  Curwen 
11  November  1870. 


ELIAS  HASKET  DERBY 
No.  44 
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[See  Essex  Co.  Proib.  Rec.,  Docket  36766;  Salem  Vit. 
Rec.  (printed),  I,  225,  III,  269,  511;  Salem  City  Hall 
Rec.,  VI,  269,  IX,  1 ;  Laws  S.  M.  S.,  138 ;  Salem  Gazette, 
20  March  1902;  Salem  Register,  14  November  1870; 
Putnam,  III,  97,  117 ;  Perley,  II,  38,  39 ;  Kobinson-Dow, 
Sailing  Ships  of  New  England,  1st  Series,  117 ;  Cutler, 
Greyhounds  of  the  Sea,  289,  421,  487,  495 ;  Corwin,  Cor¬ 
win  Genealogy,  196;  Information  at  Peabody  Museum.] 

43.  Elias  Basket  Derby,  1739-1799,  Pastel  by  Ben¬ 

jamin  Blytb,  “drawn”  1776.  Dimensions,  23  in. 
X  18  in.  Head  and  shoulders,  eyes  front,  hair 
smoothly  brushed  back  and  tied  in  a  queue.  High 
white  stock,  white  ruffle  at  wrist,  dark  gray  coat 
and  high  cut  waistcoat.  Right  hand  holds  enve¬ 
lope  and  quill  pen.  M  4315.  Neg.  5045. 
Purchase,  19S5. 

44.  Elias  Basket  Derby,  1739-1799.  Oil  by  James 

Frothingham.  Panel,  41^  in.  x  32%  in.  Middle- 
aged  man  seated  at  a  table  facing  left,  head  three- 
quarters  to  left,  eyes  front,  brown  hair,  white  stock, 
frilled  shirt-front,  brown  coat,  lace  cuffs  at  wrists. 
Holds  chart  which  rests  on  edge  of  red-covered 
table  on  which  are  books,  ink-weU  and  paper.  Sea¬ 
scape  with  two  vessels  seen  through  window  at 
left.  Dull  red  curtain  in  background.  Gilt  and 
cream-colored  armchair  with  red  upholstery. 
M  353.  Neg.  1201. 

Gift  of  the  Derby  family,  1824. 

Elias  Hasket  Derby,  famous  merchant,  was  bom  in 
Salem  16  August  1739,  the  son  of  Richard  Derby  and  his 
first  wife,  Mary  (Hodges)  Derby.  He  gained  his  first 
business  experience  in  his  father’s  counting  house  where 
he  kept  the  books.  At  the  beginning  of  the  Revolution 
Mr.  Derby  owned  several  vessels  then  in  the  West  India 
trade,  but  he  met  with  severe  losses  through  the  inter¬ 
ference  of  British  privateers.  After  this  misfortune,  in 
company  with  several  other  merchants  he  equipped  more 
than  one  hundred  and  sixty  armed  vessels  for  privateering 
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service.  Among  these  were  the  sloop  Revenge,  the 
schooner  Sturdy  Beggar  and  the  ship  Grand  Turk.  These 
vessels  captured  many  prizes,  among  which  were  the  Brit¬ 
ish  schooners  Triton  and  Primrose  with  the  brigantine 
Thomas  and  Betsey  and  fourteen  other  British  vessels. 
When  privateering  days  were  over  Elias  Basket  Derby 
sent  out  the  Grand  Turk  as  a  merchantman  and  met  with 
such  success  that  he  bought  and  equipped  many  more  ves¬ 
sels,  whose  cargoes  consigned  to  him  and  his  associates 
brought  great  wealth  into  their  coffers.  Mr.  Derby  mar¬ 
ried  23  April  1761,  Elizabeth  Crowninshield,  born  6 
August  1734,  the  daughter  of  John  and  Anstiss  (Wil¬ 
liams)  Crowninshield.  The  Derby  mansion,  famed  as 
one  of  the  most  elegant  residences  ever  built  in  Salem, 
stood  in  Derby  Square.  It  was  finished  in  1799  at  a  cost 
of  more  than  $80,000.  Its  grounds  were  beautifully  land¬ 
scaped  and  a  terrace  overhung  the  river.  Mr.  Derby  and 
his  wife,  however,  lived  but  a  short  time  to  enjoy  their 
beautiful  home,  for  she  died  19  April  1799  and  he  on 
8  September  of  the  same  year. 

[See  Salem  Vit.  Rec.  (printed).  III,  292,  V,  203,  204; 
E.  I.  H.  C.,  Ill  (1861),  201,  203,  XV  (1878),  306; 
Salem  Ship  Reg.,  8,  14,  17,  25,  27,  47,  73,  83,  90,  99, 
107,  115,  126;  Perley,  III,  146.] 

45.  PicKEEiNG  Dodge,  1778-1833.  Copy  by  George 
Southward,  1868,  of  an  oil  portrait  %  James 
Frothingham,  1820.  Canvas,  29]^  in.  x  24]^  in. 
Half-length  seated  figure,  three-quarters  to  left, 
eyes  front,  dark  complexion,  dark  brown  hair. 
White  stock,  high-cut  white  waistcoat,  double- 
breasted  dark  coat,  brass  buttons.  Left  arm  rests 
on  arm  of  red  upholstered  gilt  frame  chair,  left 
hand  holds  open  letter.  Dark  background.  M  315. 
Xeg.  5037. 

Gift  of  the  family  of  Pickering  Dodge,  1868. 

Pickering  Dodge,  Salem  merchant,  was  bom  8  April 
1778,  the  son  of  Israel  Dodge  and  his  second  wife,  Lucia 
(Pickering)  Dodge.  As  a  very  young  man  he  was  inter¬ 
ested  in  mechanical  pursuits  and  Dr.  Bentley,  in  describ¬ 
ing  “Dr.  Oliver’s  organ,  the  first  ever  built  in  Salem” 
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says  that  “a  Mr.  Pickering  Dodge  had  begun  one  upon 
a  smaller  scale.”  Overseas  commerce,  however,  soon  en¬ 
gaged  his  attention  and  he  became  sole  or  part  owner  of 
a  very  large  number  of  merchant  vessels.  Among  them 
was  the  brig  Caravan  which  carried  Salem’s  first  mission¬ 
aries  to  India;  the  ship  Izelte,  the  first  whaler  fitted  in 
Salem,  which  made  five  whaling  voyages,  1831-1842 ;  the 
Palladium,  intended  for  use  in  establishing  a  merchant 
line  to  Liverpool;  the  ships  Bengal,  Bonetta,  Gov.  Endi- 
cott.  Mandarin,  Rome  and  Venus;  the  brigs  Ganges,  Her¬ 
ald,  Indus,  Mary,  Republican  and  New  Hazard  and  many 
other  vessels.  Mr.  Dodge  was  associated  with  several  other 
merchants  in  these  ventures  and  was  a  most  active,  intel¬ 
ligent  and  honorable  citizen,  universally  esteemed.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Salem  Marine  Society,  which  he 
joined  in  1817.  He  married  5  November  1801  Rebecca 
Jenks,  born  19  February  1781,  the  daughter  of  Daniel 
and  Mary  (Masury)  Jenks.  She  was  a  woman  of  rare 
excellence  and  beloved  in  all  her  social  and  domestic  rela¬ 
tions.  Mr.  Dodge  died  16  August  1833  and  his  wife  30 
March  1851. 

[See  Salem  Vit.  Rec.  (printed),  I,  255,  III,  302,  304, 
V,  213;  E.  /.  H.  C.,  XV  (1878),  301,  302;  Salem  Ship 
Reg.,  17,  23,  28,  68,  74,  85,  91,  93,  113,  116,  133,  139, 
155,  159,  193;  Laws  S.  M.  S.,  134;  !^ntley.  Diary,  I, 
427,  IV,  410,  582,  625,  627 ;  Dodge,  Genealogy  of  the 
Dodge  Family,  I,  94,  143;  Ellery  and  Bowditch,  Picker¬ 
ing  Genealogy,  I,  273.] 

46.  William  Driver,  1803-1886.  Oil  by  Charles  Os¬ 
good,  1833.  Panel,  29  in.  x  24  in.  Half-length 
figure,  head  three-quarters  to  left,  eyes  front,  dark 
complexion,  brown  hair,  short  side  whiskers.  High 
collar,  white  stock,  plaited  shirt,  low-cut  dark  red 
figured  waistcoat,  double-breasted  black  coat  with 
brass  buttons,  velvet  collar.  Red  plush  chair. 
M  3730.  Neg.  3286. 

Gift  of  the  East  India  Marine  Society  and  the 
Salem  Marine  Society,  19S2. 

William  Driver,  master  mariner,  born  in  Salem  17 
March  1803,  the  son  of  Stephen  Driver,  Jr.,  and  Ruth 
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(Metcalf)  Driver,  began  life  as  a  blacksmith’s  apprentice, 
but  his  seafaring  experiences  commenced  when  he  shipped 
in  the  China  for  Leghorn.  He  made  two  voyages  to  Cal¬ 
cutta  in  the  ship  George,  and  then  sailed  as  mate  of  the 
Jason,  followed  by  a  voyage  in  the  brig  Batavia.  Upon 
returning  to  the  United  States  from  this  last  voyage,  he 
found  that  the  ship  Clay  of  Salem  was  about  to  sail  for 
the  Feejee  Islands,  and  so  shipped  as  mate  and  trading 
oliicer.  The  object  of  this  trip  was  to  secure  b^he-de- 
mer,  a  kind  of  sea  slug  found  on  the  reefs  of  those  islands, 
which,  after  curing,  was  marketable  in  China  and  the 
East  Indies.  Successful  in  his  search,  Mr.  Driver  took 
the  cured  product  to  Manila,  selling  it  there  at  a  good 
price.  On  the  homeward  voyage  the  Clay  spoke  the  brig 
Quill,  bound  for  the  Feejee  Islands,  and  Mr.  Driver, 
suddenly  deciding  to  return  thither,  took  passage  in  the 
brig.  He  remained  four  years  at  the  Islands,  engaged 
in  the  curing  of  bwhe-de-mer.  Shortly  after  his  return 
to  Salem  in  1831,  he  was  engaged  to  command  the  brig 
Charles  Doggett,  in  which  he  undertook  a  third  visit  to 
the  Feejee  Islands.  Encountering  a  severe  storm  upon 
the  way,  however,  he  anchored  at  New  Zealand,  then  occu¬ 
pied  by  cannibals  and  runaway  English  convicts,  some  of 
whom  managed  to  board  the  brig,  but  were  finally  routed 
by  Captain  Driver.  He  next  proceeded  to  Tahiti,  where 
he  found  sixty-five  persons  whom  the  British  Government 
had  recently  transported  thither  from  Pitcairn  Island, 
learning  that  these  people  were  extremely  anxious  to  re¬ 
turn  to  Pitcairn,  Captain  Driver  with  great  kindness  took 
them  back.  When  he  took  command  of  the  Charles  Dog¬ 
gett  an  American  flag,  which  he  named  “Old  Glory,”  was 
presented  to  him  by  Salem  friends.  This  flag  went  with 
him  on  his  subsequent  travels,  and  when  he  retired  from 
the  sea  in  1837  he  took  it  with  him  to  Nashville,  Ten¬ 
nessee,  where  he  entered  the  shoe  business  in  partnership 
with  his  brothers.  At  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War, 
being  a  strong  Union  man.  Captain  Driver’s  first  desire 
was  to  save  this  flag,  which  all  of  his  Confederate  neigh¬ 
bors  knew  he  possessed,  and  to  capture  which  they  had 
more  than  once  searched  his  house.  But  Captain  Driver, 
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being  an  old  seaman  and  an  adept  with  the  needle,  had 
quilted  “Old  Glory”  into  his  bed  comforter,  so  that  when 
the  Union  troops  entered  Nashville  on  25  February  1862 
he  was  able  to  produce  his  much  travelled  flag  and,  by 
permission  of  the  Federal  ofiicer  in  command,  to  raise  it 
himself  on  the  flagstaff  of  the  State  Capitol.  Captain 
Driver  married  at  Salem  20  February  1827  Martha  Sils- 
bee  Babbage,  baptised  26  December  1802,  the  daughter 
of  Captain  Christopher  and  Ruth  (Randall)  Babbage. 
She  died  5  September  1837,  and  he  married  as  a  second 
wife  Sarah  J ane  Parks,  the  daughter  of  Robert  and  Mary 
(Maclin)  Parks,  on  26  January  1838  at  Nashville.  The 
second  Mrs.  Driver  died  of  yellow  fever  at  Nashville  13 
September  1878,  and  Captain  Driver  died  in  the  same 
city  2  March  1886. 

[,See  Salem  Vit.  Rec.  (printed),  I,  58,  III,  315,  V, 
219;  Salem  Ship  Reg.,  31;  Salem  Register,  8  March 
1886;  Perley,  III,  195;  Osgood-Batchelder,  172;  Cooke, 
The  Driver  Family,  175-182;  Dulles,  The  Old  China 
Trade,  91.] 

47.  JosiAH  Dudley,  1821-1900.  Oil  by  unknown  artist, 
painted  in  Antwerp  when  Captain  Dudley  was 
mate  of  the  ship  Henry  Ewhank  of  Boston.  Can¬ 
vas,  24  in.  X  20  in.  Head  and  shoulders,  head 
turned  slightly  to  left,  eyes  front,  dark  complexion, 
dark  hair  parted  at  left,  whiskers  around  chin, 
shaven  upper  lip.  High  collar,  black  stock,  low- 
cut  black  waistcoat,  black  coat,  double  gold  watch- 
chain,  gold  tie  pin.  Dark  background.  M  3503. 
Neg.  2559. 

Gift  of  Mrs.  Charles  E.  Marsh,  19S0. 

Josiah  Dudley,  master  mariner,  was  born  27  October 
1821  at  Ossipee,  New  Hampshire,  the  son  of  Josiah  (or 
as  recorded  elsewhere  Samuel  Poland)  and  Mary  J. 
(Stillings?)  Dudley.  He  began  his  seafaring  life  while 
still  a  boy  with  two  long  voyages  in  the  whaling  bark 
Palestine.  Then,  entering  the  employ  of  Stone,  Silsbee 
and  Pickman  at  Salem  he  shipped  as  mate  of  the  Henry 
Ewhank  and  in  1843  of  the  ship  Sooloo.  He  was  master 
of  the  Rome,  the  clipper  ship  Witchcraft,  the  barks  Eliza 
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Ann,  Quickstep  and  the  General  Cobb,  and  also  com¬ 
manded  the  ships  Sumatra,  Malay,  Australia  and  Magenta 
on  many  foreign  voyages.  He  was  a  thorough  sailor  and 
skilful  navigator,  having  rounded  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope 
thirty-two  times  and  made  eight  voyages  to  Sumatra  in 
the  pepper  trade.  Captain  Dudley  married  3  January 
1860  Sarah  Brown  Holmes,  bom  in  Ipswich  4  April  1837, 
the  daughter  of  Henry  Story  and  Louisa  (Kinsman^ 
Holmes.  He  retired  from  the  sea  in  1869  and  spent  his 
last  years  on  his  farm  in  Ipswich  where  he  died  27  March 
1900.  His  wife  died  in  Ipswich  3  January  1910. 

[See  Essex  Co.  Prob.  Rec.,  Docket  86044;  Ipswich 
Town  Hall  Rec.;  Putnam,  I,  149,  151,  157,  III,  20,  21, 
87,  97;  Stickney,  The  Kinsman  Family,  194;  Waters, 
Ipswich  in  the  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony,  II,  623;  In¬ 
formation  at  Peabody  Museum.] 

48.  John  Henry  Eagleston,  1803-1884.  Oil  by 
Charles  Osgood,  1851.  Canvas,  33  in.  x  26  in. 
Seated  figure,  face  slightly  turned  to  right,  eyes 
front,  brown  hair  parted  on  right,  short  side  whis¬ 
kers.  White  collar,  black  stock,  low-cut  satin  waist¬ 
coat,  dark  coat.  Right  arm  and  hand  rest  on  arm 
of  chair.  Brown  background.  M  2096.  I^eg. 
1158. 

Gift  of  family,  1915. 

John  Henry  Eagleston,  shipmaster,  was  bom  in  Balti¬ 
more,  Maryland,  23  September  1803,  the  son  of  John  H. 
and  Rebecca  Eagleston,  but  removed  to  Hew  England 

when  a  boy.  His  first  wife  was  Elizabeth  E -  who 

died  27  August  1842  at  the  age  of  thirty  years.  On  16 
April  1843  he  married  Mary  C.  Horton  of  Tisbury,  Mar¬ 
tha’s  Vineyard,  bom  23  September  1825,  the  daughter 
of  Alfred  and  Hannah  Horton.  She  died  23  February 
1852.  Captain  Eagleston’s  third  wife  was  Hannah  Wes¬ 
ton.  Between  1830  and  1840  Captain  Eagleston  made 
many  successful  voyages  to  foreign  countries,  notably  to 
the  Feejees  and  other  islands  of  the  Pacific  Ocean.  \^en 
Commodore  Wilkes’  exploring  expedition  visited  these 
islands  Captain  Eagleston  rendered  him  important  service 
by  taking  the  H.S.S.  Peacock,  one  of  the  squadron,  safely 
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into  the  harbor,  for  which  he  was  greatly  commended  in 
Commodore  Wilkes’  official  report  to  the  Government. 
Captain  Eagleston  sailed  for  S.  C.  Phillips,  Nathaniel  L. 
Rogers  and  other  Salem  merchants  whose  vessels  carried 
cargos  to  the  Sandwich  Islands  to  be  exchanged  there  for 
native  products.  In  1829  the  bark  Derby  was  under 
Captain  Eagleston’s  command,  also  the  Peru  and  the  ships 
Emerald  and  Leonidas,  the  brigs  Mermaid,  Patsey  P. 
Blount  and  Tim  Pickering.  Other  vessels  in  which  voyages 
to  the  South  Seas  were  made  by  Captain  Eagleston  were 
the  schooner  Pontiac,  ship  Talma,  and  the  bark  Edward 
Koppisch.  He  also  shared  the  ownership  of  numerous 
other  vessels,  among  which  was  the  brigantine  Zeno,  after¬ 
wards  named  by  Captain  Eagleston  Mary  and  Ellen,  for 
his  two  daughters.  He  sailed  this  vessel  to  San  Fran¬ 
cisco,  sent  by  S.  C.  Phillips  and  other  merchants  with  a 
general  cargo  which  was  purchased  by  the  gold  seekers 
there,  and  returned  with  the  first  lumps  of  gold  ever 
brought  to  Salem  from  California.  Captain  Eagleston 
joined  the  East  India  Marine  Society  in  1829  and  the 
Salem  Marine  Society  in  1842.  While  resident  in  Salem 
he  was  for  a  short  time  a  member  of  the  Salem  Common 
Council  and  also  was  employed  as  a  marine  reporter  on 
the  staff  of  the  Salem  Register.  He  was  the  author  of 
several  interesting  articles  for  the  press  upon  his  experi¬ 
ences  in  the  Feejee  Islands.  In  the  latter  part  of  his  life 
he  removed  to  Hyannis,  where  he  made  his  home  with 
one  of  his  sons,  and  died  there  24  September  1884. 

[See  Salem  Vit.  Rec.  (printed),  I,  270,  III,  323,  V, 
226;  Tishury  Vit.  Rec.  (printed),  135;  Salem  City  Hall 
Rec.,  VI,  9i,  XV,  136;  E.  I.  H.  C.,  XII  (1874),  124- 
131;  Salem  Ship  Reg.,  32,  46,  106,  119,  121,  142,  145, 
150,  182,  186;  History  E.  I.  M.  S.,  62;  Laws  S.  M.  S. 
(1914),  119;  Salem  Gazette,  26  September  1884;  Salem 
Observer,  27  September  1884;  Putnam,  II,  133,  III, 
117,  IV,  98,  113,  137.] 

49.  Henry  Elkins,  1761-1836.  Pastel,  on  reverse  of 
which  is  inscribed  “Hirschmann  Pinxit  1791,” 
probably  painted  in  Holland.  Dimensions,  11  Mi 
in.  X  8%  in.  Under  life  size,  half-length  figure, 
almost  full  face,  fair  hair  and  complexion,  white 
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stock  tied  in  large  bowknot.  Blue  and  yellow 
striped  waistcoat,  double-breasted  blue  cut-away 
coat  with  large  brass  buttons.  Anns  folded  in 
front,  warm  gray  background.  M  335.  Neg.  5038. 

Gift  of  Miss  Mary  Jocelyn. 

Henry  Elkins  of  Salem,  shipmaster,  the  son  of  Henry 
and  Mary  (Crowninshield)  Elkins  was  bom  4  July  1761. 
He  married  1  December  1783  Preserved  Mason,  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Jonathan  and  Susanna  (Babbage)  Mason.  The 
family  home  was  for  many  years  on  Bow  street  in  Salem. 
Captain  Elkins  became  a  member  of  the  Salem  Marine 
Society  in  1792  and  of  the  East  India  Marine  Society  in 
1800.  He  was  also  affiliated  with  Essex  Lodge  F.  and 
A.  M.  During  his  residence  in  Salem  he  was  upon  very 
intimate  terms  with  the  Rev.  Dr.  William  Bentley,  to 
whom  he  brought  many  curious  and  valuable  gifts  from 
overseas.  Captain  Elkins  served  from  1812  to  1829  as 
Naval  Officer  of  the  port  of  Salem  and  was  always  iden¬ 
tified  with  the  civic  life  of  the  city.  He  sailed  for  the 
Crowninshields  as  master  in  several  of  their  vessels,  com¬ 
manding  the  ships  Margaret  and  Ulysses,  also  the  brigan¬ 
tine  Telemachns.  He  was  part  owner  of  the  schooner 
Polly  and  the  brigantine  Harriet  as  well  as  of  the  ship 
Phoenix  which  was  captured  in  the  War  of  1812.  Sev¬ 
eral  times  plundered  on  his  voyages  by  both  British  and 
French  vessels,  he  was  also  repeatedly  cast  away,  notably 
while  he  was  master  of  the  Harriet  which  was  lost  out¬ 
side  the  Texel  when  all  hands  perished  save  Captain 
Elkins.  About  1806  he  purchased  a  farm  in  Wenham 
where  he  spent  several  years.  Harriet,  the  only  child  of 
Captain  and  Mrs.  Elkins,  married  in  1819  Major  Enos 
Cutler  of  the  United  States  Army,  and  they  made  their 
home  in  Sackett’s  Harbor,  New  York.  Captain  Henry 
Elkins  died  20  August  1836  and  Mrs.  Elkins  died  at  Bur¬ 
lington,  New  Jersey,  15  November  1840. 

[See  Salem  Vit.  Rec.  (printed).  III,  329,  V,  227; 
E.  I.  H.  C..  Ill  (1861),  133,  LXVII  (1931),  277;  Salem 
Ship  Reg.,  79,  113,  145,  148,  183,  190;  History  E.  I. 
M.  S.,  55;  Laws  S.  M.  8.  (1914),  139;  Bentley,  Diary, 
I,  175,  221,  271,  334,  II,  223,  III,  201,  216,  248,  IV, 
131,  336,  609.] 
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50.  Eshinq.  Oil  portrait  by  Chinese  artist.  Canvas, 

26^  in.  X  20  in.  Almost  full  face,  circular  black 
and  red  hat,  black  robe  with  tight  fitting  green 
collar  from  which  hangs  a  double  cord.  Front  of 
robe  richly  embroidered.  Right  hand  holds  small 
blue  object.  Dark  brown  background.  M  364. 
Neg.  617. 

Gift  of  Thomas  Wren  Ward,  1809. 

This  painting  is  entered  in  the  1821  catalogue  of  the 
East  India  Marine  Society’s  Museum  as:  “387.  Portrait 
of  Eshing,  a  Silk  Merchant  in  Canton,  painted  in  Canton 
by  a  Chinese  artist.”  It  has  not  been  possible  thus  far 
to  identify  Eshing  with  any  certainty  among  the  mer¬ 
chants  of  Canton. 

51.  Charles  Ingalls  Farnham,  1826-1853.  Oval  oil 

portrait  by  unknown  artist.  Canvas,  20  in.  x  15% 
in.  Young  man,  brown  hair  parted  at  left,  nearly 
full  face,  eyes  front,  beard  at  sides  of  face  and 
under  chin.  White  collar,  black  stock,  pleated 
shirt  front,  dark  coat,  gray  background.  M  3092. 
Neg.  1525. 

Presented  by  Mrs.  IF.  DeY.  Fi^ld,  1926. 

Charles  Ingalls  Farnham  was  bom  in  Salem  18  March 
1826,  the  son  of  Putnam  I.  Farnham,  Salem  shipmaster 
and  merchant,  and  his  wife  Rebecca  (Ingalls)  Farnham 
of  Merrimac.  After  a  youth  spent  in  Salem  Mr.  Farnham 
removed  to  Roxbury,  where  he  made  his  permanent  resi¬ 
dence  and  from  whence  he  sailed  in  1853  on  the  schooner 
Eleanor  bound  to  Madagascar.  He  was  but  three  days  out 
from  New  York  when  he  was  lost  overboard  and  drowned 
9  Febmary  1853. 

[See  Salem  Vit.  Rec.  (printed),  I,  289;  Salem  Regiff- 
ter,  28  Febmarv  1853;  Putnam,  III,  109;  Burleigh,  In¬ 
galls  Genealogy,  54;  Allen,  Centennial  Celebration  in 
Merrimac,  62.] 

52.  William  Fettyplace,  1780-1867.  Oil  by  Charles 

Osgood,  1844.  Canvas,  29%  in.  x  24%  in.  Half- 
length  seated  figure,  head  three-quarters  to  right, 
eyes  front,  gray  hair,  bald  on  top  of  head,  dark 
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complexion.  High  turned-down  white  collar,  black 

Stock  and  waistcoat.  Right  arm  and  hand  rests  on 

arm  of  red  upholstered  chair.  Dark  background. 

M  355.  Neg.  5039. 

Gift  of  his  daughter.  Miss  Sarah  B.  Fettyplacc,  1886. 

William  Fettyplace  was  baptised  14  May  1780  at  Mar¬ 
blehead,  the  son  of  Edward  and  Jane  (Williams)  Fetty¬ 
place.  In  1805  he  sailed  as  master  on  the  snow  Pallas 
and  the  ship  Halcyon  from  ^larblehead.  In  1809  the 
brig  Elizabeth,  under  the  command  of  Captain  Fettyplace 
and  bound  on  a  foreign  voyage,  was  taken  by  a  French 
privateer.  When,  however,  a  British  frigate  appeared  the 
French  captain  ordered  his  men  back  from  the  Elizabeth 
and  returned  Captain  Fettyplace’s  men,  sending  him  a 
prizemaster  with  directions  to  follow  him.  “But  ^farble- 
head  men  not  being  apt  to  obey  such  directions.  Captain 
Fettyplace  preferred  to  bring  her  in  here”  (to  Sardinia). 
From  1810  to  1821  the  schooners  Ann,  Success  and  Cae¬ 
sar,  the  ships  Globe  and  the  brig  Union,  all  of  Marble¬ 
head,  are  recorded  as  bringing  to  Captain  Fettyplace  as 
consignee  large  cargos  of  coffee,  cotton,  almonds,  raisins, 
wine  and  other  goods  from  Havana,  Lisbon,  Gibraltar  and 
Marseilles.  Captain  Fettyplace  joined  with  several  promi¬ 
nent  Salem  men  to  incorporate  the  Massachusetts  Steam 
Navigation  Company,  which  built  in  1816  at  Philadelphia 
the  steamboat  Massachusetts,  designed  to  run  between 
Salem  and  Boston.  This  venture  was  not  entirely  success¬ 
ful.  In  company  with  other  merchants  of  Salem  Captain 
Fettyplace  is  credited  with  ownership  in  the  ships  Alex¬ 
ander,  Charles  Morris  and  General  Knox,  the  brigs 
Franklin,  Henry,  Washington  and  others.  In  1816  Cap¬ 
tain  Fettyplace  became  a  member  of  the  East  India  Ma¬ 
rine  Society,  and  served  for  several  years  as  Treasurer, 
becoming  President  in  1832.  In  1835  he  removed  to  East 
Boston  and  there  associated  himself  with  the  East  Boston 
Company,  organized  to  promote  the  sale  of  lands  in  that 
place  and  to  finance  other  improvements.  On  17  June 
1804  William  Fettyplace  married  Mehitable  Story,  born 
16  April  1781,  the  daughter  of  Elisha  Story  and  his  sec¬ 
ond  wife,  Mehitable  (Pedrick)  Story.  Mrs.  Fettyplace 
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died  at  East  Boston  3  December  1863  and  Captain  Fetty- 
place  30  November  1867  in  the  same  city. 

[See  Marblehead  Vit.  Rec.  (printed),  I,  173,  II,  143; 
E.  I.  H.  C.,  L  (1914),  194,  309,  310;  Salem  Ship  Reg., 
6,  31,  65,  69,  83, 196;  History  E.  I.  M.  S.,  58,  68;  Salem 
Gazette,  29  September  1809,  3  December  1867 ;  Salem 
Register,  7  December  1863 ;  Sumner,  History  of  East 
Boston,  525,  559,  671,  750-752;  Lindsey,  Old  Marble¬ 
head  Sea  Captaims  and  the  Ships  in  Which  They  Sailed, 
51;  Bradlee,  Marblehead  Foreign  Commerce,  74,  76,  77, 
86,  94.] 

53.  John  Brown  Fisk,  1804-1881.  Oil  by 

1846.  Canvas,  40  in.  x  30  in.  Half- 
len^h  seated  fi^re,  almost  full  face,  head  leans 
slightly  to  left.  Dark  brown  hair  parted  on  left 
side,  short  side  whiskers.  High  white  collar  and 
black  stock,  dark  coat,  low-cut  satin  waistcoat,  cir¬ 
cular  pin  in  shirt.  Right  hand  hangs  over  arm 
of  chair,  left  hand  in  opening  of  coat.  Gold  chain 
around  neck.  Figured  cover  on  table  in  right 
lower  comer.  Medium  brown  background.  M  383. 
Neg.  2300. 

Gift  of  heirs  about  1891. 

John  Brown  Fisk,  shipmaster,  was  born  in  Beverly  1 
October  1804,  the  son  of  Captain  Ezra  and  Polly  (Lake- 
man)  Fisk.  He  followed  the  sea  from  the  age  of  fifteen 
years  until  1856  when  failing  health  forced  his  retire¬ 
ment.  Except  for  a  short  period  when  Captain  Fisk  lived 
in  Brooklyn,  New  York,  his  residence  was  in  Salem.  He 
was  counted  among  the  famous  old  East  India  and  China 
captains  of  the  clipper  ship  era.  The  beautiful  Night¬ 
ingale,  built  at  Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire,  and  called 
one  of  the  finest  clippers  ever  launched,  was  under  his 
command.  She  carried  as  a  figurehead  a  bust  of  Jenny 
Lind  for  whom  she  was  named.  Captain  Fisk  commanded 
the  Nightingale  on  her  notable  Australian  voyage  in  the 
1851  gold  rush.  In  1853  he  commanded  the  medium  elip- 
per  ship  Dashing  Wave  which  made  several  voyages  to 
San  Francisco.  Captain  Fisk  became  a  member  of  the 
Salem  Marine  Society  in  1839  and  of  the  East  India 
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Marine  Society  in  1851.  He  also  served  Salem  as  aider- 
man  in  1861  and  1871.  On  10  January  1832  Captain 
Fisk  married  Sarah  Smith  of  Salem,  bom  28  May  1812, 
the  daughter  of  Andrew  and  Lucretia  (Derby)  (Mans¬ 
field)  Smith.  She  died  at  Salem  4  June  1894  at  the 
family  home,  13  Boston  street,  surviving  her  husband, 
whose  death  occurred  22  February  1881. 

[See  Salem  Vit.  Rec.  (printed),  I,  303,  III,  361 ;  Bev¬ 
erly  Vit.  Rec.  (printed),  I,  132;  Salem  City  Hall  Rec., 
XV,  87,  XVIII,  97 ;  History  E.  I.  M.  S.,  64 ;  Laws 
S.  M.  S.  (1923),  174;  Salem  Register,  24  February  1881 ; 
Salem  Directory,  1894;  Putnam,  III,  87,  IV,  65;  Howe 
and  Matthews,  American  Clipper  Ships,  I,  115 ;  Clark, 
The  Clipper  Ship  Era,  302,  369 ;  Cutler,  Greyhounds  of 
the  Sea,  203,  417,  426,  468,  493,  499 ;  Pierce,  Fiske-Fisk 
Genealogy,  200,  316.] 

{To  he  continued) 
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Pedlar’s  Progress:  The  Life  of  Bronsox  Alcott.  By 
Odell  Shepard.  1937.  546  pp.,  octavo,  cloth,  illus.  Bos¬ 
ton,  Massachusetts :  Little,  Brown  and  Company.  Price, 
$3.75. 

That  Professor  Shepard  of  Trinity  College  won  the  pub¬ 
lishers’  Centenary  prize  for  a  really  distinguished  book  out¬ 
side  the  field  of  fiction,  from  nearly  four  hundred  manu¬ 
scripts  submitted,  is  not  surprising.  His  life  of  the  famous 
transcendentalist,  Bronson  Alcott,  is  a  perfect  example  of 
what  a  biography  should  be.  Much  of  the  material  was 
absorbed  from  Alcott’s  fifty  journals,  which  the  author  read 
from  beginning  to  end.  Thus  equipped  with  facts  and  the 
inmost  thoughts  of  the  distinguished  philosopher  from  youth 
to  old  age,  he  has  written  a  fine  and  impartial  life  of  a  man 
who  has  been  hitherto  neglected  and  has  set  him  in  his  right¬ 
ful  place  as  one  of  the  most  brilliant  figures  in  New  Eng¬ 
land’s  brilliant  period  of  intellectual  glory.  Born  of  old 
New  England  stock  in  a  Connecticut  farming  community, 
Alcott  had  an  urge  to  do  something  quite  apart  from  tilling 
the  soil.  Several  trips  to  the  Southern  states  as  a  Yankee 
pedlar  helped  him  to  find  his  place  in  life,  and  he  finally 
came  to  Boston  to  teach.  Mr.  Shepard  writes :  “He  was  the 
son  of  a  poor  and  barely  literate  man,  born  in  a  backward 
district  of  a  state  from  which  the  aristocracy  of  Boston  were 
accustomed  at  that  time  to  import  chiefly  their  tall  coach¬ 
men.  His  schooling  had  been  brief  and  poor.  He  had 
done  his  first  work,  very  badly,  among  a  class  of  men  who, 
however  popular  they  may  have  been  as  a  laughing-stock, 
were  rated  by  substantial  citizens  not  many  notches  above 
the  criminal  class.”  By  marrying  into  the  May  family  of 
Boston,  he  established  himself  socially,  and  from  the  very 
fact  that  he  was  “different,”  he  attracted  men  of  intellect 
and  influence.  Mr.  Shepard  gives  as  complete  a  picture  of 
“Transcendentalism”  and  Alcott’s  connection  with  it  as  can 
be  found  anywhere, — his  association  with  Charles  Lane  in 
England  and  the  experiment  at  “Fruitlands”  in  Harvard. 
The  “Conversations”  which  Alcott  conducted  in  Boston 
Lynn,  Salem,  Lexington,  Hingham,  and  other  towns  are 
given  a  thorough  interpretation  in  this  book,  as  also  the 
School  of  Philosophy  over  which  he  presided  in  Concord. 
Emerson  said  of  him:  “As  pure  intellect,  I  have  never  seen 
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his  equal.”  In  Alcott’s  physical  presence  “there  was  a  strong 
suggestion  of  personal  dignity  and  a  power  quietly  con¬ 
trolled,”  which  led  Hawthorne  to  write:  “There  was  no  man 
,  .  .  whose  mere  presence,  the  language  of  whose  look  and 
manner,  wrought  such  an  impression.”  Fowler,  the  phren¬ 
ologist,  declared  that  Alcotfs  brain  was  “full,  with  great 
activity.”  Always  hopelessly  in  debt,  because  he  lacked  prac¬ 
ticability,  he  was  often  assisted  by  friends  who  realized  his 
inability  to  make  a  living  for  his  family,  of  which  his  daugh¬ 
ter  Louisa  was  the  most  distinguished  member.  Through 
the  income  from  her  writings,  Alcott  was  able  to  pass  his  last 
years  in  comparative  comfort.  This  is  a  delightful  book, 
written  in  a  style  that  is  of  the  best  from  every  point  of 
view,  free  from  that  speculation  indulged  in  by  many  modern 
biographers,  and  full  to  running  over  with  authentic  state¬ 
ments.  A  book,  not  of  the  hour,  but  for  all  time. 

Our  Rude  Forefathers.  American  Political  Verse,  1783- 
1788.  By  Louie  M.  Miner,  Ph.D.  1937.  374  pp., 

octavo,  cloth.  Cedar  Rapids,  Ohio:  The  Torch  Press. 
Price,  $3.00. 

Dr.  Miner,  of  Brooklyn  College,  New  York,  has  brought 
together  a  valuable  collection  of  verse  written  during  five 
troubled  and  important  years  of  our  history.  Because  the 
amount  of  material  was  too  large  to  include  everything,  he 
chose  only  such  verse  as  applied  to  certain  political  scenes. 
They  include  the  ousting  of  British  agents  in  Boston,  the 
Controversy  with  Spain  over  the  Mississippi,  the  introduc¬ 
tion  of  the  Episcopacy,  the  forced  Americanization  of  Trinity 
Church,  New  York,  the  right  of  convention,  the  funding 
plan,  the  Bank  of  North  America,  the  agrarian  uprisings, 
the  popular  demand  for  a  Bill  of  Rights,  all  of  which  were 
of  sufficient  popular  interest  to  call  forth  ballads,  odes,  and 
political  songs.  Dr.  Miner  has  searched  newspapers,  broad¬ 
sides  and  documents  throughout  the  country,  and  presents 
a  scholarly  contribution  to  post-Revolutionary  social  and 
political  history. 

The  Coloxial  Clergy  and  the  Colonial  Churches  of 
New  England.  By  Frederick  Lewis  Weis.  1936.  280 
pp.,  octavo,  cloth,  illus.  Lancaster,  Massachusetts:  The 
Society  of  the  Descendants  of  the  Colonial  Clergy. 

This  compilation,  arranged  in  alphabetical  form,  by  Mr. 
Weis,  is  a  splendid  contribution  to  the  history  of  early  New 
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England.  Every  known  clergyman  is  listed  and  a  brief 
biographical  sketch  given,  citing  important  events  in  his  life. 
It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  total  number  of  churches 
covered  during  this  period  was  1001,  of  which  720  were  Con¬ 
gregational,  148  Baptist,  and  75  Episcopal.  The  remain¬ 
ing  churches  were  divided  among  the  Separatist,  Presbyte¬ 
rian,  Huguenot,  Lutheran,  Moravian  and  Scandinavian.  Of 
the  2,064  Colonial  clergy,  1,586  were  Congregationalists,  217 
Baptists,  and  127  Episcopalians.  There  were  946  who  held 
degrees  from  Harvard,  436  from  Yale,  96  from  Cambridge, 
50  from  Princeton,  43  from  Oxford,  13  from  Edinburgh,  and 
10  from  Dartmouth.  A  complete  place  index  enables  the 
reader  to  locate  the  names  of  the  clergy  in  connection  with 
the  towns  which  they  served.  A  valuable  book  for  all  genea¬ 
logical  libraries. 

Open  House  in  New  England.  By  Daniel  Chamberlain. 

1937.  191  pp.,  large  octavo,  cloth,  217  illus.  Brattle- 

boro,  Vermont:  Stephen  Daye  Press.  Price,  $3.00. 

This  is  one  of  the  best  of  the  many  guides  to  old  houses 
in  this  section  of  the  United  States,  and  unique  in  its  way, 
as  it  not  only  gives  a  very  valuable  and  authentic  list  of  all 
houses  open  to  the  public,  arranged  by  states,  but  also  fur¬ 
nishes  beautiful  interior  and  exterior  illustrations  of  the 
most  important.  Furthermore,  the  houses  in  each  state  are 
arranged  alphabetically,  which  makes  the  book  extremely 
handy  for  ready  reference.  Lovers  of  New  England  archi¬ 
tecture  and  history,  especially  tourists,  will  find  in  this  pub¬ 
lication  answers  to  all  their  questions  regarding  which  houses 
to  visit  and  when  they  can  be  seen.  This  data  was  first 
assembled  by  the  New  England  Council,  assisted  by  the  New 
England  Conference  of  Women’s  Clubs.  It  was  amplified 
by  the  author,  who  spent  many  hours  in  personal  work  to 
secure  accurate  information.  Strongly  recommended  to  all 
libraries,  and  visitors  to  New  England. 

Paradise.  By  Esther  Forbes.  1937.  556  pp.,  octavo,  cloth. 

.New  York:  Harcourt,  Brace  and  Company.  Price,  $2.50. 

Those  to  whom  historical  novels  make  a  strong  appeal  will 
not  hesitate  to  count  “Paradise”  among  the  best  in  its  class. 
As  a  story  of  seventeenth  century  Massachusetts  families,  it 
may  be  said  to  excell  in  depicting  the  human  qualities  of 
the  people  of  a  frontier  community.  To  do  this  as  accu¬ 
rately  and  interestingly  as  Miss  Forbes  has  succeeded  in 
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doing  required  months  of  absorbing  the  facts  of  life  in  the 
seventeenth  century,  almost  to  the  saturation  point.  But  the 
author  was  well  qualified  for  the  arduous  task,  because  she 
had  been  brought  up  on  tales  of  New  England  colonial  days. 
Born  of  a  Worcester,  Massachusetts,  family  and  educated  at 
Bradford  Academy,  it  was  to  be  expected  that  the  daughter 
of  Harriette  Merrifield  Forbes,  noted  contributor  to  New 
England  history  and  bibliography,  would  produce  something 
worthwhile  in  the  field  of  literature.  We  might  wish  that 
she  had  given  her  characters  more  euphonious  names,  instead 
of  gathering  together  such  weird  and  unusual  ones,  that  one 
questions  whether  they  are  men  or  women.  The  town  of 
Canaan,  which  she  has  created,  is  typical  of  many  early 
Massachusetts  villages. 

Bermuda  and  the  American  Revolution  :  1760-1783.  By 
Wilfred  Brenton  Kerr,  Associate  Professor  of  History, 
University  of  Buffalo.  1936.  142  pp.,  octavo,  cloth, 

illus.  Princeton:  Princeton  University  Press.  Price, 

$2.00. 

This  study  is  the  first  of  a  proposed  series  on  the  British 
colonies  in  North  America  which  did  not  join  the  war  for 
independence.  It  throws  new  light  upon  certain  phases  of 
the  struggle  which  have  been  generally  overlooked.  For  ex¬ 
ample,  the  protest  against  the  Stamp  Act  was  heard  from 
Quebec  to  St.  Kitts,  but  all  except  the  thirteen  colonies 
resumed  the  status  quo.  In  all  colonies  there  were  some 
who  sympathized  with  the  revolting  Americans;  some  colo¬ 
nies  were  fields  of  military  operations;  others  viewed  the 
conflict  as  it  affected  their  commercial  interests.  The  chap¬ 
ters  in  this  volume  include  Bermuda  and  the  Continental 
Congress,  Bermuda  and  the  Privateers,  and  there  is  one  de¬ 
voted  to  Governor  William  Browne,  of  the  Salem  family,  who 
having  entertained  Loyalist  sympathies  fled  the  country  and 
was  made  Governor  of  Bermuda.  Many  of  his  letters  are 
quoted.  Mr.  Kerr  writes:  “Illicit  trade  hardly  troubled 
Browne.  .  .  .  The  inference  is  that  the  governor  was  well 
hoodwinked  by  his  islanders.”  A  distinct  addition  to  valu¬ 
able  data  on  the  American  Revolution. 

Two  Quaker  Sisters.  From  the  Original  Diaries  of  Eliza¬ 
beth  Buffum  Chace  and  Lucy  Buffum  Lovell.  With  an 
introduction  by  Malcolm  R.  Lovell.  Foreword  by  Rufus 
M.  Jones.  1937.  183  pp.,  octavo,  cloth,  illus.  New 

York:  Liveright  Publishing  Corporation.  Price,  $2.75. 
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These  interesting  diaries  of  two  early  nineteenth  century 
members  of  the  Society  of  Friends  have  contributed,  by  their 
publication,  much  in  the  way  of  color  to  the  knowledge  of 
life  in  this  coimtry  during  that  period.  They  vividly  present 
the  inner  life  of  the  home,  the  community,  the  church,  and 
of  the  reform  movements.  Both  diaries  tell  the  story  of  the 
anti-slavery  movement  in  which  Mrs.  Chace,  Mrs.  Lovell  and 
their  families  played  a  conspicuous  part,  associated  as  they 
were  with  all  the  leaders  of  the  abolition  party.  This  Buffum 
family  had  removed,  after  the  early  persecutions,  from  Salem 
to  Smithfield,  R.  I.,  where,  with  others,  they  founded  a  com¬ 
munity  entirely  composed  of  members  of  the  Quaker  faith,  and 
most  of  the  happenings  were  connected  with  that  part  of  New 
England.  In  Mrs.  Chase’s  personal  reminiscences  of  the 
John  Brown  affair  at  Harper’s  Ferry,  there  is  much  to  inter¬ 
est  the  student  of  those  hectic  days.  There  are  many  distin¬ 
guished  descendants  of  these  families,  other  than  Lovell  and 
Chace,  in  banking,  manufactures,  politics,  and  education 
today,  including  the  names  of  Arnold,  Hussey,  Earle,  Gould, 
Davis,  Tolman,  Simmons — the  founder  of  the  College  in 
Boston — the  Bordens  of  Fall  River,  Marcus  Spring  of  New 
York,  and  many  others.  A  fascinating  volume,  profusely 
illustrated,  and  recommended  to  all  libraries. 

Lighthouses  of  the  Maine  Coast  and  the  Men  Who 
Keep  Them.  By  Robert  Thayer  Sterling,  Assistant 
Keeper,  Portland  Head  Light.  Introduction  by  Robert 
P.  Tristram  Coffin.  1935.  223  pp.,  ovtavo,  cloth,  iRus. 
Brattleboro,  Vermont:  The  Stephen  Daye  Press.  Price, 
$3.00. 

The  author’s  near  proximity  to  lighthouses  in  his  youth, 
together  with  an  abiding  interest  in  the  sea,  has  qualified 
him  to  write  this  account  of  the  lights  that  guard  the  sailor 
along  the  rocky  coast  of  the  Pine  Tree  state.  Moreover,  after 
a  term  of  newspaper  work,  he  entered  the  lighthouse  service 
at  Ram  Island  Ledge,  Great  Duck  Island,  Seguin  Island,  and 
Portland  Head,  being  now  one  of  the  oldest  in  the  service. 
The  author  tells  his  story  in  plain  language,  recounting  the 
many  romantic  events  it  has  been  his  privilege  to  encounter. 
The  book  is  a  fine  document  of  Maine  vernacular;  in  fact, 
Mr.  Tristram  Coffin,  the  poet,  in  his  excellent  introduction, 
has  no  hesitancy  in  saying  that  “this  book  has  the  smeU  of 
Maine  in  it.”  The  illustrations  are  especially  fine. 
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A  Check  List  op  Manuscripts  in  the  Edward  E.  Ayer 
Collection  at  the  Newberry  Library.  Compiled  by 
Ruth  Lapham  Butler.  1937.  295  pp.,  octavo,  cloth. 

Chicago:  The  Newberry  Library. 

For  many  years  the  valuable  Edward  E.  Ayer  collection 
has  been  available,  but  without  a  proper  catalogue  students 
have  not  had  the  time  to  make  a  thorough  study  of  the 
various  important  papers  contained  therein.  This  collection 
relating  to  the  history  and  life  of  the  American  Indian  was 
later  expanded  by  Mr.  Ayer  to  include  pre-Columbian  geog¬ 
raphy  and  the  development  of  the  cartography  of  America, 
as  well  as  the  history  of  the  Hawaiian  and  Phillipine  Islands, 
with  the  ethnology  of  their  original  peoples.  Miss  Butler  is 
to  he  commended  for  her  painstaking  work,  and  the  New¬ 
berry  Library  for  making  this  mine  of  information  available 
in  catalogue  form. 

A  Puritan  Outpost.  A  History  of  the  Town  and  People 
of  Northfield,  Massachusetts.  By  Herbert  Collins  Par¬ 
sons.  1937.  546  pp.,  octavo,  cloth,  illus.  New  York: 
The  Macmillan  Company.  Price,  $5.00. 

The  town  of  Northfield  has  done  what  many  another  com¬ 
munity  should  do — appropriated  a  sum  of  money  for  a  town 
history  to  be  written  by  a  competent  historian.  This  history, 
which  has  just  been  brought  out  by  the  Macmillan  Company, 
is  one  of  the  best,  written  in  narrative  style  by  a  man  who 
knows  his  subject  and  is  able  to  present  dry-as-dust  facts  in 
readable  form.  Northfield  suggests  Indian  attacks  in  the 
early  days,  and  Moody  and  Sankey,  with  Mt.  Hermon  and 
Northfield  academies  in  these  later  times,  to  all  of  which 
Mr.  Parsons  has  given  their  full  share  of  attention.  North- 
field  was  the  farthest  venture  of  Puritan  pioneering  to  the 
west  and  north  in  the  seventeenth  century.  The  town  has 
given  many  distinguished  men  to  the  nation  in  various  walks 
of  life,  since  Joseph  Parsons  and  William  Pynchon  set  out 
to  conquer  the  wilderness  in  the  early  sixteen  hundreds. 
There  are  many  illustrations  of  more  than  ordinary  interest, 
and  a  complete  index.  Recommended  to  all  libraries. 

Life  and  Letters  of  Mrs.  Jason  Lee,  First  Wife  of  Rev. 

Jason  Lee,  of  the  Oregon  Mission.  By  Theresa  Gay. 

1936.  224  pp.,  octavo,  cloth,  illus.  Portland,  Oregon: 

The  Metropolitan  Press. 

Personal  accounts  by  women  of  early  life  in  the  Far  West 
are  scarce,  but  Anna  Maria  Pittman  fortunately  kept  a 


BOOK  BEVIEWS 


301 


diary  and,  as  the  first  white  woman  in  all  the  vast  North¬ 
west  above  California,  she  gives  a  glimpse  of  the  happenings 
there.  In  1836  she  left  New  York  with  other  missionaries 
for  Boston,  where  they  were  to  take  the  ship  Hamilton  for 
the  Sandwich  Islands,  and  thence,  after  several  months,  to 
the  Oregon  country  where  Jason  Lee  was  already  stationed. 
Miss  Pittman  had  been  selected  by  the  Methodist  Missionary 
Society  in  the  East  to  be  the  wife  of  Jason  Lee,  and  the 
two  missionaries  lost  no  time  in  concluding  the  arrangement. 
Ten  months  were  taken  for  the  trip  from  New  York,  but  in 
less  than  two  months  after  reaching  Oregon  the  marriage 
took  place.  She  lived  only  a  year,  but  from  the  letters  and 
diary  which  she  left.  Miss  Gay  has  evolved  a  romantic  story 
of  the  life  in  that  country  a  century  ago.  A  distinct  con¬ 
tribution  to  the  early  history  of  the  Far  West. 
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